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The Grason’s Wharf site (18ST574) consists of the remains of a 19th century pile and timber wharf structure and steamboat landing, and a ca. 1912 steel 
hulled yacht shipwreck (Wreck 21). The wharf was also the site of a Navy coaling station during the Civil War. The site is located off Cross Manor peninsula, 
in St. Inigoes Creek, below the 18th century site of Cross Manor (18ST571). Erosion is heaviest along the western face of the point, with tide and wave action 
continually eating away at the shoreline, but the eastern shoreline is growing. 

In May of 1988, Washington Perspectives, Inc. contracted for a preliminary underwater archeological investigation of the waters of the St. Inigoes Creek and 
the beachfront adjacent to the Cross Manor estate. The study was undertaken on behalf of the then current owners of Cross Manor to comply with U.S. Army 
Corp of Engineers permit requirements for the construction of sea walls, bulkheads, a riprap breakwater, and the fill and planting of marsh grasses along the 
estate shoreline to stabilize the beach against erosion. The purpose of the investigation was to establish the parameters of the cultural resource base within 
the area of potential effect. 

The survey area extended to a maximum reconnaissance range of 24.38 m (80’) from the mean high watermark (MHW) on the beach, along a frontage of 
over 396 m (1,300’) in extent. The coastal areas of the project were divided into 6 component areas. On the western shoreline encompassing A-1, A-2, and 
half of A-3, seven stations were established at 24.38 m intervals, beginning 7.62 m (25') south of the tip. At each station, a 24.38 m line, marked off in 3.048 
m (10') intervals, was attached to a stake in the ground at the MHW on the beach. By conducting radial surveys, at a progressively wider sweep from the 
station stake with each swing, divers were able to systematically examine an extensive sample of the bottom, including the wharf area. From the northern tip 
of A-3 and east through B-1, and B-2 (B-3 was not surveyed), a systematic reconnaissance was carried out with the aid of scuba. Three divers swam abreast 
of each other at approximately 4.57 m (15') intervals, to accommodate for the angle of incline of the shoreline. Lines were maintained by setting compass 
courses, with two complete sweeps carried out to accommodate an extreme range of 24.38 m from the shore and a mean range of 18.28 m (60'). All observed 
artifacts were noted but none were collected.

No cultural features were encountered in Areas A-1 or A-2 during the survey. However, the archeologists did note a variety of artifactual debris. There were 
wood fragments, fair amounts of brickbats and brick fragments, a late 18th century glass wine bottle fragment, a few modern bottles, and some iron 
concretions, probably of modern origin. 

At the southern end of Area A-3’s western side, a wide variety of artifacts were revealed on the adjacent beach, heavily concentrated in an area approximately 
9.14 m (30’) in length. Materials included 19th century stoneware, copper strips, dross possibly associated with a forge or smithy, coal, brickbats, and iron 
fragments. 

Grason’s Wharf (also known as Jones Wharf) was located at the northernwestern tip of area A-3, where the beach drops off precipitously. In the immediate 
area of the wharf small coal fragments, probably related to the Naval coaling station, 6 wooden stretchers, and a single crossbeam were noted on and in the 
beach in the immediate beach surf line. The stretchers ran at a 90° angle to the beach and directly into a shallow berm at the edge of the upland plain. At 
least 3 pilings were observed just to the south of that structure, and several more pilings were visible from the shore in the immediate near-shore. Probing at a 
range of about 18.28 m from the beach located solid timbers and a spread of either stone or shell. The timber lay from 0.1524-0.609 m (0.5-2’) beneath the 
sediments and was irregularly spread over an area estimated to be at least 9.14 m in length. A single wooden cleat was noted projecting above the bottom 
and probing revealed that it was attached to a large timber buried by 30 cm or more of sediment and grass. A possible dolphin post was identified at about 
22.86 m (75’) from the beach at a depth of 3.65-4.57 m (12-15’). It was approximately 45.72 cm (18”) in diameter, and had several large spikes located at 
intervals within its mass and possible rope wear marks at its northern extremity. 

Examination of an undated photograph of Grason’s Wharf indicated that it was a common T-head wharf with an estimated 15.24 m (50’) square head, of cob 
construction design. The T-head was buttressed on its 2 seaward extremities by dolphin posts composed of at least 8 logs or headers apiece and on its 
shoreward sides by dolphins of 3 to 4 logs. At the rear of the wharf there was a 2-story storehouse with large doors that opened to the seaward side. Cobble 
or shell fill was visible in the photo on 2 sides of the wharf and timber flooring was apparent within. There was no indication of access to the seaward edges of 
the wharf, which suggested that boarding of steamboats or other vessels was made possible only through the placement of a boarding platform placed directly 
from the wharf flooring, over the cobble, and onto the vessel. 

On the northeast, or cove side, of A-3 the drop-off is also precipitous. A large steel-hulled derelict vessel was observed directly abutting the shore. It was 
suggested that the shipwreck is a modern (ca. 1912) private yacht abandoned at the present site in 1967 after having been burned and stripped by a salvage 
company. The approximate dimensions of the wreck were 34.13 x 5.48 m (112’x18’). Round portholes and oblong scuppers were noted on the port side. It 
was determined that the wreck itself, of modern construction, was of little or no cultural consequence or historical or architectural value. The wreck, however, 
was considered to have become something of an artificial breakwater, preventing erosion of that portion of the shoreline. 

A single ca. 9.14 m long iron pipe was noted to the immediate west of the wreck, on the cove side lip of the peninsula. It was considered to be perhaps a drain 
or water pipe, or even a disarticulated portion of the derelict shipwreck. Its purpose was unclear. At about 45.72 m (150’) northeast of the wreck, a block of 
iron was observed. It was thought that this may have been a winch, possibly a disarticulated part of the wreck deposited during the wrecking process. 

The far eastern end of A-3 had a more tapered slope from the beach. Beneath leaves and rotting vegetation along the bottom, a substantial shell deposit, 
possibly the remains of an oyster bed or shell dump, was located. 

No cultural features or artifacts were encountered in Areas B-1 and B-2; therefore, nothing of archeological relevance was considered to be in danger of 
impact from construction activities. Area B-3 was not surveyed so no conclusion was presented concerning that area. As an archeological consideration, the 
shipwreck was deemed to pose no obstruction to planned stabilization efforts, but it was suggested that its removal should be carefully considered in light of 
its own stabilizing effects on the shoreline. It was recommended that systematic shovel testing and surface collection be conducted on the peninsular section 
of Area A-3 and that a full survey, excavation, and recording of features of and associated with Grason’s Wharf, on land and in the water, be carried out prior 
to stabilizing activities. 
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In October of 1988, a systematic search of the near-shore area along the tip of the Cross Manor peninsula was conducted. The goal of the investigation was 
to determine if heavy machine activity associated with the proposed shoreline stabilization project would impact any significant subsurface archeological 
remains on the tract of land that made up the project area. The project area was the spit of land projecting northward into the creek. The spit was triangular in 
shape and measured from less than 4.572 m from the northernmost extreme to 54.86 m (180’) at the base of the triangle. 

Five test pits measuring 0.762 x 0.914 m (2.5’x3’) were excavated along a transect roughly parallel to the shoreline on the western side of the spit. Selected 
portions of the test units were screened through 3/8” mesh hardware cloth. As no artifacts were recovered and most of the soil layers were determined to be 
Civil War and later, screening was abandoned. Looking at the soil profiles of the test pits, it appears that screening was stopped after the first 2 test units, 
where artifacts (presumably late 19th and 20th century in origin) were noted as coming from the topsoil. A heavy coal layer was identified in test pits 2-5 
generally within the 5th or 6th natural stratum, encountered at depths below surface between 35.05 cm (1.15’) in test pit 5 and 47.24 cm (1.55’) in test pit 4. In 
test pits 1 and 6, the water table was reached before the excavation could identify a coal lens. Pilings identified below the sand were within the coal deposit as 
were horizontal parts of the dock. The soils along the spit were extremely hard and compact. No features were identified.

In addition to the test unit excavations, all visible and vertical construction timbers of the wharf were mapped and marked with stakes, some of which project 
above the water table at high tide. The sand was removed from atop 2 of the timbers in order to determine if they extended back under the sand at the edge of 
the shoreline, which appeared to be the case. After overburden removal along the beach, 6 pilings were located and mapped. The structural remains of the 
wharf were mapped and staked, locating them for the contractors involved in the shoreline stabilization. It was determined that given the compactness of the 
soils, if any unidentified archeological features were present below the coal layer, they would be undisturbed by machinery.

The Grason’s Wharf site (18ST574) is significant as an historic wharf/coaling station during the Civil War period of occupation, as a generic Maryland 
riverfront facility, but most importantly as a unique typological variant of 18th century, and possibly 17th century, wharf design surviving into the 19th and 20th 
centuries. It is unclear how much of the wharf site was avoided or damaged during the shoreline stabilization project but there may be remnant pilings located 
in the area immediately adjacent to the riprap.


