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Site 18ST829, variously known as RCGA Area 1, Locus 1, Rose Hill Area 1, or Great Lawn, is primarily a diffuse scatter of 18th-20th century artifacts at the 
north end of Leonardtown in St. Mary’s County. The site is situated on an interior flat. Specifically, it is in an area known as the “Great Lawn” at St. Mary’s 
Academy, a former ecclesial site for the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, a Catholic order of nuns. The area is a broad grass field bounded on the west by a 
state highway and abandoned access roads on the north and south. The surrounding landscape is a college campus. Soils at the site are Beltsville silt loams.

Site 18ST829 historically was known as the “Great Lawn”. It was part of a 255 acre parcel that first was patented in 1747 by John Ford and was called “Ford’s 
Inclosure”. The property later transferred to a Gerard Causin, and eventually to Ann Blakistone and her husband. They held the property until her death in 
1884. Shortly after that, the property was sold to Colonel Richard Miles who donated it to the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, Kentucky. St. Mary’s Academy 
was opened in 1885, probably in the former Blakistone house, Rose Hill. A second school structure (MIHP# SM-422) was constructed in 1935, just to the east 
of the site.

The site was first identified in 1995 during a Phase I cultural resources survey for the planned expansion of the Leonardtown campus of the College of 
southern Maryland. The site was originally designated as “Area 1” of Site 18ST641 and was part of a larger survey area that encompassed approximately 15 
acres of developed and undeveloped land within the campus. This larger area included 10 areas of historic cultural activity that spanned the early 19th through 
20th centuries. The site was not designated as 18ST829 until July of 2009.

Phase I work at the site entailed the excavation of 12 shovel test pits (STPs). Seven of these produced artifacts, while 5 were negative. Domestic artifacts 
recovered included Buckley sherds and whiteware. Most of the other artifacts were architectural. Some bottle glass was also recovered from the site, but was 
generally too fragmentary to be diagnostic. Based on the architectural debris (consisting of brick, daub, and square nails), as well as the presence of Buckley 
and whiteware (1 sherd each) the area was tentatively interpreted as originating with an eighteenth century farm building that was used into the nineteenth 
century. It could have been a dairy, since Buckley was frequently used for cream pans, pitchers, and storage jars. It is also possible that a domestic structure 
was here, as daub suggests that a chimney was present.  If this area was a domestic site, it could have been a slave quarter, as evidenced by the lack of 
window glass and more expensive ceramics.  The Buckley sherd, an eighteenth-century utilitarian ware, could have been handed down to slaves as a better 
quality, more decorative ware came into fashion. This kind of occupation could also account for the whiteware and the more recent bottle glass, as slavery 
persisted into the 1860s. It was difficult to assign a date to the site as there were only two diagnostics, but even the non-diagnostic materials seem to suggest 
an early to mid-nineteenth century occupation at the latest. In addition, the presence of a stratigraphic occupation layer suggests the existence of a significant 
archeological deposit in the area.

The full 1995 Phase I assemblage included 8 pieces of brick, 2 pieces of daub, 2 square nail fragments (that mend), 1 Buckley sherd, 1 whiteware sherd ,1 
olive bottle glass fragment, and an aqua bottle lip.

The site was not examined again until the fall of 2008. The project was a combined Phase I/Phase II cultural resources study for portions of MD 5 between 
MD 245 and MD 243. Improvements (then) planned for the MD 5 corridor included potential widening of both sides of the road, changes to intersection 
configurations, the construction of center lane median strips, the installation of traffic control devices, and construction if bicycle lanes and sidewalks. The 
cultural resources study was designed to facilitate compliance with applicable Federal, State, and County regulations, including Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the Maryland Historical Trust Act of 1985, and applicable portions of the Annotated Code of Maryland. The Phase II portion 
of the study was carried out at 18ST829, which would be heavily impacted by the proposed highway improvements.

The Phase II archeological study of 18ST829 included pedestrian survey, and the excavation of 52 systematic shovel tests, and ten 1 X 1 m test units. Shovel 
tests were excavated at 4.6 m (15 ft), 9.1 m (30 ft), and 18.2 m (60 ft) intervals as required to complete the Phase I testing grid, which was designed using an 
18.2 m interval non-coordinate based grid. All shovel tests measured 40 cm in diameter and were excavated to a minimum depth of 10 cm into Pleistocene 
sediments or until ground conditions prevented further excavation. Soil was removed in natural stratigraphic horizons and screened through hardware mesh. 
Test unit excavation preceded in 10 cm arbitrary levels within natural stratigraphy to a minimum depth of 10 cm into sterile subsoil. All excavated soil in test 
units was also screened and the units were documented suing digital and black and white photography. All pertinent data was recorded on standardized forms 
using common methods and nomenclature.
Historic artifacts were recovered from 20 shovel tests, or 38.5 per cent of the 52 shovel tests excavated during the Phase II investigation.  A prehistoric quartz 
primary flake recovered from one shovel test was regarded as an isolated find and does not contribute to the overall definition of the site.  Historic artifacts 
recovered consist primarily of domestic artifacts but also include a low number of architectural materials.  Of the 335 historic artifacts recovered during the 
project, 207 artifacts (61.8 %) were recovered during shovel test excavation.  Artifacts included 62 pieces of ceramic (10 creamware, 13 pearlware, 14 
whiteware, 1 white salt-glazed stoneware, 1 Staffordshire slipware, 2 Westerwald), 208 fragments of glass (109 machine-made), 24 pieces of metal (including 
5 cut nails), 4 oyster shells, 28 pieces of brick, a piece of asphalt, and 8 synthetic or plastic items.  Distributed across the study area, these artifacts re-
defined Area 1 as a diffuse scatter of late eighteenth to modern period artifacts that are associated only broadly with generalized trends in the historical 
development of the former St. Mary's Academy campus.

In addition, the Phase II evaluation of the site revealed that extensive sub-surface disturbances had occurred across most portions of the site. All shovel tests 
recorded disturbed soils or imported fill materials overlying the natural subsoil. Most fill materials dated from the mid-twentieth century, as did areas of 
disturbance adjacent to MD 245. Two historic plow zones underlying the fill material contained mid-eighteenth to twentieth century material, while a remnant of 
a third historic plow zone contained mid-late eighteenth century material.  Overlying subsoil, these soil horizons represented at least four periods in the historic 
development of the current campus of the College of Southern Maryland, each of which included cultivation and later landscaping within the site.

The horizontal distribution of materials shows no distinct concentrations that would indicate potential locations of outbuildings, specific areas of refuse discard, 
or other activity areas.  Not including fragments of brick, shovel tests generally yielded an average of 11 artifacts.  Distributions of shovel tests and test units 
that yielded higher artifact amounts were isolated and suggested a random pattern of discard, such as would be typical within an agricultural setting and 
adjacent to a heavily traveled roadway such as MD 5 and MD 245.  The overall low number of artifacts related to the early development of the property 
suggests that no buildings were located within the site during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and that historically the area has always been 
undeveloped wooded or agricultural land.  Historic documents also indicate that buildings associated with the nearby Rose Hill site during the late nineteenth 
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and twentieth century were not located within 18ST829.

In April of 2014 a second Phase I project was carried out at 18ST829, in associations with a major stormwater treatment project in Leonardtown. In the areas 
that would be impacted by stormwater improvements, shovel test pits were initially excavated at 20 m intervals, with 10 m interval radials around positive 
STPs. All soils were screened through hardware mesh.

Seven of the STPs outside of the previously defined boundaries of 18ST829 produced 23 historic artifacts, leading to an expansion of the site boundaries to 
the south. The finds occurred as two linear clusters located approximately 10-m south of, and parallel to, a tree-lined, raised historic roadbed leading from MD 
245, east to the former St. Mary’s Academy building. Recovered artifacts included a plastic cola bottle, various plastic scraps, cut nails, redware ceramic, 
plastic fragments, a ball-clay tobacco pipe stem, a possible wrought nail, and an Anheuser-Busch bottle fragment. Historic and modern artifacts recovered 
from positive STPs were largely commingled within the uppermost stratum.  No more than three artifacts were recovered from each STP.

Based on the findings of both the 2008 and 20014 studies at 18ST829, it would appear that the site does not have any research potential. It should not be 
considered a significant archeological resource.


