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Diagnostic Artifact Data:

 Projectile Point Types

Clovis

Hardaway-Dalton

All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts

Palmer

Kirk (notch)

Kirk (stem)

Le Croy

Morrow Mntn

Guilford

Brewerton

Otter Creek

Koens-Crispin

Perkiomen

Susquehana

Vernon

Piscataway

Calvert

Selby Bay

Jacks Rf (notch)

Jacks Rf (pent)

Madison/Potomac

Levanna

 Prehistoric Sherd Types

Marcey Creek

Dames Qtr

Selden Island

Accokeek

 Wolfe Neck

Vinette

Popes Creek

Coulbourn

 Watson

Mockley

Clemson Island

Page

Shepard

Townsend

Minguannan

Sullivan Cove

Shenks Ferry

Moyaone

Potomac Crk

Keyser

Yeocomico

Monongahela

Susquehannock

 Historic Sherd Types

Astbury

Borderware

Buckley

Earthenware

Other Artifact & Feature Types:

Flaked stone 582

 Prehistoric Artifacts

 Lithic Material Prehistoric Features

Ground stone

Stone bowls

Fire-cracked rock 1

Other lithics (all)

Ceramics (all)

Other fired clay

Human remain(s)

Modified faunal

Unmod faunal

Oyster shell

Floral material

Uncommon Obj.

Rimsherds Other

Midden

Shell midden

Postholes/molds

House pattern(s)

Palisade(s)
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Lithic reduc area

Storage/trash pit

Burial(s)
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Other
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Quartzite
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Sandstone

Sil sandstone

European flint

Basalt

Unknown

Other

Dated features present at site

 Historic Artifacts  Historic Features

Pottery (all) 12

Glass (all) 10

Furniture

Arms

Clothing

Personal items

Tobacco related 5

Activity item(s)

Misc. kitchen

Human remain(s)

Faunal material

Floral material

Misc. 71

Other

Const feature

Foundation

Cellar hole/cellar

Hearth/chimney

Postholes/molds

Paling ditch/fence

Privy/outhouse

 Well/cistern

Trash pit/dump

Sheet midden

Planting feature

Road/walkway

Depression/mound

Burial(s)

Railroad bed

Earthworks

Mill raceway

 Wheel pit

Unknown

Other

All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts

Radiocarbon Data:

Sample 1: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 2: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 3: +/- years BP Reliability

Sample 4: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 5: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 6: +/- years BP Reliability

Sample 7: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 8: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 9: +/- years BP Reliability

Additional radiocarbon results available

Architectural 10
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Ironstone 1
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Curtis Farm 1 (18HO272) is a prehistoric quarry and lithic reduction camp east of the Columbia community and south of Ellicott City in Howard County. The 
site is situated within a former agricultural field, on a low terrace overlooking a tributary to Deep Run Creek. The site is separated from nearby 18HO273 (See 
synopsis report) by a shallow gulley that cuts through the low terrace. This gulley carries water eastward to the Deep Run tributary. Soils at the site are 
primarily Sassafras and Croom loams.

The site was first recorded in August of 2004 during the course of a Phase I survey of the former Curtis Farm property. A Prince Georges County-based 
development company had recently acquired two parcels of the former farm property, totaling 58.6 acres of land. The company intended to develop the 
parcels into a new residential subdivision that would be known as “Shipley’s Grant”. A joint federal and state permit for building on non-tidal wetlands would be 
required for the proposed development. Thus, in accordance with the terms of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, and the Maryland 
Historical Trust Act of 1985, archeological survey of the parcels was required.

The Phase I survey consisted of the stratigraphic excavation of shovel test pits (STPs) at a 15 m interval, as well as non-systematic collection of surface finds 
over the development project area. In addition, supplemental radial shovel tests were excavated on a 5 m interval around positive finds. Two archeological 
sites were identified on the basis of horizontal and vertical concentration of small finds (mostly quartz lithics) that appeared to be part of primary deposition: 
Curtis Farm 1 (18HO272) and Curtis Farm 2 (18HO273). Both sites were provisionally identified as quarries or quarry reduction stations., which took 
advantage of the abundant beds of quartz gravel and the exposed underlying igneous and metamorphic rock in the streambeds.

All together, 297 artifacts were collected during Phase I operations at 18HO272. The assemblage consisted of 262 flaked stone objects, 1 piece of fire-
cracked rock, 6 nails, 3 pieces of brick, 1 piece of window glass, 10 ceramic sherds (1 Staffordshire slip earthenware, 1 ironstone), 9 pieces of bottle glass, 
and 4 kaolin pipe stems. Based on these findings, Phase II work was recommended, which was carried out in the spring of 2006.

Phase II work at 18HO272 consisted of the stratigraphic excavation by-hand of five test units (generally 1 X 1 m in size) at the site, and five mechanically 
excavated test trenches between 30 and 45 meters long on the perimeter of the site. The purpose of the first manner of excavation was to attain greater 
control over site stratigraphy and to determine the degree of horizontal and vertical integrity of any manmade features that might be present. The purpose of 
the second method was to determine more precisely the site boundaries, particularly as artifact scattering of other discrete features might reveal them.

The hand-excavation of test units was done primarily with trowels. It proceeded from one edge of the unit towards the opposite one, removing one shallow 
layer of material after another until the natural contours of the context could be discerned. Where soil layers proved particularly thick or intractable, flat shovels 
or adzes were similarly used to remove a few centimeters of soil at a time. All units were excavated to a depth of at least 20 cm into non-artifact-bearing, 
sterile subsoil. All soils were passed through hardware mesh and standardized forms were used to record contextual information.

A front-end loader equipped with a 91 cm (3 ft), smooth-blade, articulated backhoe was used to excavate the larger machine-excavation trenches. The 
trenches were approximately 2 meters wide (actually 2 blade widths). Only the plowzone topsoil was removed from each trench, so as to expose in plan any 
archeologically significant features. All of them were linear, with 4 trenches being 30 m long and one being 45 m in length. Three of the trenches extended 
beyond the boundaries of 18HO272, but largely confirmed that the boundaries established during Phase I were appropriate. Rough excavation with the 
mechanical equipment was followed by scraping with shovel and trowel, so as to smooth out anomalies created by the machine and clean off any remaining 
topsoil to look for artifact deposits and features.

Phase II efforts failed to identify any intact cultural features associated with the prehistoric occupation of the area.  

A total of 406 artifacts were recovered during the Phase II excavations at 18HO272. Twelve of the artifacts were faunal and of uncertain age. These items are 
not included in the tables above. A total of 320 artifacts date to the pre-contact era and 74 date post-contact. A formal analysis and description of all of these 
materials is not provided in the body of the site report, but the discussion section of the report suggests that all or most of the materials are non-diagnostic 
flaked stone. They have been cataloged as such in the tables above. Historic artifacts from Phase II included 1 Derbyshire-style salt-glazed stoneware sherd, 
1 green lead-glazed earthenware sherd, and an additional kaolin pipe stem fragment. The remaining post-contact materials are cataloged above as 
“miscellaneous” historic finds.

Phase II work at the site largely confirmed that 18HO272 was probably a prehistoric quarry or quarry reduction station of unknown prehistoric age. In addition, 
however, Phase II work also revealed that most of the recovered materials (primarily quartz debitage exhibiting a high percentage of primary flakes) were 
confined to the disturbed plowzone level. Phase II efforts also failed to identify any intact cultural features associated with the prehistoric occupation of the 
area. The site also revealed a historic component that may be associated with habitation of the site during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, but the 
majority of those artifacts had been redeposited by erosion and no clear pattern in their distribution could be identified. For these reasons 18HO272 was 
determined not eligible for listing in the NRHP and no further investigations were carried out before construction of the new housing complex.


