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The Bohlen Site (18ST183) represents a Late Archaic period short-term camp and a 19th to mid- 20th century farmstead. An abandoned mid-19th century 
farmhouse and two small outbuildings are located in the northern portion of the site. An abandoned 19th century cemetery (called Hencoop Farm Cemetery), 
which is partially enclosed by an iron fence, is located in an overgrown area to the south of the site. The site is situated in Point Lookout State Park, in St. 
Mary’s County. It is located in a fallow field along the east side of a tributary of the Potomac River. Due in part to the low elevation of the plain in the area, 
drainage is mostly poor. Soil in the site area is mainly Othello silt loam, which is deep, poorly drained soil formed in silty deposits underlain by older sandy 
sediments. The soil is not easily worked, but can be cultivated if it is artificially drained. The site area measures roughly 237 m north-south and 134 m east-
west. 

The archeological record for the vicinity of the site indicated that the area was visited and exploited as early as the Paleo-Indian period. As settlement patterns 
gravitated more towards riverine and estuarine settings, prehistoric exploitation of the area would have increased. European exploration of St. Mary’s County 
began with Spanish vessels during the late 16th century and Captain John Smith’s reconnaissance of the Chesapeake in 1608. Permanent European 
settlement began in 1634. The site is in the area of a 3000-acre manor granted to Governor Leonard Calvert in 1638 and called St. Michael’s Hundred. 

Records show that the Jacobs property was originally part of Kirke’s Plantation in the 17th century. Kirke’s Plantation was rented land and as such does not 
appear in lists of landowners. The property could be traced back to the 1840’s when it was then known as Hencoop Farm and owned by Walter Langley. 
Walter Langley was the son of William B Langley, who in 1798 owned a brick house valued at $350 near the Potomac. According to the 1798 tax records, the 
house measured 11.58x9.75 m (38’x32’), there was a kitchen that measured 4.87x3.65 m (16’x12’), and a workhouse of the same size, in bad repair. Historic 
maps showed that a house existed near the south end of the site as early as 1823. It is present on 1850 and 1862 maps but is not present on a 1908 map. It 
was postulated that this was the same house as the brick dwelling listed in 1798. The farm went to Walter Langley Jr. who appeared to have rented out the 
land. By 1850, a second house was present on the property, at the north end of the project area. The structure was present on 1901, 1912, and 1937 maps. It 
was suggested that the northern property was built as a replacement tenant house when the southern dwelling was abandoned. At his death, the farm went to 
Langley’s two unmarried nieces in 1898, who continued to rent it out as a tenant farm.

The site was first identified in 1979 during a shoreline survey to examine the margins of the Potter Creek estuary. The Maryland State Highway Administration 
(SHA) conducted preliminary investigations in the site area between 1998 and 2000. A large wetland mitigation facility was to be constructed in an agricultural 
field along the east side of Potter Creek, referred to as the Jacobs property. The Bohlen Site (18ST183) was identified at the north end of the field.  The 
results of those surveys were presented in Appendix B of the original report (2003) of the combined Phase I/II investigations conducted in 2002 (below) and 
are presented here. An unsystematic pedestrian survey resulted in the identification of prehistoric and historic material, and a stemmed quartz point was 
collected. An abandoned residential structure (the Jacobs house) was noted along with a now non-extant barn in the field just east of the project area. 
Archeologists also monitored the installation of groundwater monitoring wells and the mechanical stripping of 4 trenches to evaluate soils. During the well 
excavations, all excavated soil was screened through 1/4” mesh. Not all artifacts observed were collected during the investigations. During the backhoe 
trenching, the soil was “troweled through” as it was removed by the backhoe from the trenches. Three of the trenches had a 50x50 cm test unit 
stratigraphically excavated into one wall. Those soils were screened and all artifacts were collected. SHA recommended Phase I and II study for the area, 
which they called the Bohlen Site. 

A total of 238 historic period artifacts were retained from the 1998 and 2000 studies. There were 160 architectural items (127 brick fragments, 1 piece of 
roofing slate, 28 cut or wrought nails, and 4 pieces of flat glass). There was 1 clothing item, a porcelain button. There were 59 kitchen-related items (27 
fragments of vessel/bottle glass, 2 pieces of table glass, 1 porcelain sherd, 1 creamware, 1 Rockingham, 5 pearlware, 9 whiteware, 3 other refined 
earthenware, 1 gray salt-glazed stoneware, and 1 yellowware sherd, and 7 animal bone fragment). There were 9 miscellaneous items (6 unidentified metal 
objects and 3 pieces of plastic). 

A total of 143 prehistoric period artifacts were retained from the 1998 and 2000 studies. There were 6 pieces of debitage, 1 biface tool, and 1 unidentified 
projectile point. There were 6 fire-cracked rocks. There was 1 groundstone celt. A total of 129 oyster shell fragments were also recorded for the prehistoric 
component. 

Combined Phase I and II archeological investigations were conducted in 2002 at the Bohlen Site to establish the boundaries of the site and its relationship to 
previously identified sites in the vicinity, and to determine its eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. This was part of larger project that 
included archeological survey ahead of proposed road improvements to MD 5 between Camp Brown Road and Point Lookout. Prior to subsurface testing, 
most of the field was cleared and plowed, and then subjected to controlled surface collection using a 5x5 m grid. Shovel test pits (STPs) were then excavated 
at 10 m intervals and judgmental intervals in the unplowed areas near the north end of the field (STPs 1-13). Several other STPs were placed in cleared areas 
near the old driveway (STPs 18-20), and within an overgrown area between the shoreline of Potter Creek and the house (STPs 14-17). This was followed by 
the excavation of nineteen 1 m² test units; 9 units to evaluate the historic component of the site and 10 test units to evaluate the prehistoric component of the 
site. Two 0.5 m x 1 m test units were placed on the edge of the bank along the creek shoreline, near visible brick scatters. Both the structures to the north end 
of the field and the cemetery at the south end of the field were outside of the limits of disturbance. 

Results of the surface collection indicated an increase in historic artifact density towards the north end of the site in the vicinity of the abandoned Jacobs 
house. A few early to mid-18th century ceramic sherds were recovered but the majority dated from the 19th and 20th centuries. No concentrations of 
architectural debris were noted. Prehistoric artifacts were found scattered across the site with a slightly higher density closer to the shoreline.

Results of the shovel testing in the northern part of the site revealed the presence of a 19th century trash midden deposit at STP 3 in the area extending from 
the two small outbuildings into the yard south of the house, which is now part of the agricultural field. No 18th century material was recovered from the STPs. 
Very few artifacts were recovered from STPs excavated in what would have been the backyard (west). No artifacts were recovered from a subplowzone 
context in the STPs. 

Results of the test unit excavations showed the same increase in density of historic materials towards the northern part of the site as noted during the surface 
collection. The test units encountered a plowzone of dark yellowish brown to dark brown silt loam that ranged in thickness from 26-38 cm. Test Unit 19, south 
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of the house and outbuildings and adjacent to STP 3, contained a thick (48 cm) trash midden layer of oyster shell and household and architectural debris. 
Test Units 18, 20, and 21 contained artifacts of a similar nature to the midden deposit, but in those units it was thinner. The artifacts recovered from the 
midden deposits reflected a mid-late 19th century. No other historic features were encountered in the test units. The test units placed to evaluate the 
prehistoric component revealed no artifact concentrations and encountered only a few artifacts. All artifacts were recovered from the plowzone. 

The two 0.5 m x 1 m test units were placed on the edge of the bank in the northern part of the site area, near visible brick scatters. The profiles of both units 
exhibited plowzone soils 23-30 cm thick over a truncated B horizon. No evidence of brick features or concentrations of bricks, or any other features, were 
identified. The artifacts recovered from the units are consistent with the 19th century occupation of the Jacobs house. 

A total of 1,943 historic period artifacts were recovered during the 2002 study. There were 11 activity items including 2 toy marbles, 5 pieces of lamp glass, 1 
staple, 2 pieces of farm equipment, and 1 rusted wheel. There were 943 architectural items including 219 brick fragments, 89 shards of window glass, 223 cut 
nails, 356 wire nails, 23 roofing nails, 17 unidentified nails, 7 spikes, 3 pieces of roofing slate, 2 pieces of miscellaneous hardware, 1 hinge, and 3 ceramic tile 
fragments. There were 6 clothing items including 2 plastic, 2 white glass, 1 bisque, and 1 copper alloy buttons. There were 781 kitchen-related items including 
294 container glass fragments, 17 glass liner fragments, 10 pieces of table glass, 425 ceramic sherds (20 pearlware, 20 ironstone, 16 porcelain, 20 semi-
porcelain, 25 redware, 226 whiteware, 7 Albany slip stoneware, 7 creamware, 6 yellowware, 2 Delftware, 4 Westerwald, 2 Jackfield-style, and 1 unidentified 
ceramic sherd), 1 aluminum pull tab, and 34 animal bone fragments. There were 189 miscellaneous items including 177 pieces of unidentified glass, 3 pieces 
of plastic, and 9 fragments of unidentified metal. There were 5 personal items including 2 door keys, 1 red teardrop shaped faceted bead, 1 mourning jewelry 
pin, and 1 glass figurine fragment. There were 3 tobacco items (2 white clay pipe stems and 1 bowl fragment). There were 5 arms-related items including 2 
grey gunflints and 3 modern shotgun shells. 

A total of 71 prehistoric period artifacts were recovered during the 2002 study. There were 57 pieces of debitage and 7 cores. There were 3 biface fragments 
and 1 preform, 1 reamer/borer, and 1 possible Brewerton side-notched point. The only item cataloged as an ‘other lithic’ in the table above was a quartzite 
hammerstone. The majority of the lithic assemblage was made on quartz (n=47 or 67%) followed by quartzite, chert and jasper, and single specimens each of 
siltstone and sandstone.  

The Bohlen Site (18ST183) is located in the Western Shore Region, which is an ideal study area for the research of early European settlement in Maryland 
and agrarian society in the 17th and 18th centuries. A house was present at the south end of the site at least as early as 1798 and the low density of 18th 
century ceramics recovered probably relate to that occupation. However, no vertical distinctions could be made between the 18th century ceramics and the 
later 19th century material associated with the extant farmhouse. Furthermore, while the site does represent a mid-late 19th century farmstead, it did not have 
the potential to yield significant information about the transition from an agricultural base to a mercantile economy. The lack of prehistoric ceramics and the 
presence of a possible Brewerton point at the site suggested a Late Archaic use of the area. The relatively low-density of material recovered indicated a short-
term resource procurement site. Neither the prehistoric nor the historic components at 18ST183 have the potential to yield further valuable information. No 
further work was recommended at the site.


