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Project Justification:

Project Objectives:

This report describes a series of investigations at the Charles
Carroll House in Annapolis from 1987-1990. In 1986, Archaeology
in Annapolis was invited by the Charles Carroll of Carrolton 250th
Anniversary Committee to participate in the anniversary
celebration of the birth of Charles Carroll of Carrollton (1737-
1832). With this invitation Archaeology in Annapolis (AIA) planned
for four years of archeological field survey that would include
research and interpretation to the public on the importance of the
rich archeological remains at 18AP45. AlA is (in part) publically
funded through the University of Maryland and periodic grants
received from the City of Annapolis. Through an agreement with
the Redemptorists, excavation began in June of 1987, as part of

the University of Maryland field school.

See below for remaining research questions at 18AP45.

-Conduct remote sensing at the site to identify potential features
and artifact deposits for further inquiry.

-Gain information on the construction, dating, and occupation of
the Carroll frame house torn down in the mid 19th century by the
Redemptorists.

-Gain an understanding of the articulation of the house and its
porch to the adjacent garden.

-Further an understanding of the development of the site
throughout its 300 year history.

-Explore the possible location of Proctor’'s Tavern.
-Investigate the construction of the 1770s garden.

-Trace the transformation of the local landscape through time.
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Project Justification:

Project Objectives:

This report provides a detailed summary of archaeological
excavations that were conducted by Archaeology in Annapolis
(AlA) inside the ground story of the Charles Carroll House in
Annapolis (18AP45) during the summer and fall of 1991. AlA is (in
part) publically funded through the University of Maryland and
periodic grants received from the City of Annapolis. This project
was initiated by Charles Carroll House of Annapolis, Inc. (CCHA),
and was made possible through an agreement between CCHA
and Historic Annapolis Foundation. It was designed as an initial
phase of a larger project to restore the Carroll House to its late
18th century appearance, while at the same time adding modern
facilities to accommodate receptions, conferences, and other
adaptive uses. These excavations were conducted between June

-Conduct excavation in each of the 11 identified areas of the
ground storey.

-Gain an understanding of the house’s many architectural changes

spanning the late 17th through late 20th centuries.




and mid October of 1991, prior to interior house restoration, with
monitoring of site restoration activities continuing well into 1992.

Research Potential:

The Carroll House was once the show piece property of its most famous occupant, Charles Carroll of Carrollton. With that history and with its current
landscape, the property (18AP45) appears to be an unchanged shell reflecting its 18th century character, but it is actually much more. The architectural and
archeological data recovered from 1987-1991 provide researchers with a wealth of information about the lifestyle of diverse peoples from the 18th through
the 20th centuries and sensitive analysis of these materials will continue to produce new insights into their everyday lives. The site retains good integrity and
significant portions of it (mostly outside of the house) remain preserved at the site for future research. Site 18AP45 should continue to be considered a
significant archeological resource.




