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 Projectile Point Types

Clovis

Hardaway-Dalton

All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts

Palmer

Kirk (notch)

Kirk (stem)

Le Croy
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Guilford

Brewerton
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 Prehistoric Sherd Types
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 Prehistoric Artifacts

 Lithic Material Prehistoric Features

Ground stone
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Fire-cracked rock
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Ceramics (all)
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Oyster shell

Floral material

Uncommon Obj.

Rimsherds Other
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Shell midden
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Unknown
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Dated features present at site

 Historic Artifacts  Historic Features

Pottery (all) 241

Glass (all) 3850

Furniture 294

Arms 4

Clothing 75

Personal items 17

Tobacco related 12

Activity item(s) 281

Misc. kitchen 159

Human remain(s)

Faunal material

Floral material

Misc.

Other

Const feature

Foundation

Cellar hole/cellar

Hearth/chimney

Postholes/molds

Paling ditch/fence

Privy/outhouse

 Well/cistern

Trash pit/dump

Sheet midden

Planting feature

Road/walkway

Depression/mound

Burial(s)

Railroad bed

Earthworks

Mill raceway

 Wheel pit

Unknown

Other

All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts

Radiocarbon Data:

Sample 1: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 2: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 3: +/- years BP Reliability

Sample 4: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 5: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 6: +/- years BP Reliability

Sample 7: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 8: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 9: +/- years BP Reliability

Additional radiocarbon results available

Architectural 13483
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Jackfield

Mn Mottled

North  Devon
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Tin Glazed

Porcelain 14

English Brown

Eng Dry-bodied

Nottingham
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 Wt Salt-glazed

Stoneware

Pearlware 20

Ironstone

Whiteware 110
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Site 18WA480, the historic Miller Brothers lumbermill, is situated in the town of Williamsport, MD along a turning basin of the C & O canal and is part of the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park. The site was subjected to Phase II testing in preparation for the development of the Williamsport area 
of the park and in compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. 

Historical research revealed that after construction of the canal from Georgetown to Williamsport in 1835, the turning basin was being used as a trans-
shipment point for coal, flour, and various other commodities. It was also an intermediate processing center for raw materials. In 1879, John A. and George A 
Miller leased a parcel of land from Victor Cushwa at the edge of the Williamsport Turning Basin in order to construct and operate a plaster grinding mill. This 
mill was powered by water leased by Victor Cushwa from the C & O Canal Company. Though originally established as a plaster grinding mill, by the 1900s the 
Millers had shifted activities to lumber milling. The location of the lumber mill was ideal as the canal provided not only a power source, but also acted as a 
mode of transportation, both in bringing the raw logs to be processed and in taking the finished materials to a wider market. Around 1917 or 1918, when 
Williamsport was electrified, the canal side milling operations ceased. The mill building was then converted to an ice house, which subsequently burned down 
in 1921. The Miller Brothers Lumber Mill and Ice House was never reconstructed after this fire although the owner, J.M. Miller, wished to rebuild and restart his 
business. In 1928, the remaining foundations of the mill may have been used for the construction of a concrete building for a slaughterhouse. This building 
and its machinery were washed away during a massive flood in 1936. Another structure was built on the remaining concrete foundation and used by a local 
resident for equipment storage, but this structure was demolished in 1976 when the turning basin was acquired by the National Parks Service.

Before excavations started at the 18WA480 nothing was visible except the concrete floor and concrete foundations of the post-1921 slaughterhouse. In order 
to examine the visible features and answer a number of architectural questions the researchers had (see cover sheet), two long trenches and several other 
separate test units were excavated. A north/south trench was established to determine the limits of the lumber mill buildings and the slaughterhouse structure 
and to establish the stratigraphy of the site. An east/west trench was excavated for the same reasons. Other units were excavated to establish construction 
sequences, the conditions around the concrete foundations and to locate the in-flow and out-flow for the mill race. These test units were initially 0.762 X 1.524 
meter (2.5 feet X 5 feet) trenches situated along the baseline established at the site. These units could then be expanded easily from long trenches to 1.524 
meter square (5 foot) test units. 

The stratigraphy encountered in these trenches appeared to be related to intentional filling episodes rather than a gradual, naturally occurring deposition. This 
was especially evident in the foundation area, where the various stages of excavation necessary to prepare for the construction of the different buildings on 
the site (lumbermill, slaughterhouse, etc.) are reflected in the stratigraphy. Thirty features were encountered during excavation and the full site report provides 
some architectural details on the dimensions and compositions of walls, and a detailed description of the interior of the slaughterhouse foundation. Also 
included is a chronology of construction and the methods used. However, researchers could not determine the precise dimensions of many of the buildings on 
the lumbermill site. Excavation did reveal details regarding the location and construction of the mill race inflow and outflow.

The artifact assemblage consisted of some 16491 objects. One is an unidentified prehistoric object, while the remaining objects are historic in origin. Of the 
281 activity items recovered from the site, 6 are construction tools (files, drawknives, drill bits etc.), 4 are toys (3 marbles, 1 bike/tricycle part), 1 is a 
harmonica, 1 is a miniature, 1 is part of a book/magazine, 11 are fishing sinkers, 12 are storage items, 1 is table-related (a horseshoe), 243 are miscellaneous 
pieces of hardware, and 1 is a cleaning sponge. The architectural assemblage was, by far, the largest. It included a total of 13,483 items, including 4,215 nails 
(1501 wire nails, 567 modern machine-cut, 151 early machine-cut hand headed, 67 early machine-cut machine headed, 20 machine cut, 48 hand wrought, 14 
other, and 1847 unidentified), 96 spikes, 1,931 pieces of window glass, 49 pieces of door/window hardware, 57 pieces of structural hardware, 189 shingles, 82 
pieces of lumber, 19 pieces of sheathing, 15 fragments of mortar/plaster, 12 brick pieces, 26 pieces of wallpaper, 7 pieces of metal roofing, 20 other pieces of 
construction material, 6 pieces of water/sewer pipe, 3 fragments of utility meter seal, and an unidentified public utility item. Seventy-five clothing objects were 
recovered, 42 of which are shoe fragments. A glove, 14 pieces of apparel objects, 3 beads, 6 snaps, 4 buttons, and eyelet, 2 buckles, and 2 other clothing 
fragments were also recovered. Furniture items from the site include 2 drawer pulls, a refrigerator part, 8 lighting objects, and 283 decorative furnishings (most 
of them plant pot sherds). The kitchen assemblage consists of 2,319 artifacts. This is a rather large frequency for a site that was primarily an industrial area, 
but most of these are bottles and containers. Of the ceramics recovered, 110 sherds are whiteware, 20 pearlware sherds, 14 are porcelain sherds, 13 sherds 
are redware, 4 are granite china, and 80 are unidentified ceramics. A total of 1,919 kitchen glass shards were recovered, along with 3 soda cans, 4 utensils, 1 
pot, 17 dutch oven parts, and a drinking straw. The remaining possible kitchen objects were 28 unidentified items, 16 ethnobotanical remains, and 89 faunal 
remains (the degree to which these latter two groups represent food remains is not noted in the report). Seventeen personal items were encountered such as 
a coin, 5 writing instruments objects, 9 grooming/hygiene objects, a watch key, and a pocket calendar. Twelve tobacco-related objects were found; 4 kaolin 
pipe fragments, 1 pamplin pipe, 3 tobacco tin parts, a piece of cigarette packaging, and 3 unidentified smoking-related objects. And finally, four arms-related 
objects were encountered. Three are rim-fire cartidges and one is a center-fire shotgun shell.

The Miller Brothers Lumber Mill/Slaughter House played an important part in the commercial history of Williamsport, Maryland, Washington County, and the 
C&O Canal. Although it was only a small business, it should be included in any interpretive plans for the Williamsport turning basin in the C & O Canal 
National Historical Park. However, the scarcity of documentary, archeological, and architectural information would make any attempt at reconstruction difficult 
if not impossible. Such a reconstruction would require unwarranted conjecture and would not be essential to the public understanding of the site. One 
possibility would be to develop the site through interpretive methods, to illustrate the diversity of industry beside the canal, as well as the changing face of the 
turning basin through time.

Since the archeological remains found at the lumber mill site are significant to the history of Williamsport and the C&O Canal, it was recommended that an 
archeologist be notified of any proposed ground disturbance in this area.


