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The Golf Center Site (18HA224) is a multi-component site with a Late Archaic and Early Woodland short-term resource procurement camp, and an 18th-20th 
century artifact scatter. It is located near the intersection of Routes 24 and 40, near Edgewood, in Harford County, Maryland. The site is situated on an open 
grassy terrace adjacent to an existing wetland. At one time, the terrace was cultivated and in the 1970s its southern extent was impacted by local 
development. The nearest water source is Winters Run to the southwest. There are 4 soil types in the site area: Elsinboro loam, 0-2% and 2-5% slope; 
Keyport silt loam, 2-5%; and Hatboro silt loam. Elsinboro and Keyport are deep and well-drained soils while the Hatboro is a deep and poorly drained soil. A 
typical soil profile for the site consisted of a 10YR 3/4-4/4 silty loam plowzone above a 10YR 5/8-7.5YR 4/6 silty clay loam, which in turn overlaid a 7.5YR 5/6 
sandy clay to clay loam. 

The site is located in the general vicinity of previous Paleo-Indian finds, which were recovered from the surface along the estuaries of the Chesapeake Bay. 
Subsequent periods, the Early Archaic through the Late Woodland, are all represented in the upper Chesapeake region. However, few substantial or datable 
prehistoric sites have been identified in the immediate area of Site 18HA224. Europeans began to explore the area by at least the 17th century (the Contact 
period). The first land patents in Harford (then Baltimore) County were not granted until 1658. With regards to the site area, shifts in estuarine routes and 
water levels, map inaccuracies, and imprecise recording of parcel bounds in land records combined to make historic research problematic. However, some 
information on historic use and occupation of the site area was attained. The first parcels of land granted in the area in 1668 were a 200 acre and a 250 acre 
parcel called Winters Run and Chilberry Hall respectively. Chilberry Hall Farm, located approximately 0.6 km south of  Site 18HA224, is alleged to be the 18th 
century birthplace of Governor William Paca, a signer of the Declaration of Independence. Land records indicated several families owned land in the vicinity of 
18HA224 between the late 17th and early 19th centuries. A mill that was established ca. 1713, and associated structures, were located just outside the site 
boundaries near Winters Run. No structures located within the site area could be found in any of the deed records nor were any identified on various maps. 
Aerial photographs from the 1930s showed that the area was under cultivation, and no structures were reported in the 1970s while the landscaping for the golf 
course was being done. It is unlikely that any substantial historic structure ever stood within the site boundaries, although a 19th-20th century domestic site 
was recorded 0.5 km west of 18HA224 during an earlier archeological survey on an adjacent property. Since the late 1970s, the area has been abandoned.

The site was first recorded in April 1991 during a Phase I survey of 5 acre of the wetlands replacement area adjacent to the proposed Maryland Route 
24/Route 40 Connector. The proposed wetland would replace wetlands lost through the widening of Route 24, from I-95 to south of Route 755. A total of 68 
shovel test pits (STPs) were excavated at 20 m intervals across the project area. All STPs were dug by natural stratigraphy to subsoil and all excavated soils 
were screened through 0.635 (1/4”) hardware cloth. 

In all, 72 prehistoric artifacts were recovered from Site 18HA224. There were 54 pieces of debitage (52 quartz, 1 quartzite, 1 gneiss) and 3 quartz core 
fragments. Tools included 2 biface fragments (1 quartz, 1 rhyolite), 1 of which was possibly the broken fragment of an Early or Middle Archaic bifurcated point. 
There were also 2 scrapers (1 quartz, 1 chert or jasper) and 1 other quartz retouched flake. Other lithic items included 5 hammerstones and 1 pitted stone. 
Four fire-cracked rock fragments were collected. The majority of the materials were recovered from the plowzone except for a few items that were found in 
sub-plowzone contexts in 5 of the STPs. The more densely occupied areas of the site were in the southern and eastern areas in closer proximity to the 
wetlands margins. 

A total of 58 historic and modern artifacts were recovered from the site. The activity items recovered from the site (n=24) are all golf balls that were associated 
with the 1970s driving range. The 4 architectural items included 2 brick fragments, 1 piece of flat glass (possibly window), and 1 cut nail. Kitchen-related 
artifacts (n=13) included 5 vessel glass fragments, 1 milk glass lid liner fragment, 2 redware sherds, 1 unidentified sherd with transfer print design, and 4 
fragments of oyster shell. In all likelihood, the shell was associated with the historic cultivation that took place on the site. The miscellaneous materials 
consisted of 1 piece of rubber, 3 fragments of leather, and 9 pieces of coal. A single clay pipe fragment constituted the tobacco group. Arms-related items 
consisted of a single bullet and 2 plastic shotgun cartridges. 

Based on the results of the April Phase I survey, it was determined that the prehistoric component was potentially significant as it may have represented a 
series of small, short-term occupations focused on resource exploitation. The historic component, which represented 19th century field scatter and 20th 
century recreational use, was not considered to be archeologically significant. A Phase II evaluation of the site was recommended in order to more clearly 
determine the site boundaries, to determine the presence/absence of intact plowzone deposits, and to determine the temporal and cultural affiliations of the 
site if possible. 

A second Phase I survey was conducted at the site in June and September 1991. The survey work was done ahead of the proposed dualization of Route 24 
from Route 755 to I-95, including a connector road to link Routes 24 and 40. The purpose of the survey was to identify and evaluate the potential significance 
of the sites located within the proposed project area. The total project area measured 3.3 km along Route 24 and was divided into 9 segments, starting with 
Segment 1 in the northernmost portion of the study area. Site 18HA224 was identified in the southeastern portion of Segment 4. A series of STPs (32 in all) 
were excavated at 20 m intervals across the segment, 8 of which were inside the boundaries of Site 18HA224. Six of those STPs yielded a total of 13 
prehistoric lithic artifacts that were recovered solely from plowzone contexts (12 quartz flakes and 1 quartz biface fragment). 

This investigation refined the site’s approximate western boundary, based upon the presence of the 6 positive STPs excavated within Segment 4. A second 
cluster of prehistoric artifacts was identified about 50 m off the southwestern corner of the site; however, that cluster was designated as its own site because a 
series of STPs excavated between the sites produced negative results (no prehistoric artifacts were recovered). As the earlier Phase I survey identified the 
potential for intact cultural deposits in other areas of the site, the site, including that portion within Segment 4, was considered potentially significant and 
Phase II evaluation was recommended. 

Phase II archival research was conducted in January 1992 and fieldwork was undertaken in the spring and summer of 1992. The purpose of the work was to 
determine the eligibility of the site for listing on the National Register of Historic Places before the proposed development of the area as a wetlands 
replacement site by the Maryland State Highway Department. This required more specific identification of the site boundaries, determination of the presence 
or absence of subsurface structures or features, and further identifying the temporal, cultural, and functional aspects of the site. 

Prior to subsurface excavations, the area was plowed and disked and a field reconnaissance was conducted. The location of the Phase I datum, the 
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characteristics of the topography, and the location of golf course remnants and the wetlands were noted. A grid of 5x5 m squares was then laid out across the 
site for surface collection. All artifacts were collected during the field investigation as well as a representative sample of naturally occurring lithics. Two 
prehistoric artifact concentrations were identified as a result of the collection: one in the western portion of the site and the other in the southernmost section 
of the site. The majority of historic artifacts were scattered across the site area. A total of 1,000 artifacts and possible artifacts were collected during the 
surface investigations. Only 312 prehistoric artifacts and 154 historic artifacts were positively identified and were thus included in the final analysis. 

Subsurface testing including the excavation of 21 STPs, placed at 7.5 m intervals, in the wooded area on the west side of the site. These yielded 9 prehistoric 
and 3 historic artifacts. No artifact concentrations were noted in the area. After the STPs were completed, ten 1x1 m test units were placed in areas of high 
artifact density that were identified as a result of the field investigation and STP excavations. An additional six 2x1 m units were placed in the highest density 
areas of prehistoric artifacts as identified during the surface collection. All of the test units yielded a total of 93 prehistoric and 33 historic artifacts. Artifact 
concentrations were similar to those identified during the surface collection. All of the units exhibited similar soil profiles. In general, the majority of the artifacts 
were recovered from the plowzone rather from the subsoil. No cultural features were encountered during the subsurface testing. 

A total of 405 prehistoric artifacts were reported from the site. There were 355 pieces of debitage (350 quartz, 1 quartzite, 1 rhyolite, 3 chert) and 18 cores (17 
quartz, 1 chert). Tools included 4 quartzite bifaces, 1 quartz utilized flake, 1 quartz scraper, and 17 points and point fragments. Three of the points were 
identified as Bare Island types (2 quartz and 1 rhyolite), a fourth was a possible Bare Island, 1 was identified as a possible rhyolite Lamoka, and another was 
identified as a possible quartz Piscataway point. These points generally date from the Late Archaic and the Early Woodland periods. Other lithics consisted of 
4 quartzite hammerstones and 8 fire-cracked rock fragments were retained. A large number of primary flakes and cores, along with several points and 
hammerstones, were found in the western portion of the site, which suggested that lithic reduction activities were done in this area. 

A total of 190 historic artifacts were recovered from the Phase II investigations. In all, 60 architectural items were found including 43 brick fragments, 8 pieces 
of window glass, 2 nails, and 7 fragments of mortar. Kitchen-related artifacts included 19 bottle glass fragments and 50 ceramic sherds (3 creamware, 4 
pearlware, 3 salt-glazed whiteware, 4 transfer-printed ware, 34 whiteware, 2 porcelain). The ceramic sherds date the scatter from the 18th through the 19th 
century. A total of 59 miscellaneous items were recorded including 12 pieces of slag, 33 pieces of coal, and 14  various modern/20th century artifacts. Two 
white clay pipe fragments were also collected. Thirty-eight animal bones were found in 3 surface collection units and 1 STP. Analysis indicated that were 
primarily dog bones, recent in age. Two of the bones were chicken bones: a drumstick and a carnivore-gnawed breast bone. Because of their recent origin, 
they were not included in the site totals in the table above. 

The Golf Center Site (18HA224) is a multi-component site with a Late Archaic to Early Woodland short-term resource procurement camp, and an 18th-19th 
century artifact scatter with some modern 20th century materials. The prehistoric component represented intermittent occupation, during which several 
activities were undertaken including core reduction and tool production. Based on the surface collections, the site seemed to have some structure, with an 
area of concentration in the western portion of the site. The presence of the historic scatter in the site area indicated some use of the land during the 18th and 
19th centuries, possibly as a dump. It was postulated that, as an agricultural area, the artifacts were brought in with topsoil and/or fertilizer which would 
explain the even distribution and low density of these artifacts throughout the site. The proposed construction of the wetlands replacement area was to impact 
large portions of the site. However, because the site was culturally mixed and lacked subsurface features, it was determined that it was not eligible for listing 
to the National Register. No further work was recommended for the site and the wetlands project was given the go-ahead.


