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Site 18MO731, the Dr. Horace Willson House in Clarksburg, Montogomery County, MD is a late 18th-20th century site associated with a standing frame 
house. The site is located within the Clarksburg Square Road Extension and Horace Willson House Relocation Property, which contains .83 acres of land. 
This multi-parcel property includes the historic Willson House (M:13-10-03), associated yards, a modern block outbuilding, and Clarksburg Market. The 
Willson House, food and beverage store, and Clarksburg Market all front Frederick Road (Route 355) and are part of the town of Clarksburg, an historic 
district designated as MIHP “M:13-10" in Montgomery County, Maryland. 

The 18MO731 study area is associated with the Piedmont Province, Potomac River Drainage (Unit 12) of the Council for Maryland Archeology’s Maryland 
Archeological Research Unit Map. The Piedmont province represents a very old, eroded mountainous upland and consists of rolling terrain dissected by 
numerous rivers and connecting streams. Two unnamed tributaries lie to the northeast and southwest of the 18MO731 study area. In the northeast, a stream 
is located about 1/3 mile away and flows to the southeast connecting to Little Seneca Creek more than 1 mile to the south. The unnamed tributary lying just 
southwest of the study area flows west/southwestward slightly over 1 mile and feeds into Tenmile Creek.

18MO731 appears to lie on an upland flat at an elevation of approximately 680 feet. The study area encompasses the historic house and associated yards 
where the proposed road extension is scheduled to cross. The adjoining Clarksburg Market and surrounding asphalt surfaces to the east of the Willson House 
were located within the APE, but the asphalt surfaces were considered sufficiently ground-disturbed by past construction activities the eliminate them from the 
study area. The testable portion of the study area was covered in grass, which formed the yards surrounding the historic house. Isolated trees and shrubs 
were present in the yards surrounding the house. The remaining portion of the study area parcel lacked a vegetation cover and consisted of impermeable 
asphalt surface and structures. According to the General Soil Map of Montgomery County, Maryland, the soils overlying the subject property are classified as 
the Brinklow-Baile-Occoquan association. This specific soil type for the project area is the Linganore-Hyattstown channery silt loam occurring on 3 to 8 
percent slopes. 

The first archaeological investigations at 18MO731 were conducted in 2014 as part of the Phase I and II survey by ATC, Inc. to fulfill the archaeological survey 
requirement during the permitting process with the Maryland State Highway Administration for Third Try, L.C. to complete the Clarksburg Square Road 
Extension and Horace Willson House Relocation project. The archeological fieldwork involved pedestrian survey, a shovel test pit (STP) survey, and test unit 
excavations on the .83 acre multi-parcel property. 

The Phase I STP survey was conducted in 25-foot intervals with additional judgmentally placed STPs used to test high potential areas not accessed by the 
grid. The Phase II STP survey was conducted in 12.5-foot increments in order to accommodate more intensive shovel testing during the archeological 
evaluation process. The excavation of shovel tests was completed manually using spade shovels and trowels. Shovel tests were excavated stratigraphically in 
order to maintain vertical control over a potential artifact recovery. The excavated soils per shovel test were dry-screened in the field using 1/4-inch hardware 
mesh. A soil profile was prepared for each shovel test location excavated. 

The excavation of five 3-foot Test Units followed intensive shovel testing as a second subsurface method of artifact collection during site evaluation. The 
strategic placement of test units was based on the results of shovel testing. Test unit excavation was completed manually using flat shovels, sharpshooters, 
and trowels. The unit soils were excavated stratigraphically by natural soil horizons and maximum 3-inch arbitrary levels to maintain vertical control over the 
material recovery. The vertical extent of test unit excavation was a depth of 3-to-4 inches into subsoil. A standard report level form was completed for each 
test unit stratum and arbitrary level within a stratum as a documentation tool. A soil profile was hand drawn for a selected wall of each excavated test unit and 
then photographed as part of the documentation process. The excavated soils were dry-screened on-site using the standard 1/4-inch hardware mesh. Based 
on field judgment, soil samples were to be retained from buried artifact deposits and intact non-masonry features. The soil samples were to be water-screened 
off-site using 1/16- inch window screen mesh. Cultural features were excavated using the cross-sectional or bisection approach.

Before archaeological fieldwork was conducted, a detailed land use history was developed for the multi-parcel area. The property containing the Dr. Horace 
Willson House was originally part of a larger tract of land known variously as “Money’s Worth” and “Warfield’s Vineyard.” Thomas Anderson owned the 1-1/4-
acre parcel containing the house prior to its sell in 1821. Acquired by Dr. Willson, he was one of few doctors practicing in the area and served as state senator 
in 1838. Mary Neal, a descendant of the Willson family, married Dr. William Alexander Waters in 1863. By 1865, Dr. Waters occupied the Willson House. 
According to the 1880 census records, the Waters continued to live at that residence. Sarah, daughter of Mary Neal and Dr. Waters, apparently inherited the 
house at her mother’s death in 1891. Through marriage as Sarah Sellman, she conveyed the residence to her younger sister Maria Willson Waters in 1894. 
The old Willson Property changed hands several times between 1908 and 1985 and included the Lehman, Purdum, Barr, Noyes, and Rudden families. 
Although the property early on may have once served as a doctor’s home office, it remained a residence for the remaining duration of its ownership period. 

The Phase I archaeological survey included a pedestrian survey and the excavation of 12 shovel test pits. No above-ground or exposed cultural resources 
were found within the study area during the pedestrian survey other than the historic house and a modern block garage. The Dr. Horace Willson House is the 
dwelling situated in the southwestern corner of the study area and fronts Frederick Road (Route 355). The northern half of the main box incorporates the early 
nineteenth-century log cabin. An ell addition joints the southern half of the house. The main box and addition are 1-1/2 stories and wood frame in construction. 
The main box is side-gabled and the rear addition is rear- gabled. The roof is clad with asphalt shingle. A single interior brick chimney is located at the 
northern end of the main box. Two balanced dormers extend from the 1/2-story floor over the front door. Large 2-over-2 sash windows open the house to light 
in the front, sides, and rear of the house. An open wooden porch with wood and stone roof supports extend from the front entrance of the house. 

The other standing structure in the study area is a modern garage currently being used by the adjacent gas station. This structure is of block construction, 
single-story, side-gabled, and has two front garage-style doors. Its roof is also clad with asphalt shingle. The structure is situated between the far rear yard of 
the house and an asphalt parking lot. 

The 12 STPs excavated during the Phase I resulted in 7 positive STPs containing historic and/or modern artifacts. These positive STPs essentially 
surrounded the house and defined the horizontal dimensions of an associated historic site (18MO731) with horizontal dimensions of 75 feet by 75 feet. The 
positive STPs indicated that the site was composed of nineteenth- and twentieth-century domestic artifacts buried in the yards surrounding the house between 
4 and 20 inches below surface. Judgemental shovel testing on the east side of the house along a narrow strip of grass yielded artifact-laden soils that were 
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the deepest and contained the greatest density of cultural materials at 18MO731.

Based on the Phase I survey, 18MO731 was recommended for a Phase II evaluation due to the knowledge of who occupied the residence, the presence of 
deeply buried artifact deposits, the recovery of artifacts dating to the nineteenth century, and the retrieval of fairly well-preserved materials.

The Phase II survey began with the excavation of 35 shovel test pits across the property in 12.5 foot intervals. In total, 29 STPs contained positive recoveries 
of modern and historic artifacts. Based on the distribution of artifacts recovered in the Phase II STPs, the site area was expanded to a horizontal dimension of 
137-1/2'-by-100' and five locations were selected for test unit excavation. Two 3-foot test units were placed directly east of the house where judgmental testing 
uncovered relatively deep deposits of historic artifacts. The remaining three 3-foot test units were placed to the side and rear of the house where diagnostic 
artifacts and some material preservation in the form of bone were observed. 

In total, the Phase I and II STPs and Test Units yielded 2,097 artifacts. The collection is reflective of a nineteenth-through- twentieth-century domestic 
occupation. By broad temporal affiliation and associated quantity, the assemblage includes the following: historic (n=1,713), and modern or post-World War II 
(n=384). By functional group and associated quantity, the assemblage includes the following: Activity (n=1), Architecture (n=779), Arms (n=4), Clothing (n=6), 
Domestic (n=725), Fauna (n=152), Flora (n=10), Fuel (n=79), Miscellaneous (n=326), and Personal (n=15). No surgical tools, test tubes, or any other doctor-
specific materials were recovered to support the use of the Willson House as a doctor’s office, however numerous bottles with a possible medicinal function 
were found at the site. 

The only cultural feature identified during the archeological survey is a domestic sheet midden. Designed as “Feature 1", the sheet midden appeared to be the 
result of domestic waste disposal from the windows and doors located along the east side of the dwelling. This feature appeared to cover the entire side yard 
of the house. Its thickness varied from 10 to 20 inches, with the center of the yard representing the deepest midden soils containing artifacts.  

Based on the diagnostic artifacts recovered during the Phase I/II, the occupation history of the Dr. Horace Willson House was determined to extend from 1820 
to the present. The dwelling’s earliest occupation is evidenced by the recovery of possible Staffordshire (n=2) , creamware (n=2), and pearlware (n=43) 
earthenware, the presence of kaolin pipe bowl and stem fragments (n=5), and the plethora of machine-cut nails (n=20). The residence appears to have 
continued to be occupied from the early nineteenth century throughout the remainder of the century. The presence of various decorated whiteware (n=34), 
including transfer print and flow blue, shell edge, and feather edge, as well as Rockingham (n=3), banded and sponge-decorated earthenware (n=11), 
ironstone (n=2), American blue and gray stoneware (n=1), and clay marble (n=2) marks this occupation period. The use and replacement of machine-cut nails 
and the extensive use of the wire form (n=102) likely follow the history of the dwelling, initially as a log cabin and the later house that stands today. The 
presence of manganese-tinted (solarized) glass (n=6) indicates that the Willson house was occupied between 1880 and 1914. The post-World War I 
occupation is represented by a well-represented recovery of undecorated whiteware, machine-molded and embossed bottle and container glass, and wire nail. 
The Lincoln head pennies (n=2) with the wreath and Lincoln Memorial reverse sides overlap this occupation period as well with dates between 1909 and 1983. 
Post-World War II is a common time span for marking the modern period. The artifacts that reflect the modern occupation of the Willson House include the 
1965 Jefferson nickle, 1966 Roosevelt dime, aluminum can pull-tabs (n=23), and plethora of miscellaneous plastic (n=277). The overwhelming abundance of 
wire nails, undecorated whiteware in excess of 100 sherds, aluminum, and plastic indicate that the twentieth-century occupation of the house left a clear mark 
in the material record. 

In terms of broad categories and associated quantities, the fauna collection includes the following: bone (n=105), teeth (n=3), and shell (n=44). The bone 
portion of the collection is highly fragmented and eroded which made the identification of animal species and anatomical element or body part very difficult to 
impossible. Mammalia (mammal) bone represents the largest component in the skeletal remains at 66. Aves (bird) bone accounts for 23 specimens. Nineteen 
bone specimens are in such poor condition that they are unable to be categorized into either animal group. By species and associated quantity, the list 
contains the following: cow (n=11), pig (n=1), possible sheep or goat (n=4), possible opossum (n=1), and Eastern Gray squirrel (n=2). The shell collection only 
consists of bivalve and the species of American oyster.
The faunal collection is comprised primarily of rib, joint, and long bone shaft fragments (n=38), some of which yield evidence of saw marks. These findings 
suggest that off-site butchering occurred. The plethora of joint, long bone, and rib elements of large domesticated animals and the paucity of cranium and foot 
parts of the same indicate that the occupants enjoyed quality sources of protein and the better cuts of meat. 

The distribution of animal remains and its associated densities indicate that domestic waste discard was planned rather than merely randomly disperse across 
the site area. The result is the clustering of animal waste into three concentration area. It also appears that the front, side, and rear of the house were used 
differently in the disposal of waste. The front yard was avoided, whereas faunal materials were discarded in the rear and side yards. 

Based on the results of the Phase I and II investigations, conclusions were reached about the potential significance of 18MO731 based on the presence of the 
historic landscape at the site, the condition of artifact preservation, and the integrity of the stratigraphy. In terms of the historic landscape, there are several 
elements still present within and in the vicinity of Site 18MO731. These elements include the Dr. Horace Willson House itself, and its incorporated log cabin, 
several adjacent buildings as part of the Clarksburg Historic District, one-lane Frederick Road, which still fronts the house and bisects the town, and a pattern 
of domestic waste disposal in the form of yard scatter and the more organized sheet midden, which was the only intact cultural feature discovered during the 
excavation. The historic landscape, however, lacks additional intact cultural features once associated with the dwelling, which probably included a privy hole, 
outbuilding foundations, and a well. It was therefore be concluded that the historic landscape of the Willson House is only partially intact or preserved. 

As for preservation, the artifact assemblage contained an abundance of metal objects and faunal remains. However, the metal items are highly oxidized or 
corroded and the bone collection is mostly eroded and fragmented making the identification of artifact type difficult to impossible. The degree of preservation 
for the artifact assemblage was therefore considered to be fair at best. 

As for stratigraphic integrity, bioturbation, erosion, and human-related impacts resulted in a high degree of mixing of historic and modern materials in the 
same strata overlying large portions of the study area. Only in isolated areas and with relatively thin artifact bearing soils were early-to-mid nineteenth-century 
artifact deposits found without later material intrusions. 

Although excavations associated with Site 18MO731 produced some knowledge about the early occupation of the Willson House, it was recommended that 
little if any further value could be derived by conducting additional excavations within Site 18MO731. This conclusion was based on the site’s paucity of buried 
artifact deposits and intact cultural features, a poorly preserved artifact assemblage, and questionable stratigraphic integrity. Based on these shortcomings, no 
further archeological work was recommended for the site and a “no adverse effect” on significant archeological resources was recommended for the proposed 
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road extension and house relocation project. Based on the Phase I/II investigation, it was recommended that Site 18MO731 is not eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places, both individually or as a contributing resource to the Clarksburg Historic District.


