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Charles Sumner Post #25 (18KE370) is a standing early 20th century structure with an early 18th and 19th century artifact scatter. It is a rare surviving 
example of an early 20th century African-American Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) lodge (the site is also known as the GAR Hall). The site is located on 
Queen Street, in Chestertown, Kent County. It is located in the Scotts Point area, a historically black area within the Chestertown Historic District. The Charles 
Sumner Post #25 is significant for its association with the GAR, the principal fraternal organization for Civil War veterans and the only integrated social 
organization in 19th century America. It was named after C. Sumner, US Senator, who was active in the anti-slavery cause in the 1800s. Some 8,600 GAR 
posts were established in the country after 1866 to provide support and fellowship for Union veterans regardless of race. The GAR maintained a strict policy of 
accepting posts made up wholly or in part of African-American members; the Charles Sumner Post, established in 1882 by 21 veterans who had served in the 
U.S. Colored Troops, was one of 22 African-American GAR posts in Maryland. The Charles Sumner Post is one of only two GAR halls known to survive in the 
Nation.

The history of the land tract that the lodge sits on begins in the 18th century when it was sold as Lot 70 to Mr. B. Hands. It may have been the location of a 
mid-18th century ropewalk that was owned by Mr. hands but this could not be verified. Hands also owned a portion of the lot across the street on which he 
built a house ca. 1750. The land remained in the extended Hands family until ca. 1868 when it was sold and evenly subdivided. In 1889, a dentist named J. 
Twilley purchased the lot. At that time it was noted that 2 old stables, one possibly built ca. 1841, were removed from the property. Twilley sold a 22.86 m 
deep by 9.144 m wide (75x30 ft) lot to the Charles Sumner Post #25 in 1908. The following month, the GAR purchased the adjoining parcel of land (to the 
west) increasing their property width to 16.76 m (55 ft). A month later, a small portion of the property was sold by the Post to Mr. J. Hanson, thereby 
decreasing the lodge lot to 10.36 m (34 ft) wide. The 1903 Sanborn map listed a single-story building as “Hall” in roughly the same footprint as the current two-
story structure. There is some indication that members of the Post had already been leasing the property from Twilley perhaps as early as 1889. Evidence 
from historical maps suggested that the original one-story hall was built sometime between 1891 and 1903. The two-story structure that exists there today 
must then have been constructed between 1903 and 1908. 

Although the last of the original GAR members died in 1928, female relatives and descendants of the veterans continued to carry on the work of the Post until 
1950, holding meetings, participating in Memorial Day observances, and making the hall available to Chestertown's black community as a venue for social 
events. The "Army Hall," as it became known, was often rented out for meetings, weddings, graduations, and concerts. Many jazz notables performed at the 
hall, including Ella Fitzgerald and Chuck Webb, who traveled by steamboat from Baltimore in 1937 to perform on the small second-floor stage. Sometime prior 
to 1950, a portion of the hall had been rented out to a furniture repair business. In 1950, the five remaining women sold the property to the Centennial 
Beneficial Association, a group that had been meeting there and who performed a similar function in the black community. The property changed hands 
several more times until 1985, when it was purchased by a real estate developer. The meeting hall has been abandoned since 1985. Between 1985 and when 
the building was purchased by Preservation Incorporated in 2002, several panels of the corrugated metal roof blew off, leading to extensive interior and 
exterior damage beneath those areas. The building also became completely overgrown with vegetation and trees. Since the purchase of the property the 
overgrowth has been removed, the roof has been closed in, and the building has been stabilized in preparation for restoration.

The C. Sumner Post #25 is a two-story gable-front frame building with a rectangular floor plan. It was built on brick piers, with asphalt-covered wood clapboard 
siding and a low-pitched corrugated metal roof pierced by two small brick chimneys. Seventeen sash windows adorn the building. Its upper and lower floors 
are open to facilitate its use as a meeting and entertaining space. A stage 2.438 m deep and 0.254 m high (8’ x 10”) runs across the rear of the second floor.  
Access to the upper floor was via two stairways flanking the main entrance. The left stairway space was later partially removed to accommodate a restroom. A 
narrow room at the rear of the first floor was used for food preparation. All wood details in the building, including windows, doors, casings, wainscoting, and 
floors have their original finishes intact.  The doors at the top of the stairs leading to the second floor have 7.62 cm (3") peepholes cut into the center stile, with 
a screw hole above that once likely held a piece of tin that would be pushed to the side in order to identify visitors. The first floor walls feature a highly 
distinctive 25.4 cm wide blue stripe painted along the ceiling, which, with white plaster walls and red painted wainscoting, represent the colors of the American 
flag.  

Archeological excavations conducted at 18KE370 were designed to assess subsurface resources prior to an extensive rehabilitation of the structure. The 
renovation required excavation for new footings and some additional site disturbance on the lot. The archeological field investigations, monitoring during 
construction, and lab analysis and report writing were funded by the Maryland Historical Trust’s Non-Capital Grant Fund. Subsurface testing was undertaken 
from June-July in 2005 by archeology staff and students from Washington College. Four 1 m² test units (TUs 1-4) were excavated in the front yard of the 
building; TU 1 was closest to the street in the low ground adjacent to the sidewalk, TU 2 was located in the north on higher ground, TU 3 was placed abutting 
the southeast corner of the building, and TU 4 was placed in the central eastern portion of the yard. Soils were screened and all artifacts were retained except 
for shell, brick, plaster, coal, and slag which were weighed and discarded. Samples from some loci were retained and those counts are included in the table 
above. Subsequent to the test unit excavations, monitoring was carried out during the ground disturbance phase of construction at the site. Observed features 
were mapped, and in some cases sectioned. Soils were not screened but diagnostic artifacts were retrieved. Those artifacts were not included in the artifact 
inventory in the final site report. An additional 0.40 m x 2.5 m trench (TU 5) was excavated in the interior of the building after the structure had been raised 
onto cribbing. Soils were not screened but were visually inspected. The only artifacts noted (but not collected) were a few fragments of brick. 

Only 2 cultural features were identified during the archeological testing. A posthole and postmold feature was encountered in TU 1. The post, which was part 
of a fence line, was thought to date after 1935. A second posthole was identified in TU 2 (with no further description provided). 

A total of 3,960 artifacts were recovered from the site. There were 19 activity items: 1 clay marble and 2 stone marbles (1 of which was broken), 2 lead bale 
seals, 3 lamp glass fragments, 1 slate pencil fragment, 4 lengths of yarn, 1 antennae wire, 1 metal gear part, 1 industrial glass tube, 1 piece of electrical tape, 
1 rubber hose segment, and 2 pencil parts. There were 1,494 architectural items: 323 brick fragments and 15 identified handmade brick fragments, 280 
pieces of flat glass, 2 wrought nails, 24 cut nails, 38 wire nails, 28 roofing and 8 flooring nails, 44 aluminum nails, 541 unidentified nails, 15 pieces of plaster, 
34 fragments of mortar, 1 doorknob, 3 latches or hooks, 7 screws, 3 spikes, 1 nut/bolt, 3 pieces of electrical wire, 2 tacks, 1 rivet, 1 washer, 111 asphalt 
shingles, 1 piece of ceramic utility pipe, 2 fragments of concrete/cement, 2 pieces of fiberglass insulation, 1 piece of roofing paper, and 2 unidentified 
hardware objects. Seventeen clothing items were retrieved including 6 buttons (1 glass, 2 metal, 2 plastic, 1 unidentified), 3 pieces of nylon stocking material, 
1 metal clothes fastener, 1 eyelet, 1 milk glass shirt stud, 2 straight pins, and 2 faux pearl pin heads and 1 glass pin head,. The 8 furniture items were 4 brass 
tacks, 1 curtain rod holder, 1 piece of roller blind hardware, 1 furniture castor wheel, and 1 rubber door stop fragment. There were 1,624 kitchen-related items: 
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215 bottle glass fragments, 190 hand blown bottle glass fragments, 34 pieces of table glass, 383 fragments of unidentified curved glass, 296 ceramic sherds 
(17 tin-glazed earthenware, 10 buff-bodied earthenware, 7 unidentified earthenware, 33 creamware, 50 pearlware, 13 porcelain, 2 Batavian porcelain, 14 
Chinese export porcelain, 2 Jackfield, 7 Blue and Gray, 1 ironstone, 1 North Devon Sgrafitto, 6 Staffordshire, 1 Rockingham, 12 gray and 3 brown salt-glazed 
stoneware, 5 Scratch Blue and 17 white salt-glazed stoneware, 7 unidentified stoneware, 32 whiteware, 3 yellow ware, 50 redware, 1 Rhenish, and 2 
Westerwald), 1 milk glass lid liner and 3 milk glass jar fragments, 22 crown caps, 4 pull tabs, 1 threaded cap, 1 tin can fragment, 6 pieces of cellophane, 31 
pieces of aluminum foil, 179 animal bone fragments (6 butchered) and teeth, 186 oyster shells and shell fragments, 4 clam and mussel shells, 33 turtle shells, 
10 peanut and 18 walnut shells, 2 unidentified nut shells and 5 seeds. A total of 741 miscellaneous items were recorded: 9 pieces of burnt glass, 199 
fragments of unidentified metal, 17 wood fragments, 1 piece of wool fiber, 1 unidentified grommet, 63 pieces of plastic and modern plastic objects, 15 pieces 
of Styrofoam, 2 fragments of granite, 107 of limestone, and 4 of slate, 47 unidentified lithic objects of chert, chalcedony, basalt, and sandstone, 13 non-
cultural lithic objects, 207 pieces of coal and burnet coal (52 of which were discarded), 45 pieces of slag, 1 piece of pumice, 1 unidentified fragment of white 
resin, 2 pieces of chewed gum, and 5 unidentified miscellaneous items. There were 8 personal items: 1 copper brooch, 2 glass beads, a 1906 Indian Head 
penny, and 4 modern coins. A total of 39 tobacco-related items were found including 32 kaolin pipe stem fragments and 4 bowl fragments, 1 unidentified pipe 
fragment, 1 cigarette filter, and 1 plastic cigarette filter. In all, 10 arms-related items were recovered including 1 shotgun cartridge, 4 shell casings, 1 lead 
bullet, and 4 pieces of lead shot. 

The Charles Sumner Post #25 (18KE370) is a standing early 20th century structure. The site, although extensively disturbed, contained evidence for earlier 
18th and 19th century utilization of the land. The site stratigraphy showed evidence of various phases of cutting, filling, and excavation of intrusive features 
such as utility trenches.  No evidence of plowing was present, and the A horizon was discontinuous. The excavations revealed evidence of 18th century 
activity on the site, but no intact features or deposits from that period were encountered. Similarly, it appeared to the excavators that the early to mid-19th 
century deposits on the property have been disturbed and perhaps removed. It was concluded that, while the C. Sumner Post site was badly disturbed, 
additional archeological investigations in conjunction with archival research conducted on adjacent lots may provide more information about this part of 
Chestertown’s history. Restoration of the structure was completed.


