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 Projectile Point Types
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All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts
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Le Croy

Morrow Mntn

Guilford

Brewerton

Otter Creek

Koens-Crispin

Perkiomen

Susquehana
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 Prehistoric Sherd Types
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Dated features present at site

Early 20th century wreck of the Herbert D. Maxwell

 Historic Artifacts  Historic Features
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Activity item(s)
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Human remain(s)

Faunal material
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Other

Const feature
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Privy/outhouse
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Trash pit/dump
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Planting feature

Road/walkway

Depression/mound
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Railroad bed

Earthworks

Mill raceway

 Wheel pit

Unknown

Other

vessel

All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts

Radiocarbon Data:

Sample 1: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 2: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 3: +/- years BP Reliability

Sample 4: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 5: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 6: +/- years BP Reliability

Sample 7: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 8: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 9: +/- years BP Reliability

Additional radiocarbon results available
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Underwater site 18QU241 is the submerged archeological remains of an early 20th century shipwreck off of Kent Island in Queen Anne’s County. The site is 
situated in marine sediments beneath about 23m (75 ft) of water off the western shore of the island.

The site was first recorded as an archeological site in April of 1990 during the course of a combined Phase I/II remote sensing project carried out on behalf of 
the Maryland Port Administration (MPA) as part of the larger Deep Trough Dredge Disposal project. The MPA was (at the time) considering the feasibility of 
using the Deep Trough area of the Chesapeake Bay (off the western shore of Kent Island) as a disposal site for dredged sediments from bay channels leading 
to Baltimore Harbor. Over 2 million cubic yards of sediment would be dredged from the channels and redeposited at Deep Trough. The US Army Corps of 
Engineers, at the permitting agency, has the responsibility as an agency of the federal government to protect and preserve cultural resources. Their 
obligations under a number of pieces of federal legislation necessitated the study.

The remote sensing work was carried out over a 500 acre primary area and an additional 1250 acre expanded area for a total of 1750 acres. The combined 
area was surveyed at a line spacing interval of 27 meters (90 feet). Lines were run north-south because of prevailing winds and tidal directions. Since the 500 
acre primary area occupied a position approximately centered within the total 1750 acre area, the decision was made in the field to survey the entire north-
south length of the large area, but begin with those lines which fell between the east-west borders of the primary area. A total of 54 lines were surveyed.

Survey instrumentation consisted of a Geometric G866 proton precession magnetometer and an EG&G 260 side-scan sonar. Positioning was performed with 
a Motorola MiniRanger III radio positioning device interfaced with a Hewlett-Packard computer which simultaneously stored magnetic readings and provided 
time event marks to both the magnetometer and the sonar at ten second intervals. Data was collected by the magnetometer at a 1 second sample rate. 
Readings were recorded on the 866’s internal chart recorder in both a numeric and chart format to provide a hard copy backup to the data stored on magnetic 
disk. The sonar was set at a 500 kHz setting with ranges set between 50 and 75 meters depending on the height of the towfish (sensor) above the bottom. 
The magnetometer sensor was towed at a distance of 56.39 m (185 ft) behind the MiniRanger receiver, and the sonar at 25.9 m (85 ft).

The survey vessel used throughout the project was a 10.67 m (35 ft) fiberglass-hulled yacht powered by two diesel engines. The vessel proved to be ideal for 
this project as it offered plenty of enclosed space to shelter gear and crew from the elements and was able to operate in 2-3 foot seas.

The site was first recorded as Target X2970-1 and both magnetic and acoustic records suggested a large wooden-hulled sailing vessel. The almost 
photographic quality of the sonogram clearly showed the intact structure of the vessel, three open hatches, and the stubs of masts. The stern appeared to be 
damaged.

Archival research revealed that Target X2970-1 was the four-masted schooner Hebert D. Maxwell. The Maxwell was built in Bath, Maine by the New England 
Company and was first registered with the Bureau of Navigation on October 28th, 1905. Her registered dimensions were a length of 185.9 feet, a breadth of 
38.4 feet and a depth of 14 feet with four masts and one deck and a capacity of 772 tons. She was described as having a billet head and elliptic stern. Her 
home port was Seaford, Delaware, where she was owned by William J. Quillin. The Maxwell sank as the result of a collision with another vessel, the Duke of 
Gloucester, on May 16th, 1910.

The Maxwell, which lies in 23m (75 ft) of water, is a favorite recreational dive spot with local scuba divers. It has been largely stripped of brass fittings and 
removable artifacts, reportedly including the ship’s bell. The structure of the hull, however, is remarkably well preserved and is an excellent example of the 
large schooners built in New England after 1880 during the final era of the American sailing ship. 

Prior to 1900, New England schooners, which were regarded as the finest fishing vessels in the world, were rarely over 100 feet tonnage length. These were 
built at a time when timber was plentiful and single oak and pine timbers in ships were sometimes 75 feet long. Around the turn of the century, timber became 
scarcer while at the same time the demand for larger vessels increased. This resulted in the use of far more short timbers requiring many more fasteners than 
would have been considered prudent when materials were plentiful. The construction of the Maxwell falls during this transitional period between the traditional 
80 to 100 foot three-masted schooner and the 125 to 240 foot 4, 5, 6, and 7-masters built to compete with the early barge lines in the coal trade. 

The Maxwell is representative of a type of vessel which played a key role in the development of modern industrial America and was, thus, considered to be 
potentially eligible to the National Register of Historic Places. Due to the prospect of the wreck’s fragile hull being crushed if buried in dredged spoils, 
avoidance of Site 18QU241 was recommended as the best option in the Deep Trough Dredge Disposal project report. It should be noted that the site was re-
located in 2012 by the Institute of Maritime History via side-scan sonar, but no diving on the vessel by archeologists has occurred. The shipwreck should still 
be considered a significant archeological resource.


