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Site 18TA314, also known as the Wye House or Wye Greenhouse, is a multicomponent site that includes a mid-17th to mid-19th century plantation; mid-19th 
to 20th century farm; late 18th to mid-19th century slave quarter; mid-to-late 19th century gardening outbuilding – greenhouse; Early and Late Woodland shell 
midden; and Early to Middle Woodland burial. The site spreads across the property known as the Wye House in Talbot County, near Easton, Maryland. The 
property has several structures on it, including the plantation house, and is a mix of open yard and wooded land. Soils on site are mostly Mattapex silt loam 0-
5 % slope and Woodstown loam 0-2%. 

Wye House, believed to have been built in 1781-84 and achieving its final form by 1799, is an outstanding example of a large Southern frame plantation 
house. Originally owned by the Lloyd family and possibly designed by Robert Key, architect and carpenter of Annapolis, Wye House is a seven-part "Roman 
Country House" composition and it illustrates the transition in style from late Georgian to Early Federal architecture. The orangery still contains a rare example 
of an original 18th century heating system (hot air duct system).  The additional buildings that accompany Wye House include rare and important examples of 
domestic and farm-related structures that contribute significantly to the historic and architectural qualities of the property as well.  As a group they form one of 
the rarest collections of 18th, 19th, and 20th century buildings in the state.

One unknown day in February, 1817, Fredrick Douglass was born on one of the surrounding Lloyd farms at Tuckahoe. In the time Douglass would spend at 
Wye, he would come to understand what it meant to be a slave and develop the ideas that would sustain his cause for the duration of his life. Fredrick 
Douglass went on to write a series of autobiographical works, from which we gain some of the most detailed accounts of what slave life involved and the 
descriptions of the living and working areas on Wye Plantation. It is very probable, based on the review of tax inventories and other family documents that 
have survived over the years that Douglass was at Wye during its most successful years as a plantation. That is, of course, from the business perspective. 
From his position it would have been a hard and cruel existence. After the end of the Civil War and with emancipation in full effect, there were new issues for 
plantation owners. Wye was one of the largest slave holding enterprises in the state of Maryland and it would take its toll on the family’s assets.

With the conversion from slave, human labor to machines and the operation and maintenance associated with them, there was a significant decrease in the 
profit for the family business. At the end of the 19th century, the family finances were greatly depleted. Edward Lloyd VII, the last Edward Lloyd to own the 
property, was even faced the reality that they might have to sell the family’s estate. Luckily his second son, Charles Howard Lloyd and his wife, Mary Donnell 
Lloyd, were able to assist with the retention of the family home and surrounding land.

Wye would eventually regain its stability and continue to sustain itself for the short remainder of the 19th century and throughout the 20th century, but it would 
never again attain the level of opulence that it had embodied. Charles Howard Lloyd was the last of the male line in the Lloyd family to own Wye. When he 
passed away in 1929, Wye House passed down to his daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth Lloyd Schiller and then to her niece and current owner, Mrs. Mary Tilghman.

Much of the archaeological fieldwork completed on the property has been confined to the eastern side of the property and the greenhouse. Phase II/III 
excavations were conducted by the University of Maryland and occurred between 2005 and 2008. All of the excavations were carried out through Archaeology 
in Annapolis and, in particular, the University of Maryland’s archaeological field school which is run through the Department of Anthropology. 

The first work consisted of the Long Green, a stretch of land east of the main house on Wye Farm, and east of the main north-south farm lane on the 
property. Fieldwork consisted of shovel test pits in 2005, 2006, and 2008, test units around a standing Tulip Poplar tree which turned out to be in the center of 
a foundation (Locus 1), a "Middle Building" (Locus 2), and a "North Building" (Locus 3).  

Locus 1 or the Tulip Poplar was located east of the Captain's Cottage and the Greenhouse, between the main Wye House and Lloyd Creek: The Long Green 
is a stretch of land that is located to the East of the Main House on Wye Farm. Once occupied by over 150 slaves, the area has been reorganized several 
times over the last 150 years and is currently a wooded area leading up to a cove just off Lloyd Creek. A Tulip Poplar tree currently occupies the area that was 
under investigation and is today roughly 100 feet tall. Even though this tree could reach its maturity in 30 to 40 years, we know this particular tree has been in 
place for at approximately 100 years from aerial photographs taken in the 1930s showing it fully grown. Fredrick Douglass first coined the term “Long Green” 
in his second biography My Bondage My Freedom in 1855. He uses this term to describe an open area about 20 acres long near the bottom of the creek 
(Douglass 1855; 66). He then describes the buildings on this area: “…there were numerous other slave houses and huts, scattered around in the 
neighborhood, every nook and corner of which was completely occupied” (Douglass 1855; 67). It was in the hope of finding evidence of the presence these 
individuals that brought the University of Maryland Field School to Wye House in 2005. 

Fourteen test units were placed around the Tulip Poplar, which is also known as Locus 1. Most test units measured five feet by five feet but some were 
asymmetrical due to the irregular shape of the tree. Although two of these units began in the summer of 2005, all of the units were excavated fully in the 
summer of 2006. The test units were placed in such a way as to expose all of the brick foundation and chimney fall associated with the building that was 
believed to be described by Fredrick Douglass in his autobiography. Fieldwork identified a prehistoric occupation, an early Lloyd period occupation from 
around 1658 to 1820, and an occupation period during which the slave quarter with the brick foundation stood on the locus, between about 1820 to 1870 when 
it was torn down. Due to the extensive deposits from the 1658-1820 period, it is possible another structure existed in this area during that time. 

To the north of Locus 1, Locus 2 consists of a "Middle Building", identified through shovel testing in 2006. A Phase II investigation of this locus was 
recommended, however, the work was not included in the site report completed for the 2005-2008 fieldwork. 

Locus 3 was yet to the north of this, in an area dubbed the "North Building", or the "warehouse". The “North Building” at Wye House plantation is composed of 
a partially exposed brick foundation located on the northernmost edge of a grove of trees that hugs the bank of Lloyd Creek. It was first discovered during a 
walk-over survey in the field season of 2005. At that time, the area was over-grown with vegetation and all that could be seen was brick-scatter through the 
brush. After some effort to clear a portion in the affected area, it became evident that the brick was somewhat articulated and appeared across a substantial 
area. 

The following field season, in the summer of 2006, two test units were placed in an area that was the most easily accessible on the western portion of the area 
containing the visible brick remains. There were the remains of a substantial brick foundation. Field work for the third field season (2007) focused on the new 
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discovery of what appeared to be a foundation to a multiple story brick building measuring approximately 30 feet by 40 feet. After analyzing the descriptions of 
the Long Green provided by Fredrick Douglass in his 1855 autobiographical work, My Bondage and My Freedom, it was realized that there was a good chance 
that this was one of the structures Douglass described in the following passage: "Then here were a great many houses; human habitations, full of the 
mysteries of life at every stage of it. There was the little red house, up the road, occupied by Mr. Sevier, the overseer. A little nearer to my old master's, stood 
a very long, rough, low building, literally alive with slaves, of all ages, conditions and sizes. This was called 'the Longe Quarter.' 

Perched upon a hill, across the Long Green, was a very tall, dilapidated, old brick building -- the architectural dimensions of which proclaimed its erection for a 
different purpose -- now occupied by slaves, in a similar manner to the Long Quarter. Besides these, there were numerous other slave houses and huts, 
scattered around in the neighborhood, every nook and corner of which was completely occupied. Old master's house, a long, brick building, plain, but 
substantial, stood in the center of the plantation life, and constituted one independent establishment on the premises of Col. Lloyd." (Douglass, 1855) 

A prehistoric occupation was identified at Locus 3, containing some badly burned prehistoric pottery and fire-cracked rock. The historic occupation of Locus 3 
was between the early 19th century and the turn of the 20th. The building contained a hearth and cellar, and was therefore likely domestic in nature at some 
point. But there were two different phases of construction. It is possible that an earlier structure was located on the site which was incorporated into the large 
brick structure later, since the western two piers are at an odd angle in relation to the others. It is also likely that it was originally constructed as a warehouse, 
which was later transformed into the "Longe Quarter" slave house of Douglass's day.

A fourth locus, the Red Overseer's House, was mentioned by Frederick Douglass in his autobiography as the home of a particularly cruel overseer, Mr. Sevier. 
The 1 1/2-story frame building on a brick foundation has chimneys at either end of the gable roof. Most of the nails in the house date to the late 18th through 
early 19th century. Dendrochronology conducted in 2007 dated the house to around 1815. During the summer of 2006, the Tilghman family initiated an 
extensive rehabilitation of the famous structure. The soil surrounding the foundation was excavated to a depth of about three feet, and the house was lifted 
and held off its foundations by a series of wooden supports while a new, more structurally sound foundation was constructed. 

Unfortunately, the excavation around the foundation destroyed most of the archaeological evidence that would have provided clues about the building, such as 
its age, how it was built, and whether any pre-existing structures might have occupied the same spot. The area directly beneath the house, exposed for the 
first time in almost 200 years, was completely untouched by the modern construction project, and so a brief archaeological investigation was begun within the 
footprint of the building.

From October 27, 2008 to November 24, 2008 staff from the Department of Anthropology, University of Maryland, College Park (UMCP), Archaeology in 
Annapolis Project, conducted archaeological testing on the Wye House Greenhouse. This Phase II investigation had been conducted at the request of the 
Greenhouse’s current owner, Mrs. Mary Tilghman, prior to planned Greenhouse foundation stabilization efforts. 

Seven archaeological test units were excavated through the entire Greenhouse project. Test Unit 1 was excavated to a depth of 2.22’ below current yard 
surface grade, and contained seven stratigraphic layers and four features. Archaeological resources recovered from this unit included late Woodland Period 
prehistoric materials; 18th century Greenhouse construction-related materials; 19th century African-American slave quarter occupation-related materials; and 
20th century Greenhouse preservation-related materials. Test Unit 2 was excavated to a depth of 2.02’ below current yard surface grade, and contained eight 
stratigraphic layers and four features. Archaeological resources recovered from this unit included 18th century Greenhouse construction-related materials; 
19th century African-American slave quarter occupation-related materials; and 20th century Greenhouse preservation related materials.

Test Unit 3 was excavated to a depth of 2.0’ below the current interior room floor surface, and contained four stratigraphic layers and one feature. 
Archaeological resources recovered from this unit included pre-1784 Greenhouse construction-related materials; late 18th century and early 19th century 
domestic materials associated with enslaved African-American occupation of the Greenhouse shed/slave quarter; materials associated  with the 20th century 
use of the shed as a storage area; and 20th century Greenhouse preservation-related materials.

Test Unit 4 was excavated to a depth of 1.95’ below current yard surface grade and contained six stratigraphic layers and nine features. Archaeological 
resources recovered from this unit included pre-1784 Greenhouse construction-related materials; 1784 Greenhouse west wing construction related materials; 
late 18th century and early 19th century domestic materials associated with Lloyd family use of the Greenhouse; and 20th century Greenhouse preservation 
related materials. Test Unit 5 was excavated to a depth of .45’ below the current interior room floor surface, and contained one stratigraphic layer, excavated 
in 0.10’ arbitrary layers. Archaeological resources recovered from this unit included late 18th century and early 19th century domestic materials associated 
with enslaved African-American occupation of the Greenhouse shed/slave quarter; materials associated with the 20th century use of the shed as a storage 
area; and 20th century Greenhouse preservation-related materials. 

Test Unit 6 was excavated to a depth of 2.0’ below current yard surface grade, and contained six stratigraphic layers and three features. Archaeological 
resources recovered from this unit included pre-1784 Greenhouse use/occupation related materials; 1784 Greenhouse west wing construction-related 
materials; late 18th century and early 19th century domestic materials associated with Lloyd family use of the Greenhouse; and 20th century Greenhouse 
preservation-related materials. Test Unit 7 was excavated to a depth of 1.9’ below current yard surface grade, and contained six stratigraphic layers and three 
features. Archaeological resources recovered from this unit included pre-1784 Greenhouse construction-related materials; 1784 Greenhouse west wing 
construction related materials; late 18th century yard/garden surfaces; 19th century yard/garden surfaces; and 20th century Greenhouse preservation related 
materials. 

The intact archaeological resources recovered in the course of this project and outlined in this summary can be separated into five strata, which are the 
archaeological stratigraphy related to distinct temporal episodes. These strata can be separated into: 1) Prehistoric Era; 2) 1st Phase of Greenhouse 
Construction; 3) 1784 – Greenhouse Redesign; 4) 18th and 19th Century Greenhouse Occupation; and 5) 20th Century Greenhouse Use and Preservation. 

Background historical research and oral histories differ concerning the Greenhouse’s initial date of construction. Historical research suggests a construction 
date of the c. 1770s, while oral histories suggest an initial date of construction of c. 1740s. Archaeological testing has shown that the Greenhouse underwent 
two major developmental phases—with the main block of the Greenhouse having been constructed in the 1770s and the East and West Wings and hypocaust 
system added in the mid-1780s. In addition to providing evidence of the Greenhouse’s structural change, levels and features excavated in the course of this 
project have shed light on the social use of the Wye Greenhouse throughout the 18th and 19th centuries. Artifact deposits analyzed in this report detail the 
Lloyd family’s use of the Greenhouse as both a social space and as a symbol of 18th century opulence. Artifact analyses also shed light on the use of the 
Greenhouse’s north shed as a slave quarter from the 1790s through the 1840s. Testing in the course of this project has concluded that there is a high degree 
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of archaeological integrity within the project’s area of potential effect. In addition, testing has determined that intact archaeological resources have the distinct 
potential to add a considerable depth of historical knowledge concerning the Greenhouse’s structural change and social use throughout the 18th and 19th 
centuries. 

Further archaeological work has been completed around the property, including the building at Locus two and units that included the extensive yards between 
the buildings. However, there is currently no documentation in state records. 

In summary, much of the area included in site 18TA314 is likely intact and archaeologically significant to Indigenous, African-American, and European-
American history along the Eastern Shore. Further work could be completed around the Wye House and the north, west, and south sides of the property, as 
these have not been archaeologically investigated. They may hold more information on the activities and lives of those who lived on site, including Indigenous 
before the house was built.


