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Archaeological Investigations at Rebecca Lodge No. 6 of the Benevolent Sons and 
Daughters of Abraham (Abraham Hall).

Sorensen, J.D.1990

Celentano-Esposito, Inc.

Potomac River Archeology Survey

4400 Massachusetts Ave NW

This document reports on a preliminary archeological 
reconnaissance conducted by the Potomac River Archaeology 
Survey of the Department of Anthropology, The American 
University, for a local architectural and planning firm. Because the 
interior and exterior of the structure were to be restored as a 
meeting and community assembly hall, archeological 
investigations were necessary in order to mitigate disturbance to 
possible cultural resources. A large, new parking lot was also 
proposed, and the area to be so impacted was tested to locate any 
activity area and/or former outbuildings or other structures.

Though no features were encountered at Site 18PR410, no evidence of widespread disturbance were described in the full site report. The site is likely to 
retain significant research potential related to the live’s of African Americans at the end of the Reconstruction era in Prince George’s County, especially in 
the area immediately surrounding the hall’s foundation. The site should be considered a significant archeological resource and additional mitigation efforts 
should be undertaken should future construction threaten the site.
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-Mitigate the impact of planned improvements through 
archeological investigation.

-Identify chronological types for the establishment of occupational 
sequences.
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