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Site 18MO153 is the archeological remains of a 19th and early 20th century Chautauqua meeting house in the town of Glen Echo in Montgomery County. The 
site is situated within Glen Echo Park along the Gorge of the Potomac River on a secondary terrace of the palisades above the river. Glen Echo Park is a 
former amusement park and modern visual and performing arts center managed by a formal partnership (the Glen Echo Partnership for Arts and Culture) 
between Maryland, Montgomery County and the National Park Service (NPS). Little is left of the original natural setting at Glen Echo Park as development of 
the Chautauqua and amusement park has greatly altered the land form. Besides the numerous structures at Glen Echo, the central portions of the park are 
occupied by paved walkways, parking lots, and road surfaces. Undeveloped areas are characterized by turf grass cover or by occasional stands of deciduous 
trees predominated by oaks, poplar, maples, and sweet gum and by the revegetated areas of the restored Minniehaha Creek stream valley. Soils at the site 
are primarily Glenelg silt loams.

The creation and early development of Glen Echo Park dates to the late 19th century. The growth of the Washington, DC region during and following the Civil 
War promoted the expansion of suburbs around the nation’s capital. Two entrepreneurs who sought to capitalize on development potential were borthers 
Edward and Edwin Baltzey. In 1888, they began their real estate venture by purchasing 516 acres from William Reading, including the site location, renaming 
their tract “Glen Echo on the Potomac” and planning to create a resort and residential subdivision. Shortly after their purchase, the Baltzey brothers began 
subdividing and selling lots and even founded the Glen Echo Railroad Company to provide trolley service to and from Washington, DC. In 1890, they opened 
a restaurant known as Pa-Tow-A-Meck Café” and in 1891 published an illustrative promotional brochure for their development entitled Glen-Echo-On-The-
Potomac: The Washington Rhine.

By this time, the Baltzeys had incorporated a National Chautauqua assembly site into their town plans and had begun construction of the grounds and 
facilities for a Glen Echo Chautauqua that would be characterized by rustic stone and wood buildings. The Chautauqua assembly was an educational 
movement that spread throughout rural America during the late 19th and early 20th century. The movement was named after Chautauqua Lake in western 
New York state, where the first assemblies were held. Chautauqua assemblies featured lectures, political discussions, art, and entertainment and often 
traveled a rural circuit like a religious tent revival.

Around the time that they established the Glen Echo Chautauqua, the Baltzey brothers enticed Clara Barton, founder of the American Red Cross, to join their 
real estate venture and provided her building lots for the construction of a headquarters building, which later became her residence. A number of other 
residential lots were sold and development got underway, and the Chautauqua program enjoyed a first successful season in 1891. However, the following 
year a malaria scare forced cancellation of the Chautauqua’s second season and the effort could not be revived. Sales of subdivision lots also slowed after 
this and the Baltzeys, facing financial difficulties, rented the Chautauqua facilities for various uses, including as an amusement park, through the turn of the 
century. The Baltzeys were eventually forced to sell the interests to creditors in 1903.

The residential portion of Glen Echo continued its growth following the Baltzeys’ demise and was chartered as a town in 1904. Out of the failure of the 
Chautauqua assembly at Glen Echo arose a new use of the property, as in 1903 the Washington Railway and Electric Company bought the lands and 
formalized the usage of the site as an amusement park, which had been operated there in various forms since 1899. Over the next 65 years, new attractions 
and rides were constructed and the operation, which came to be known as Glen Echo Park, enjoyed great success under a series of ownership until its 
closure in 1968. 

The following year the federal government acquired the 16.8 acre site through the auspices of the General Services Administration and the National Park 
Service began administration of the property. Out of the 16.8 acres, 7.5 acres were set aside for the Clara Barton National Historic Site in 1974 and the 
remainder 9.3 acres became part of the George Washington Memorial Parkway. Today, both properties remain under the authority of the NPS and the Clara 
Barton National Historic Site operates as a historic house museum and the former Glen Echo Park functions as a cultural arts center managed under a 
cooperative partnership between the NPS, Montgomery County, the State of Maryland, and the Glen Echo Park Partnership for Arts and Culture, Inc.

As a result of Glen Echo Park Partnership efforts, by 2005 funds were obtained for the rehabilitation of several of the remaining structures at the park, some of 
which are on the NRHP. Rehabilitation efforts were managed through the partnership under federal agency historic preservation guidelines of the NPS and 
Department of the Interior and guidelines developed through NHPA Section 106 consultation with the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT).

In December of 2005, work began to raze and replace the “Yellow Barn”, a former amusement park maintenance shop and superintendent dwelling that was a 
contributing element to the Glen Echo Park Historic District nomination. Plans called for replacement in-kind for the structure, which was in a dilapidated 
condition, suffering from rot, termite infestation, and structural problems. During excavations for a new basement level for the replacement building, a 
discovery was made by contractors of a building foundation stone wall beneath the first floor of the Yellow Barn. This foundation wall ran parallele to the 
western exterior wall of the Yellow Barn. Work ceased in December 22, 2005 and NPS personnel in charge of the project were notified.

Due to federal holiday schedules, NPS archeological personnel were not aware of the development until returning to work December 28. NPS personnel 
scheduled a site visit for later that day and began preliminary research into the NPS’ files for information regarding the Yellow Barn site’s history. According to 
the Glen Echo Park’s Historic Structure Report, the Yellow Barn (built in 1914), was constructed on the site of a former “store” building constructed for the 
1891 Glen Echo Chautauqua. This earlier stone and wood Chautauqua structure had burned in 1914 but its surviving ground floor, east façade stone wall had 
been incorporated into the construction of the Yellow Barn.

Based upon observations made during the NPS site visit on December 28th, 2005, discussions amongst NPS staff, and subsequent consultations with MHT, 
a strategy was developed for investigating and documenting this unanticipated discovery during a temporary work stoppage in order that the Yellow Barn 
rehabilitation project could continue. This effort included archeological investigations, architectural examination, and photographic recordation of the 
foundation remains. The goal of the project was to identify the foundation ruins, collect associated contextual data and information that might inform the site 
history, document the findings, and devise plans to preserve the foundation remains or mitigate their demolition.

Fieldwork was undertaken in early 2006 and entailed a surface walkover and inspection of the construction site, uncovering additional portions of the partially 
exposed foundation, and hand digging three 61 X 61 cm (2 X 2 ft) test excavation units. Soil from the units were excavated by natural and cultural stratigraphic 
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levels and screened through hardware cloth as appropriate to the context.

The 2006 archeological investigations at 18MO153 uncovered nearly 30.5 m (100 ft) of a linear mortared stone foundation wall, most of which constituted 
what was the west outer or façade wall of the Chautauqua building. An unexpected and interesting foundation footprint for the west wall was exposed by the 
excavations that included a bay window type projection and an incremental narrowing of the building’s depth from south to north. This segmentation of the 
width of the structure consisted of two jogs to the foundation that stepped inward at right angles into the building which foreshortened its east-west breadth, 
and an approximately 45 degree angled foundation jog inward that again would have narrowed the building’s width. Additionally, an architectural ghosting 
pattern of the south end wall of the former building was preserved in the north wall of the extant adjacent Chautauqua Tower, against which the former 
Chautauqua building and the later Yellow Barn had been built.

The nature of the Chautauqua building ruins uncovered by the archeological excavations corresponds to the period illustrative and photographic evidence of 
the character of the former Chautauqua building. The structure is depicted in architectural drawings and photographs as essentially a 1½ story stone and 
wood structure with multiple dormer windows on the east and west elevations located on a wood shake shingled roofline of varying heights and dimension, 
apparently denoting internal rooms or functional divisions of the building.

Ashy soils containing charred material were excavated from around the foundation ruins. These finds support that the remains are indeed those of the 
Chautauqua building as it was documented to have been destroyed by fire in 1914. It was unfortunate that due to the extensively disturbed nature of the site 
by the ongoing rehabilitation efforts, no more broadly informative additional archeological data could be gleaned from the controlled excavations. The 
archeological proveniences were compromised by heavy equipment operations and demolition and construction activities. No artifacts were, therefore, 
recovered and curated for permanent collections.

Background research supported the identification of the foundation remains as belonging to what was known as the “store” or “arcade” building of the Glen 
Echo Chautauqua. Sources indicate that this structure housed merchants who offered goods and services to the attendees of the Chautauqua as well as to 
the general populace of the town of Glen Echo, and also featured a post office.

An 1891 Washington Post article about the Chautauqua speaks of “The Arcade” as being located, “near the main entrance to the grounds” and housing 
numerous shops so that “it will be possible to find in the Arcade anything that may be needed by residents on the ground”. Edwin and Edward Baltzey, 
founders of the Glen Echo Chautauqua, were quoted in period literature advertising the Chautauqua and describing the buildings as  saying there exist the 
“Post Office and Store Buildings”, which they describe as “adjoining the western tower” and “arranged to serve the public outside the grounds and the public 
inside”.

The rehabilitation project for the Yellow Barn included provisions for the preservation of the east façade stone wall of the former 1891 Chautauqua building. 
However, the project called for the excavation of a full basement, which would completely destroy the newly discovered Chautauqua building remains. Based 
upon recommendations resultant from the 2006 investigations, design plans for the Yellow Barn rehabilitation were altered to preserve a small portion of the 
foundation wall and make it available for interpretation. A trap door in the first floor was installed to allow for the viewing of the foundation. In addition, the 
architectural ghosting of the former building on the extant Chautauqua Tower was left exposed within the rehabilitated Yellow Barn and the footprint of the 
Chautauqua arcade building’s west façade was depicted using contrasting flooring materials on the first floor in the rehabbed building.

During the 2006 excavations at 18MO153, the remains of the 1891 Chautauqua arcade building were documented to the extent possible given the conditions 
of their discovery and the ongoing rehabilitation of the Yellow Barn. Following documentation, the remains were largely destroyed by the excavation of a 
basement for the rehabbed Yellow Barn. However, complete archeological investigations of the Chautauqua remains, as well as the neighboring Clara Barton 
House, have not been carried out, and the extent of existing subsurface remains at Glen Echo Park is not known.


