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The Quantico Creek #4 Site (18WC164) is a multicomponent industrial shipyard site located on the south side of Quantico Creek and along both sides of an 
unnamed creek in Wicomico County. The exact age of the site is unknown but the shipyard is noted on an 1865 map of (old) Somerset County. The majority 
of the site is located on the western side of the unnamed creek. Currently, the site is located at the edge of an active agricultural field and is accessible only 
from the water. Interviews with the landowners revealed that a farmhouse was at one time located on the property about 100 m south of the site. The house 
was torn down within the last 50 years but two members of that household are buried in a small family cemetery that is situated approximately ¼ mile from the 
extant house. 

The site was located during The Lower Eastern Shore Shipyard Survey, which was part of a dissertation study through the Department of Anthropology at 
Florida State University. The project was designed to study the material culture and technology associated with wooden shipbuilding in the Lower Eastern 
Shore of Maryland. The project was sponsored by the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum and funded through a grant from the Maryland Historical Trust. 
Three phases of archeological research were conducted between December 2005 and October 2006 to identify shipyard sites and document other historical 
maritime archeological resources within selected waterways of Wicomico, Somerset, and Worcester counties, Maryland. 

Phase I involved exhaustive historical research using primary and secondary sources to identify shipwrights and merchant operating shipyards in the area of 
old Somerset County, Maryland between 1660 and 1820. This data was compared with a database of 17th and 18th century patent and tract boundaries that 
may have been involved with shipbuilding. In combination with data on soil types capable of supporting shoreline structures, a predictive model was 
established with locations of high probability areas for containing shipyard sites. Phase II consisted of a shoreline archeological survey of those areas 
predicted to have high potential for containing shipyards. The survey relied on visual inspection of the shoreline from a boat at low tide. When historic sites or 
shipwrecks were identified along the shoreline, their position was mapped using a handheld GPS unit, photographs and/or videos were taken, and brief notes 
were completed. In some cases, more intensive investigation included a preliminary pedestrian survey of the shoreline. Phase III of the project involved 
collecting additional data about some of the sites identified during the initial survey. Site 18WC164 is one such site. During this phase of the project exposed 
timbers and other structural remains were measured and mapped.

Site 18WC164 has many components, including elements of at least two, and possibly three, wharves. Wharf 1 is made up of at least 5 large timbers (T11-
T15) that extend perpendicular from the shoreline towards the channel. At the shore line these rounded timbers are buried in marsh and gravel and possibly 
represent a repair episode to a large timber wharf. T14 is approximately 12.7 m long and extends into the shoreline about 3.7 meters. The 5 timbers have 
relatively little slope and extend straight into the water. A pile of modern brick and cinderblock covers the shoreline edge of this wharf and was likely added to 
create a boat launch area. 

A large timber bulkhead is situated roughly parallel to the shoreline and perpendicular to the timbers of Wharf 1 just beyond the end of the 5 timbers of Wharf 
1. The bulkhead is about 13.3 m in length and is at least 3 courses high at its west end. Side Scar Sonar images indicate that several courses of timber from 
the bulkhead may have detached and now lay on the bottom of the creek near the wharf. A single large piling at the northeast corner of the bulkhead marks 
the outermost edge of Wharf 1. 

Wharf 2, a large crib wharf measuring 23 X 11 m in size, is located just east of Wharf 1. It is composed of a cribwork, or bulkhead, of logs and is filled with 
large gravel. The wharf fronts both the Quantico Creek and an unnamed creek to the east. Wharf 2 is not completely square and its structure gives shape to 
the shoreline. In all likelihood part of the wharf may have collapsed. 

A set of parallel timbers extending from the tidal marsh towards the channel are located east of Wharf 1. This feature was tentatively identified as a slipway 
(Slipway 1). The slipway is composed of parallel launching rails that are spaced about 2.6 m apart. The squared timbers are placed end-to-end and aligned to 
form a rail. A portion of both rails extend into the tidal marsh behind the shoreline. An excavation unit 0.75 X 0.75 m in the tidal marsh revealed the better 
preserved end of the railway. The slipway rails are approximately 31 X 31 cm square and 26.4 m in length and the timber is perfectly flat suggesting that it was 
cut with a straight saw. There is a large debris field at the end of Slipway 1.

The remains of a small mill dam and several pilings were located just east of Wharf 2 on the unnamed creek. The dam was built across the main channel of 
the creek which is heavily silted and consists of 1 or more large timbers that expand the creek. A row of vertically driven sharpened oak planks are located on 
the south side of these timbers. Two fragments of these planks were measured and were 3.3 cm thick and 19 and 26.5 cm wide respectively. Evidence 
suggests that the planks were made using a circular saw. On the east bank of the creek there is a large debris field of whole bricks and brickbats which may 
represent the remains of another wharf, a portion of the tide mill, or another portion of the shipyard. 

In 2006, dendochronological testing of the site was conducted. Numerous samples were collected from multiple timbers from the site. Test results failed to 
yield a match with any historically dated timber from the region. A single artifact, a bronze spike, was recovered from the site. A local informant did report that 
he has collected a number of bronze spikes from this area of the site. The spikes are used to fasten timber and plank features below the waterline. 

Based on cartographic data and the presence of a slipway, the Quantico Creek #4 Site (18WC164) is interpreted as a probable mid-19th century shipyard site. 
Further investigations at the site would help to definitely determine the function of various portions of the site and its overall precise nature. Additional work 
may also help to more precisely pinpoint the dates of use.


