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Feast of the Dead: Aboriginal Ossuaries in Maryland.

Curry, D.C.1999 Maryland Historical Trust
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This work is an accumulation of data on ossuaries in Maryland. It 
pays particular attention to recurring attributes and data categories 
in order to facilitate broad-scale comparison and synthesis.

A portion of the Gray’s Cove Ossuary (18WO158) was damaged during backhoe trenching. No other utilities work was to be done in the immediate locale of 
the ossuary. After consultation with representatives of the Maryland Commission on Indian Affairs, it was decided that the bones would be reinterred in the 
trench as close as possible to their original resting place. The ossuary, therefore, remains at least partially intact and is likely under a residential yard now.
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-Form a comprehensive, well-organized compendium of 
archeological reference data for use by professional archeologists 
studying late prehistoric societies, and ossuaries in particular.

-Introduce the general public to a unique Native American cultural 
and religious practice and, ultimately, to the benefits of modern 
archeology.
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