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Sample 7: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 8: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 9: +/- years BP Reliability
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External Samples/Data: Collection curated at MAC

Additional raw data may be available online

The National Institutes of Health Animal Center (NIHAC) Power Plant Site (18MO551) is located at the NIH campus outside Poolesville, Maryland. The site 
represents an Archaic/Woodland short-term resource procurement and production site with a small 19th century farmstead artifact concentration. The 
Potomac River is less than 1.6 kilometers (1 mile) from the southern boundary of the site. A spring and a stream are located on the southern boundary of the 
project area and likely provided necessary resources to people in the past. A quartz quarry site is located a mere 200 meters north of the project area. In the 
historic past, the land within the project area was used for pasture and cultivation. There is also some limited evidence that a 19th century farmhouse may 
have existed on the land encompassed within the study area. The first structures associated with NIHAC were built starting in the 1960s. The main soil types 
in the study area are Penn silt loam and Croom and Buck soils. 

Survey of the Power Plant Site was initiated prior to the proposed expansion of the power plant facility into the research area. The total project area is slightly 
less than 10 acres in size. Extensive documentary research and fieldwork were carried out as part of the Phase I evaluation. 271 shovel test pits (STPs) were 
established using an arbitrary 10 meter grid and excavated to sterile soil. Phase II excavation unit locations were selected by assessing the areas where STPs 
had the highest artifact concentrations as well as having low concentrations of modern artifacts and limited disturbance. No units were excavated in the 
northern section of the site due to lower artifact numbers and greater disturbance. Fourteen 1 meter X 1 meter units and an additional 36 STPs were 
excavated during the Phase II investigation. The artifacts from Phase I and Phase II are quantified together in the above table as they are in the original 
report. 

Prehistoric artifacts produced from rhyolite, jasper and quartz were recovered from the site. Rhyolite artifacts were taken almost entirely from the northern 
portion of the site. In total, 824 lithic objects were identified. These include: 10 preforms/point blanks, 6 scraper tools, 1 sandstone hammerstone, 3 broken 
projectile points, 801 pieces of debitage and 1 unidentified lithic. The only diagnostic artifact found was a quartz Fox Creek point. Additionally, 1 uncommon 
object, a sandstone arrow straightener, was identified.

A small collection of historic period artifacts was also found within the study area. Modern artifacts were also included in the counts with historic artifacts 
because there were not consistent ‘modern’/‘historic’ designations in the original report text. The 12 activity-related items include 2 (modern) pipe or plumbing 
related items, 5 ceramic sewer pipe fragments with 1 designated modern and 4 designated historic and 5 (historic) iron hardware fragments. Architecture-
related items consist of 2 pieces of window glass, 9 mortar fragments, 1 iron spike, 1 metal bolt, 1 brass washer, and 6 pieces of asphalt and concrete, all of 
which were designated as modern. One modern plastic molded shoe was the only article of clothing found. Kitchen items were comprised of 3 historic and 2 
modern bottle glass shards, 1 historic table glass shard, 2 earthenware, 4 pearlware and 2 stoneware sherds and 6 redware ceramic sherds. There was also 
one oyster shell fragment and 1 unidentified seed. Miscellaneous items include 1 modern and 3 historic wood fragments, 2 modern plastic items (a utensil and 
a piece of wire insulation), 9 pieces of coal (modern and historic), 22 pieces of charcoal (historic), 8 pieces of slag (modern and historic) and 1 very modern 
cigarette pack . 

Due to the effects of previous construction and the extreme disturbance in the survey area, 18MO551 is not National Register eligible. Further research will 
not recover additional information than that already gained during the Phase I and Phase II investigations.


