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Riversdale Mansion (18PR390) is an early 19th century Calvert family plantation house in the town of Riversdale Park, Maryland. The site is situated on a 
relict terrace on the floodplain of the Northeast Branch of the Anacostia River. Prior to the early 18th century, most of the Riverdale area probably was 
forested. By the middle of the 19th century, farms covered much of the landscape with woodlots preserved in those areas less suited to tobacco and grain 
agriculture. Today, the roughly 7+ acre Riversdale property is surrounded by urban/residential development. Beltsville-Urban Complex soils encompass much 
of the surrounding landscape. Originally well-drained silt loams and fine sandy loams on top of compact fragipan, 20th century residential and commercial 
development has extensively disturbed the soils in the area.

The Riversdale Mansion, also known as the “Calvert Mansion”, was built around 1802 and was originally part of an 800 acre estate and plantation. Riversdale 
is extremely large by early 19th century standards. The neo-classical (Federal) style, popular during this period, was adapted with a two-story main house and 
outstretched wings. The house was entered through a north portico with four Doric columns. A parlor was located on the west and a dining room was on the 
east side of a principal salon or drawing room. Although the kitchen may have been located originally in an outbuilding, and later in the cellar, it eventually 
occupied the south part of the east wing. Utility rooms such as stair halls and storage space were located on the north while principal living rooms enjoyed the 
southern exposure.

Five phases of archeological work have been conducted at Riversdale (18PR390) over the years. Extensive archival research into the history of Riversdale 
was conducted during the various research projects. However, much work remains to be done as many of the source records are in French (due to the 
Belgian heritage of some of the earliest occupants). The archival evidence reveals that the mansion was built by Baron Joseph Stier, a wealthy Belgian 
aristocrat who fled the French Revolution’s invading armies with his family in 1794. The family included his wife, Marie Louise Peeters Stier (1748-1804), their 
son, Charles Jean and his wife, Marie Van Havre Stier; a daughter, Isabelle, and her husband, Baron Jean Van Havre; and their youngest child Rosalie 
Eugenia.

The Stiers landed in the United States at Philadelphia where they remained about a year before settling in the vicinity of Annapolis, Maryland. During this 
period, Rosalie Stier (1778-1821) met and married (1799) George Calvert (1768-1838). Calvert was a direct descendent of the Lords Calvert, founders of 
Maryland, and was a member of the state legislature. The couple took residence as George’s home, Mt. Airy. In April 1801, Baron Stier purchased the 800 
acre estate that was to be called Riversdale. Construction of the mansion began almost immediately, while the family lived in a house in nearby Bladensburg. 
The new home was based on an architectural design created by Benjamin Henry Latrobe for “Gamble Hill”, home of Colonel John Harvie in Richmond, 
Virginia. It follows the Gamble Hill plan very closely. Brick for Stier’s house was made of clay found and fired on the property. Interpretations vary, but, by 
1802 the Stiers inhabited their home, though it was still under construction.

By 1802, the political climate in Europe had changed so radically that the Stiers began to yearn for their former home in the old country. Charles Jean Stier 
had returned to Belgium in 1801. In 1803 the elder Stiers, Isabelle, and her husband also went back to Europe leaving Rosalie and George Calvert to oversee 
the completion of Riversdale. In addition to having an American husband, Rosalie had fallen in love with America in a way that her parents and other relatives 
had not. Although she hoped to rejoin her parents, at least for a visit, they were in fact never to see each other again.

It is precisely because this reunion never occurred that a significant body of correspondence was exchanged between Rosalie and her family. In nearly every 
letter that has been translated, Rosalie faithfully reports on the progress made toward finishing and furnishing the mansion. The letters describe details as to 
the type of cornices, chandeliers, mantle pieces, sofas, portraits, lamps and mirrors inside the house. Outdoor improvements to gardens, fences, walkways, 
other landscaping concerns and outbuildings are detailed as well. Of particular interest to both Rosalie and her father are the gardens and bulbs established 
by Baron Henri before his departure. He was apparently an avid gardener and it fell to Rosalie to care for his prized bulbs.

For the next 8 decades Riversdale, which came to be known as the Calvert Mansion, was occupied by the heirs and descendents of George and Rosalie 
Calvert. Rosalie died in 1821, shortly before the death of her father. George Calvert retained all the property of Baron Stier in America in trust for Rosalie’s five 
surviving children. The claims of the three daughters, Caroline Marie, Rosalie Eugenia, and Julia, were settled by grants of farms, plantations, or other 
properties formerly owned by Baron Stier. Each sibling also inherited a 1/5 interest in Riversdale. The two sons, George Henry and Charles Benedict, obtained 
half shares in what remained when their father died in 1838.

When George Calvert died, an inventory of his personal estate enumerated the furnishings within the house. Between the time Charles Benedict Calvert took 
charge in 1838, and his death in 1864, Riversdale witnessed some important events and persons of the mid 19th century. It became a model farm through the 
efforts of its proprietor and was publicized often in the national agricultural press. Calvert’s octagonal barn and elaborate manuring, water management, and 
milking systems were innovative and much admired (even if impractical for the common farmer to afford). In 1856, Charles Benedict Calvert would be 
instrumental in founding the Maryland Agricultural College, which later became the University of Maryland. He also was involved heavily in the movement to 
create a federal Department of Agriculture, eventually established by Congress in 1862. The first telegraphy line was tested in front of the Calvert Mansion by 
Samuel F.B. Morse in 1844. Many notable figures of the times were frequent guests, including Henry Clay, who was there so often that he had his own room. 
Charles represented his county in the state legislature in 1839, 1843, and 1844, and was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1861.

Changes made to the house during Benedict’s tenure include the building of an elaborate system of drains, water towers, and waterclosets; the installation of 
a coal-fired furnace sometime before 1861, and the bricking up of foundation arches in the cellar under the library room. Charles Benedict Calvert died in 1864 
and another inventory of the estate was taken.

Charlotte Calvert, Charles Benedict’s widow, continued to live at the mansion until her death in 1876. George Henry Calvert Jr., Benedict’s son and heir, 
resided at Riversdale until 1887, when the property was sold to a New York development firm. In the six decades or so that followed, the house was used for 
several purposes. It was a headquarters building for the development company’s surveyors, a boarding house, the Lord Baltimore Country Club, and the 
home of several United States Congressmen. In May 1949, the Calvert Mansion was acquired by the Maryland National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission (MNCPPC) for use as its headquarters (and eventually as an interpretive center).  

In 1988, a Phase I investigation was conducted at the site to examine the basement of the structure as well as areas beneath the south portico prior to 
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renovation of the mansion. Among the goals of the project were the determination of the original basement floor elevations and the identification of the original 
surface materials of these floors where archeological evidence was available. The site was investigated with the excavation of 25 formal test units during the 
1988 Phase I work. Typically, this type of extensive work would be on par with Phase II testing.

Test units were placed in each of the ten rooms in the basement and in the area beneath the south portico in locations judged most likely to intercept relevant 
features. Twenty-three 91 X 91 cm (3 X 3 ft) test units were excavated in the basement proper in basement rooms numbered 1-8, and two 91 X 91 cm units 
beneath the portico (Rooms 9-10), a total of approximately 9% of the available area. All test units were hand excavated according to natural strata. 
Stratigraphy and full soil descriptions were recorded on standardized forms and all significant profiles and plan views were photographed and drawn to scale. 
Soil from each unit was screened through mesh hardware cloth.

The 1988 excavations at Riversdale were quite revealing. It appears from the data recovered that a herringbone brick floor observed in the central block of 
basement rooms represents the original floor surface in the basement, installed during the initial construction of the house. No floor surfaces or occupational 
horizons were visible below the herringbone brick. Subsurface deposits across the basement as a whole consisted of a series of fill layers, composed in the 
main of re-deposited subsoil and containing construction materials and a relatively small amount of domestic debris. Diagnostic artifacts contained within the 
domestic materials tended to confirm the notion that no earlier floors existed in the basement: early and late ceramics, glass bottle fragments and nails were 
encountered at various levels within the fill deposits. There was an indication based on a very small ceramic sample that the deposits below the floor surface 
in the central block date to the period of house construction, the turn of the 19th century.

In several cases there was evidence of the original construction procedures within the basement. It appears that after the basement was excavated, the house 
walls were laid directly against the walls of the pit on only a thin layer of leveling fill. A comparatively minor amount of subsoil was the re-introduced to level the 
floor surface, a bed of packed sand laid, and the floor brick put into place. The presence of artifactual materials in the redeposited subsoil suggests that it was 
stockpiled for a period of time outside the cellar. There is no indication of a builder’s trench along the interior of the house walls, as would be expected if the 
wall footing extended deeply below floor level.

Ground water problems did require the use of a deep footing in the southwest corner of the central block, Room 3, and the installation of a sub-floor drainage 
system, the latter showing signs of repair work along the east wall of the room. The drain appeared to have continued the length of the west wall of the central 
block, though only the trench in which it was laid and an exit grating remained as evidence in Room 7. It is not known how far along the east or north walls the 
drain extended.

In Room 1, the original herringbone floor appeared to have been replaced. Judging from the presence of later 19th century stonewares beneath this floor, the 
replacement may have taken place sometime after 1850. A drain was installed directly below the floor in Room 1 and 5, probably at the same time that the 
floor was relaid. No earlier trenching was observed below the trench excavated for this drain, indicating that the drain did not replace an earlier system in the 
east end of the house.

The original brick floor was missing in several locations in the basement. The floor had been removed from Room 2, for example, but it is not clear when or 
why the brick was removed. A circular pit-like feature (Feature 10) in the center of the room, a small brick platform in the northwest corner, and a large amount 
of coal scattered across the room may be related in some way to removal of the bricks, but the evidence is insufficient. Likewise, no explanation can be 
offered for a lack of brick in the west half of Room 7. A formal edge to the flooring there was observed, suggesting that the unpaved area was an original 
feature of this room. The original herringbone floor may have been extended into Rooms 9 and 10, beneath the north portico. If so, it has since been replaced 
by brick laid in a somewhat less formal pattern.

Room 8 was different from the rest of the rooms investigated. It contained very disturbed fill deposits, sandier and deeper than that in other locations. No firm 
data was recovered (at this stage) concerning a series of arches along the west and south walls of the room. There would appear to have been little need for 
ornamental arches in a basement wall, unless the original plans called for the west wall to be an exterior wall with fanlights at ground level. Otherwise, the 
arches are assumed to be functional, even though, as a shallow footing indicated, they seem to be rather low to provide convenient passageway.

Analysis of artifact distributions within the basement failed to indicate specific uses for any cellar rooms, with the possible exception of one room that 
appeared to have been a general storage area based on a preponderance of redware, stoneware, and yelloware sherds. However, contrary to the perception 
of the deposits across the basement as undifferentiated fill, a statistically significant variation was shown to exist from room to room. This variation may, in 
fact, be meaningful archeologically, but comparison to other sites and more detailed analysis is necessary to get at specific functions. The full 1988 Phase I 
artifact assemblage included 44 activity items, 1,279 architectural artifacts, 1 furniture item (a tack), 796 kitchen-related artifacts, 1 personal item (a porcelain 
fig), 424 miscellaneous historic objects, and 6 prehistoric artifacts (a rhyolite Orient Fishtail, a quartzite biface, a quartz core, a quartzite core, a quartz utilized 
flake, and a hammerstone). The activity items were 35 pieces of lamp glass, a piece of non-electrical wire, 6 redware flowerpot fragments, 1 pencil fragment, 
and a stable item. The architectural remains include 496 pieces of brick, 18 fragments of cement, 5 pieces of concrete, 333 pieces of shell mortar, 61 other 
pieces of mortar, 4 fragments of asbestos, 20 pieces of shell plaster, 47 pieces of plaster, 211 fragments of window glass, 2 pieces of putty, 7 fragments of 
architectural stone, 2 fragments of slate, 2 pressboard fragments, 4 pieces of wood, 2 tiles (1 porcelain), 6 marble fragments, 1 piece of drainpipe, 46 nails (1 
handwrought, 9 cut, 9 wire, & 27 unidentified), 1 bolt/nut, 2 hardware staples, a porcelain insulator, 7 pieces of architectural hardware, and a miscellaneous 
architectural object. The kitchen-related objects were 97 ceramic sherds (6 creamware, 6 pearlware, 3 Chinese porcelain, 3 other porcelain, 5 whiteware, 1 
ironstone, 4 American stoneware, 9 miscellaneous stoneware, 7 yelloware, 50 redware, and 3 unidentified ceramics), 231 pieces of glass (54 table glass, 8 
blown-bottle, 169 unidentified bottle), a bottle cap, and 467 faunal remains (8 pieces of turtle shell, 8 bird bones, 32 mammal bones, 1 unidnetified animal 
bone, 1 fish scale, 391 oyster shell fragments, 24 clam shell fragments, and 2 pieces of oyster shell). And finally, the miscellaneous objects were 51 metal 
objects (possible hardware), 2 plastic/synthetic items, a piece of tar, 1 rubber object, 2 unidentified glass shards, 148 pieces ofcoal, 72 pieces of charcoal, 
108 cinders, 2 pieces of stone, 15 fragments of slag, 21 unidentified wood fragments, and a piece of burned bark.

A Phase II testing project was conducted at 18PR390 in August and September of 1989 to investigate further the archeological features revealed in the Phase 
I survey (primarily the drainage system and the circular pit-like feature) and to explore some areas of the grounds where additional restoration work was likely 
to disturb any archeological features that might be present. Archeological test units were excavated in locations throughout the basement and around the 
perimeter of the house. Twenty-six units measuring 91 X 91 cm, 14 in the basement and the remaining 12 around the exterior of the mansion, were excavated 
during Phase II work in 1989. The exterior units include 2 units near the north portico, two units along the exterior of the south portico, 7 units between the 
eastern wall of the mansion’s east wing and an exterior dependency (kitchen/slave quarters), and a single unit to the southwest of the mansion.



Site Name: Riversdale

Other name(s) Calvert Mansion

Brief

Description:

late 18th-19th century plantation house

Prehistoric

Historic

Unknown

Phase II and Phase III Archaeological Database and Inventory
Site Number: 18PR390

The Phase II excavations in the basement of the mansion allowed a tentative picture of the drainage system to be constructed. The drainage system in the 
eastern section of basement rooms (Rooms 1 and 5) seems to be distinct from that in the other rooms to the west (Rooms 3, 6, & 7). A possible sump for the 
eastern drain system was encountered in one unit. The precise layout of the western section of drains and whether they were part of a single western drain 
system is uncertain. It appears that these drains exited the house via the westernmost Room 8 into a stream or pond. Based on the use of Portland cement 
as mortar, it is known that the arches in Room 8 were bricked in after the late 19th century. The presence of the arches, the nature of the deposition, and the 
fact that the drains exit in this area all indicate that water may have flowed through this area. Additional archival work could help confirm this observation.

Testing in the area between the east wing and the kitchen/slave quarter area revealed remnant steps (Feature 19) against the east wall of the mansion, as 
well as kitchen refuse near both the east wall of the mansion and the door of the slave quarters/kitchen dependency. The steps were completely exposed and 
recorded, and were bisected by a test unit. The only diagnostic artifacts recovered from beneath the feature were 6 sherds of creamware. The absence of 
later material, such as whiteware, may indicate that the steps were original with the construction of the mansion. One of the test units in this area revealed 
deposits that are potentially slave kitchen refuse. These could add greatly to our knowledge of the lifeways of domestic slaves in this part of Prince George’s 
County. There has been some disturbance to this area due to the construction of a breezeway linking the Dependency to the mansion. Excavation of a unit 
just to the east of the unit with the kitchen deposits had to abandoned due to the presence of a concrete foundation. It is possible that the refuse deposits 
extend beneath a modern office addition to this Dependency. A utility trench between this office addition and the mention has disturbed much of that area, 
likely destroying any archeologically significant remains.

The removal of a set of modern steps in the north portico area revealed another set of remnant brick steps in the front of the portico. These were not original 
to the construction of the mansion, as excavation revealed that they dated to after ca. 1850. No evidence of earlier steps was found. This area has also seen 
some disturbance by a utility trench running east-west in front of the portico.

The two test units in the south portico area uncovered the original builder’s trench for the portico, but failed to yield any evidence of the original steps. Unless 
the steps came off the sides of the portico (no evidence was found to support this), all remains of the original steps were probably destroyed by placement of 
a very substantial concrete foundation for the modern steps.

The single unit located to the southwest of the mansion was excavated in order to clear this area for construction activities. While a small number of early 
domestic artifacts were found, this was not felt to represent an archeologically significant deposit and the area was cleared for construction to proceed.

The artifact assemblage from the 1989 Phase II work included 210 activity items, 2,759 architectural objects, 23 clothing remains, 109 furniture objects (108 
tacks and a crystal chandelier drop), 1,703 kitchen-related artifacts, 10 personal items, 2 tobacco-related artifacts (a kaolin pipe fragment and a cigarette 
filter), 5 arms objects (two .22 calber shells and 3 other ammunition shells), 471 miscellaneous historic objects, and 5 prehistoric artifacts (1 utilized flake, 3 
quartz flakes, and a pieces of quartz shatter). The activity items were 3 toys (a marble, a lead toy soldier, and a plastic toy soldier), 70 pieces of lamp glass, a 
piece of non-electric wire, a spark plug, a battery, a triangular file, an iron hoe, a screw, an eye bolt, 2 hooks, 2 metal rings, a chain link, a nut/bolt, a copper 
strip, 5 iron strips, 7 pieces of miscellaneous hardware, 91 redware flowerpot fragments, a railroad spike, 15 pencil fragments, 3 horseshoes, and a lead 
printer’s type “9”. Architectural objects were 52 pieces of glazed brick, 102 fragments of other brick, 3 pieces of concrete, 41 shell mortar fragments, 8 pieces 
of mortar, 2 asphalt tiles, 38 pieces of shell plaster, 26 pieces of plaster, 1,934 window glass fragments, 19 pieces of putty, 2 fragments of architectural stone, 
3 pieces of slate, 6 pressboard fragments, 52 pieces of wood, 2 pieces of whitewashed wood, 4 paint flakes, 8 pieces of linoleum, 4 marble fragments, 12 
pieces of ceramic drainpipe, a copper alloy drain, 2 pieces of electrical wire, 360 nails (3 handwrought, 98 cut, 51 wire, and 208 unidentified), 7 cut spikes, 2 
unidentified spikes, 2 hinges, 2 latches, 2 locks, 58 pieces of architectural hardware, and 4 miscellaneous architectural objects. The clothing items were 15 
buttons (2 porcelain, 1 pewter, 6 bone, 3 shell, 2 copper, 1 glass), 3 hooks and eyes, a copper alloy eyelet, 3 pins, and 1 wool strand. The kitchen-related 
artifacts were 414 ceramic sherds (94 creamware, 71 pearlware, 7 Chinese porcelain, 3 European porcelain, 41 other porcelain, 86 whiteware, 54 ironstone, 
13 American stoneware, 8 miscellaneous stoneware, 3 yelloware, 21 redware, 13 unidentified ceramics), 803 fragments of glass (138 table glass fragments, 
179 blown bottle shards, 170 20th century bottle shards, and 316 unidentified bottle fragments), a piece of aluminum foil, 9 bottle caps, 3 aluminum pulltabs, 
14 aluminum champagne cork foil fragments, a plastic champagne cork, 456 faunal remains (4 pig teeth, 46 bird bones, 204 mammal bones, 11 unidentified 
animal bones, 1 fish scale, 4 fish bones, 182 oyster shells, 3 clam shells, and 1 egg shell), and 2 floral items (nutshells). Personal objects include 5 mirror 
fragments, a key, a glass bead, a tortoise shell comb, an 1880 Indian Head penny, and a jewelry/button pin. The miscellaneous objects were 298 unidentified 
metal objects, 55 synthetic/plastic items, 2 pieces of paper, 2 rubber objects, 11 pieces of glass, 11 pieces of lead, 39 fragments of coal, 19 pieces of 
charcoal, 29 clinkers, 2 rodent jaws, 2 snail shells, and a piece of mica.

Also in 1989, MNCPPC archeological staff monitored trenching and installation of utility lines at Riverdale. Trenching for waterlines was undertaken with a 
‘ditch-witch’, limiting monitoring to the recording of artifacts turned up in the trench spoil. Sewer installation involved use of heavy machinery, resulting in wider 
trenches in which profiles were recorded. Five areas of brick and mortar rubble were identified, along with varying amounts of 19th and 20th century domestic 
debris. For the most part, these were just layers of rubble within the soils, but a possible stone footer or foundation and fill containing large amounts of 20th 
century domestic debris were exposed in one trench. This fill was capped with a layer of clay, probably during improvements made in 1937. No detailed 
description of the artifacts recovered during the utility trench monitoring in 1989 is available at MHT.

In 1994, a parking area on the eastern side of the property was examined with ground penetrating radar (GPR). The radar identified several anomalies, most 
of which can be attributed to the failure and repair of the paving material for the parking lot. At least two positive readings, however, occurred in areas where 
ground-truthing in 1995 led to the discovery of features (see below).

In January- May of 1995, a combined Phase I and Phase II program was carried out at Riversdale. The MNCPPC was proposing the demolition of the east 
parking lot (the one subject to the GPR survey in 1994) and construction of a new lot in the area of the mansion’s annex (a mid-20th century dwelling). In 
keeping with the terms of an historic easement granted to the Maryland Historical Trust, MNCPPC commissioned a Phase I survey and Phase II site 
examination of portions of the Riversdale property. The primary purpose of the investigation was to locate features related to the Riversdale mansion on the 
grounds of the MNCPPC property.

The first phase of the 1995 project involved systematic shovel testing at 15.24 meter (50 ft) intervals across the north and west lawns. Unless obstructed, 
technicians excavated units stratigraphically up to 9 cm (0.3 ft) into Pleistocene deposits. All shovel test pits (STPs) were approximately 39.6 cm (1.3 ft) in 
diameter and all soil was screened through hardware mesh. One hundred and nine shovel tests were excavated, yielding brick, coal, bottle glass, historic 
ceramics, bone, oyster shell, window glass, mortar, nails, and prehistoric flaked stone. Six loci were defined on the basis of architectural artifact distributions, 
four of which may be historically significant. All four loci require additional testing to determine the kinds of resources represented, and their horizontal and 
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vertical limits. No significant materials or deposits were located around the location for the new parking lot). 

The second stage of the project involved careful mechanical removal of the pavement around the east side of the mansion Dependency (variously called a 
summer kitchen and slave quarter). The mechanical removal was monitored by archeological personnel. Removal of the pavement revealed numerous 
structural and non-structural features, as well as deep, extensive deposits of early to mid-20th century fill. Most features were marked with pin flags as soon 
as they were uncovered, then trowelled (to remove remaining fill soils), mapped and described. The sometimes muddy, often baked, and always difficult clay 
loam subsoil hindered progress both in the initial stripping and in the subsequent documentation of features. The features were left largely unexcavated. Only 
artifact pieces subject to vandalism or that had been disturbed by heavy equipment were collected. These were catalogued by the feature with which they 
were associated. All others were left in situ. Additional materials exposed during the course of grading but unattributable to any one feature were collected and 
catalogued as unprovenienced artifacts.

Removal of the east parking lot uncovered 10 structures (9 historic) and approximately 110 features; far more than was expected in an area previously 
disturbed by a parking lot. Structures I and II are the possible remnants of a staircase and retaining wall associated with the garden terraces of Riverdale. 
Structure III is a small irregular structure, squarish in shape and of unknown function and age. Structure IV is the apparent remains of several shed additions 
abutting the extant Dependency (the kitchen/slave quarter). Structure V is the remains of a structure known as the water tower or the bell tower. This building 
abutted the north wall of the extant Dependency and is shown in a late 19th century photograph to have been a 4 storey frame building with weatherboard 
siding and a hipped roof. A cupola with a bell in it is the feature which assuredly gave the structure its name. Structure VI was located just north of Structure V 
and may have been a ca. 1803 washhouse mentioned in a letter by Rosalie Calvert. This foundation appears to have been integrated into an 1807 garden wall 
(also documented in one of Rosalie’s letters) which was exposed during excavation (as Structure VIII). Structure VII is a small brick wall intersecting the north 
wall of Structure VI, which served an unknown purpose (possibly storage space for firewood to fuel the washhouse or a screen for a gap in the garden wall). 
Structure VIII is the brick garden wall built in 1807. The only other structure at the site (other than the mansion) that can be definitively tied the Rosalie and 
George Calvert tenure at Riversdale is the extant Dependency building. Structure IV is a concrete pad (floor or pavement) for a garage or shed present in 
early 20th century photos, but probably not historically significant. And finally, Structure X is an octagonal foundation thought to be the remains of the 
conservatory mentioned in an 1888 description of Riversdale. The octagonal shape points to construction during the era of Charles B. Calvert who is known to 
have constructed an octagonal barn in the vicinity of the present Riverdale Park Elementary schoolyard.

Other features include various fencelines and utility and waterlines of probable mid-19th and early 20th century vintage. Several possible garden features were 
also encountered, but are of uncertain date. These garden areas consist of irregular or linear patches of soil without much cultural material or texture. Several 
flowerpot fragment clusters were noted around various structures as well. Round postholes and postmolds were noted around the parking lot, likely part of a 
fence or boundary chain for the parking area.

Artifacts recovered during the 1995 work at 18PR390 include 64 activity items, 756 architectural objects, 5 clothing artifacts (4 buttons and a thimble), 9 
furniture items (7 cement birdbath fragments, the corner of a marble slab, and a lock), 902 kitchen-related artifacts, 4 personal items (an orange plastic bead, 
a tooth brush, and 2 pieces of a plastic comb), 5 arms objects (ammunition cartridges), 154 miscellaneous historic objects, and 4 prehistoric artifacts (a 
biface, a quartz flake, and 2 unidentified flaked stone objects). Activity items include 36 porcelain toys, 3 plastic toys, 1 golf ball, a piece of vinyl record, 10 
wooden stakes, a putty knife blade, a piece of non-electrical wire, 2 auto license plates, 4 pieces of hardware, 2 fragments of lamp glass, and 3 pieces of 
barbed wire. Architectural remains were 260 pieces of brick, 1 hexagonal brick, 19 pieces of plaster, 40 fragments of mortar, 12 pieces of concrete, 4 pieces 
of asphalt, 338 fragments of window glass, a piece of asbestos, 7 fragments of slate, 3 pieces of architectural stone, 3 pieces of flooring tile, 11 pieces of 
asbestos tile, 7 fragments of roofing shingle, an iron pipe, 5 pieces of sewer pipe, 2 linoleum fragments, 39 nails (11 cut, 9 wire, and 19 unidentified), a door 
plate, a hinge, and a piece of electrical wire. The kitchen remains were 545 ceramic sherds (3 creamware, 15 pearlware, 49 porcelain, 302 whiteware, 22 
unidentified earthenware, 1 American blue/gray stoneware, 47 gray stoneware, 47 miscellaneous stoneware, 21 yelloware, 3 Rockingham, 21 redware, and 14 
unidentified sherds), 337 glass fragments (8 pieces of table glass, 30 dark green bottle glass fragments, 14 18th/19th C. bottle glass shards, 51 19th-early 
20th C. bottle glass shards, 227 20th C. bottle glass fragments, and 7 pieces of milk glass), 3 utensils, 1 bone knife, 3 pull tabs, and 13 faunal remains (9 
animal bones and 4 pieces of oyster shell). The miscellaneous objects were 8 unidentified metal objects, 12 pieces of plastic, a small purple stone, 1 piece of 
unidentified glass, a wood fragment, 14 pieces of charcoal, 63 fragments of coal, and 54 pieces of slag.

Archeologists examined the site again in 1997 and 2000, conducting Phase II and III investigations in support of efforts to restore the Dependency and the 
surrounding historic landscape. The information recovered would be used to ensure the accuracy and authenticity of restoration efforts. The project involved 
ground-penetrating radar (GPR) examination of the yard areas north of the mansion shovel tested in 1995 and data recovery investigation of features and 
structures located around the extant kitchen/slave quarter Dependency. In addition, a Gradall was used to ground truth GPR anomalies and to examine a 
concentration of brick identified in 1995. 

In the north yard area to the west of the extant formal entra


