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Old Trails Locus 2 (18HA284) is a multicomponent site with Late Archaic/Early Woodland and Middle Woodland short-term camps and a Late Woodland base 
camp, a Civil War find, and a late 18th/ early 19th to 20th century artifact scatter. The site is located on a low terrace overlooking Gunpowder River in 
southwestern Harford County. The topography slopes upward east from the site. The area is wooded in mature hardwoods with a light to moderately dense 
understory of greenbrier and poison ivy. The area has been logged in the past and several unmodified two-track trails are located throughout the area. There 
is no evidence for plowing at the site. Recent camping has occurred in a portion of the site. Although there was some variation, a typical soil profile consisted 
of a dark brown (10YR 3/3) to dark grayish brown (10YR 4/2) silt loam layer underlain by a yellowish brown (10YR 5/6) to dark yellowish brown (10YR 4/6) silt 
loam, above a yellowish brown (10YR 5/6) clay loam.  These strata represent an unplowed organic A1 horizon underlain by an unplowed A2 horizon, then a 
more clayey B1 horizon, probably associated with the Loamy and Clayey Land or the Joppa series.  

Prehistoric occupation of the area of Harford County has been documented since at least the Archaic period. Native American occupation continued through 
the Late Woodland and Contact periods until the initial European settlement during the first half of the 17th century. A 1652 treaty with the local tribe, the 
Susquehannocks, encouraged the expansion of settlement in the area and the first land grants were patented in 1658. By the early 1700s, the 
Susquehannocks had left the region. Around 1670, a road that followed the western shore of the Chesapeake Bay had been completed. A link to the road 
extended from Gunpowder River (at the future site of colonial Joppa Town) to the Bush River where a ferry crossed to Baltimore Town. The route then 
proceeded through to the town that later became Havre de Grace. 

In 1712, the Baltimore County seat moved to Joppa Town. In 1773, Baltimore County was subdivided and Harford County was established. During the 19th 
century, several towns in Harford became prominent. In the mid-19th century, the development of the railroad further spurred community growth. By 1858, 
Joppa Farm, the village of Magnolia, and the Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore (PW&B) railroad were all that occupied the site vicinity. The area saw 
action during the Civil War and the Gunpowder Bridge located just to the south of the site was burned down twice. Following the Civil War, the county’s 
population increased steadily. By 1878, J. C. Walsh owned a building that was located somewhere in the site area and another building further northwest. 
Records indicate that the gravel pit operation (identified at site 18HA34, and located approximately 170 m south of 18HA284) was connected to Walsh and 
established sometime between 1858 and 1878. The Walsh Gravel Pit currently consists of trees at least 80-100 years old, suggesting that the quarry 
operations ended sometime around the early 1900s. In 1902, the PW&B railroad was absorbed by the Pennsylvania System. In 1917, the Federal government 
established Aberdeen Proving Grounds (APG) and Edgewood Arsenal, initially occupying 35,000 acres of land. APG has remained an important factor in the 
economy of southwestern Harford County and now occupies some 72,500 acres of land.

Phase I and II investigations were conducted at Site 18HA284 between May and June 2005 ahead of the proposed construction of the Old Trails Residential 
Development. The objectives of the study were to locate, identify, and delineate all archeological resources, to evaluate the potential of those resources for 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places, to determine the nature, age, and function of the identified resources, to define the horizontal and vertical 
site boundaries, and to determine the integrity of the resources. The project area encompassed about 31 acres on slopes and terraces along Foster Branch 
and the east bank of Gunpowder River. The current Amtrak railroad, which is the location of the 19th century PW&B railroad, bordered the southeast edge of 
the project area and crossed Gunpowder River. The Edgewood Area of Aberdeen Proving Ground, which was established in 1917, and a modern residential 
development lie just south and east of the project area. The project area was divided in two: Area A comprised the northernmost 3 acres and was separated 
from Area B, the remaining project area, by a maintained powerline right-of-way. Three sites were located within the project area (18HA283, 18HA284, and 
18HA34); however, only the latter 2 were selected for Phase II evaluation. 

Site 18HA284 was identified in the southern portion of Area B, north of prehistoric site 18HA34, during the Phase I survey. Phase I involved detailed archival 
research and field methods that consisted of the systematic excavation of shovel test pits (STPs) at 20 m intervals and additional testing done at 10 m 
intervals for site delineation. All STPs were dug by 10 cm levels within natural strata including 10 cm into subsoil and all excavated soils were screened 
through 0.635 mm (1/4”) mesh. Eight STPs were found to be associated with Site 18HA284. The site produced a total of 37 prehistoric artifacts. Chipped 
stone objects included 32 pieces of debitage (29 quartz, 2 jasper, 1 rhyolite), 1 quartz utilized flake, and 1 quartz biface fragment. Three unidentified ceramic 
sherds were also recovered, 2 shell-tempered and 1 with a mixed shell/feldspar/hematite temper, and dated to the Late Woodland period. A single historic 
item, a bottle glass fragment, was also collected. 

Based on the Phase I findings, Site 18HA284 appeared to represent an encampment, with a mix of biface and core reduction, and possibly some food-
processing activities. Just over 32% of the artifacts originated from A2 or B1 horizon contexts, indicating the possible presence of intact deposits. It was 
suggested that the site had the potential to provide information on prehistoric land-use and intra-site activity. Therefore, it was recommended for avoidance or 
for Phase II archeological evaluation. 

The Phase II archeological evaluations of the site included the excavation of 49 STPs at 5 m intervals and of fifteen 1x1 m test units (TUs 1-15). One 50x50 
cm unit (TU 16) was excavated alongside TU 6 to determine if the fire-cracked rock scatter in the unit may have come from a nearby cultural feature; no 
feature was located. All STPs and test units were dug by 10 cm levels within natural strata including 10 cm into subsoil and all excavated soils were screened 
through 0.635 mm (1/4”) mesh. No cultural features were identified during the Phase II testing. 

Two loci of activity were observed at the site. Locus A was in the central portion of the site and occupied an area of about 7x8 m. Locus B was located in the 
northwestern portion of the site in an area of about 5x5 m. Locus B had a higher artifact density than Locus A even though Locus A contained almost 50% of 
all the artifacts recovered from the Phase I and II investigations compared to 26% from Locus B. The majority of prehistoric shell-tempered ceramics were 
recovered from Locus A but were also found in Locus B, suggesting that both loci were occupied during the Late Woodland period. Debitage and cores were 
also found in abundance in each locus; however, the average debitage weight was considerably lower in Locus B than in Locus A possibly indicating that 
activity in Locus B focused on late stage reduction. No fire-cracked rock, no cores and only a few core flakes were recovered from Locus B; almost all the fire-
cracked rock found at the site, 4 of the 6 cores found at the site, and several core flakes were recovered from Locus A. Some level of horizontal integrity of 
the site was suggested by the presence of these distinct loci. The widespread concentration within unplowed A2 horizon contexts further suggested some 
level of vertical integrity. 

A total of 562 prehistoric artifacts were recovered during Phase II investigations. There were 453 pieces of debitage, 60% of which derived from A2 contexts 
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(401 quartz, 32 jasper, 14 quartzite, 6 chert) and 6 quartz cores. Nine biface fragments were recovered including 1 indeterminate triangular chert fragment and 
a quartz stem that may have come from a Middle Woodland broad stemmed variety, 2 quartz indeterminate pieces, 2 Late Woodland Levanna points (quartz, 
chert), 1 possible Late Woodland Madison/Potomac quartz point, and 1 Bare Island quartz point that is typically dated from the Late Archaic to Early 
Woodland. Five utilized and/or modified flake tools were identified (4 jasper, 1 quartz) as well as 1 flaked rectangular quartz cobble (the dorsal face of the 
distal end was worked). Two other lithic artifacts were identified as quartzite hammerstones. A total of 25 fire-cracked rock fragments were recovered from all 
strata. A total of 61 ceramic sherds were collected from the site, of which almost 70% were recovered from A2 horizon contexts. This included 29 sherds 
identifiable as Townsend ware (net-impressed and cord-marked) and 2 Minguannan rim sherds (refits). There were 21 unidentified sherds, 18 that were shell 
tempered (possibly indicating a Late Woodland origin), 1 tempered with a mix of quartz, shell, and hematite, and 2 shell and quartz-tempered, that also likely 
correspond to Late Woodland types, and 9 other unidentified sherds. Artifacts from Level 1, TU 6 were lost in the field but included 31 quartz debitage, 1 
jasper debitage, and 9 prehistoric ceramic sherds. Although they are not available in the collection for study, these artifacts are included in the totals in the 
table above. 

Organic materials were collected from the A1 (n=2) and A2 (n=6) horizons from 4 different test units located across the site (there was no clustering). The 
materials included 1 burnt bone from TU 11, 2 unburnt bone fragments from TU 4, 1 fish scale from TU 14, and 4 pieces of shell from TU 12. Although the 
excavators indicated that it was unclear if they related to the prehistoric or historic components, for purposes of the synopsis the materials were listed in the 
prehistoric artifacts table above (1 modified faunal and 7 unmodified faunal). This was based on the predominance of prehistoric artifacts in the assemblages 
of each unit compared to the limited presence of historic materials (TU 11 contained 8 historic and 122 prehistoric artifacts, TU 4 contained 3 historic and 71 
prehistoric materials, and TUs 12 and 14 contained only prehistoric materials). 

Prehistoric activity at the site appeared to include core reduction, early stage biface reduction, late stage biface reduction, hearth or fire-pit related activities, 
perishable resource processing that included scraping and meat cutting or general utility tasks, and other food processing activities as represented by the 
ceramics. These varied activities were suggestive of periods of substantive site occupation, suggesting a base camp occupation, particularly during the Late 
Woodland period. More ephemeral short-term camps are reflected in the Late Archaic-Middle Woodland components. 

A total of 39 historic artifacts were collected from Site 18HA284, the majority of which derived from the A1 horizon. There were 12 architectural items (7 brick 
fragments, 1 cut/wrought nail, 5 unidentified nails). The kitchen-related artifacts included 11 bottle/container glass fragments and 11 ceramic sherds (3 
pearlware and 1 possible pearlware, 3 red earthenware, 3 porcelain, 1 creamware). A total of 4 miscellaneous objects were retained (2 indeterminate glass 
fragments, 1 piece of slate, 1 piece of plastic). The only arms-related item recovered from the site was a minie ball. It was the only artifact recovered from TU 
10 which was located in the far southwestern corner of the site. It likely reflects the Civil War activity that occurred in the immediate vicinity of the site, 
probably representing skirmishes related to the burnings of the nearby Gunpowder Bridge. No distinct clusters of historic materials were noted at the site; the 
artifacts were recovered from widely dispersed locations. 

Old Trails Locus 2 (18HA284) is a multicomponent site with Late Archaic/Early Woodland and Middle Woodland short-term camps and a Late Woodland base 
camp, a Civil War find, and a late 18th/ early 19th to 20th century artifact scatter. Although there appears to have been some limited activity during the Late 
Archaic/Early Woodland and Middle Woodland periods, the Late Woodland period saw the most intensive use of the site. Although two horizontally distinct 
loci (Locus A and Locus B) were identified at the site, and some limited evidence for vertical integrity was recognized, there did appear to be considerable 
conflation of the different occupations. This, combined with the lack of identified cultural features, resulted in the determination that the prehistoric component 
of 18HA284 did not possess significant research potential. Historic activity probably represents nothing more than brief episodes of discard from the late 18th 
to the 20th century, and an isolated artifact reflecting Civil War activity in the area. The historic component did not exhibit any sign of integrity or significant 
research potential. Neither the prehistoric nor the historic components of Site 18HA284 possessed significance as defined by the National Register criteria for 
evaluation. No further work was recommended.


