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The Campbell Farmstead (18FR752) is on the northeast edge of the City of Frederick, in east-central Frederick County, Maryland. A sharp bend in the 
Monocacy River lies to the west and north of the property. Soils at the site are Elk and Hagerstown loams. The property consists of approximately 10 acres, 
including the main house, the two barn complexes, contributing outbuildings, and the archeological deposits. The farmhouse dates from between 1821 and 
1834, and was expanded between 1845 and 1860. The main house (situated on a slight rise facing south) and most of the associated farm complex have 
been determined eligible for listing on the NRHP and the Maryland Register of Historic Properties. The main house structure is an L-shaped two-story log and 
stone building, composed of three distinct sections: a principal block, a middle ell addition, and a formerly detached kitchen at the rear. Associated farm 
outbuildings include a 19th century barn complex, a corncrib/wagon shed, icehouse, dairy, 20th century dairy barn complex, 2 cisterns, a doghouse, three 
chicken coops, a well, and late 20th century silage pits. 

A planned industrial park and associated infrastructure and road improvements necessitated Phase I survey work at the site and surrounding areas. This work 
was carried out in 1999 and identified or relocated 10 archeological sites (7 prehistoric and 3 historic) within the project areas. In the vicinity of 18FR752 
(known as Area H), a total of 129 shovel tests were excavated at 10 m intervals. Surface collection was also undertaken in two agricultural fields and one 
family garden within Area H. In addition to the standing architecture associated with the farm complex, three historic foundations, one possible filled pit 
feature, and an area of yard deposits or kitchen midden were identified during shovel test survey. Initial use of all features is likely to have been associated 
with 19th century occupation at the site.

Artifacts recovered during the Phase I survey within the boundaries of the Campbell Farmstead site include 36 activity-related items, such as a ceramic 
marble, a piece of barbed wire, 4 fragments of non-electrical wire, a hardware nut, 2 washers, 17 fragments of ceramic flower pot, and 10 horseshoe 
nails/fragments. Among the 214 architectural items recovered were 5 pieces of ceramic sewerage/drain pipe, 1 unidentified ceramic piece, 51 fragments of 
window glass, 25 pieces of brick, 5 fragments of mortar, 5 bolts or brackets, 2 screws, 3 spikes, 1 construction staple, and 116 nail fragments (1 handwrought 
L head, 61 machine cut, 25 wire, and 29 unidentified). Only two clothing-related items were encountered; a glass button and a metal buckle. One plastic 
furniture-related item was excavated. The kitchen assemblage was quite large, consisting of 678 objects. The kitchen ceramics include 1 creamware, 15 
pearlware, 17 ironstone, 10 later porcelain sherds, 31 domestic brown stoneware sherds, 51 domestic gray stoneware sherds, 74 redware, 147 whiteware, 5 
yelloware, and 1 unidentified ceramic sherd. The kitchen glass consisted of 8 crown cap bottle lips, 3 milk glass lid liners, 247 machine made bottle/container 
glass pieces, 15 other container glass fragments, 10 table glass shards, and 2 pieces of cut stemware. The remaining kitchen items were 2 piece of metal 
can, a crown cap, 3 metal screw caps, 27 animal bones, 3 clam shells, and 5 oyster shells. Arms-related items recovered from the site were a .32 centerfire 
and a .22 rimfire cartridge. And finally, 57 miscellaneous items were recovered; 40 unidentified metal objects, 6 melted pieces of glass, 2 fragments of plastic 
and 9 pieces of coal.    

Phase II testing was recommended at the site as a result of the Phase I work. Shortly after completion of Phase I work, it was discovered that one of the 
foundations encountered was already being severely impacted by earth moving activities. Thus, Phase II work began in earnest to determine whether 
archeological features or deposits were present in the yard area surrounding the main dwelling that were eligible for listing on the NRHP, or as a contributing 
element to the larger historic property. This was addressed through archival research, field investigation, and data analysis.

The Campbell Farmstead was originally part of “Addison’s Choice” comprising 2,300 acres patented in 1724 by Colonel Thomas Addison. After the death of 
Thomas Addison in 1727, the land was devised to his sons, Thomas, Henry, and Anthony. Members of the Addison family retained title to the land until 1771, 
when widow Eleanor Addison and the Colonel’s daughter Ann sold a portion of the tract to a Joseph Sim. Sim later acquired additional acreage of “Addison’s 
Choice”, along with other parcels in the county. In the 1790 census, the household of Joseph Sim was recorded as including two free white males over 16 
years of age, one free white male under 16, one free white female, one other free person, and 34 slaves. In 1794, Joseph Sim sold property, described in the 
deed as his “dwelling plantation”, to William Campbell of Anne Arundel County. During Campbell’s ownership, the property was named “The Richlands” for the 
high agricultural productivity of the land. In his will dated 1821, William, then age 65, appointed John McHenry and his youngest son Edward (then age 20 or 
21) to manage the estate. Campbell instructed that properties in Baltimore County, Frederick Town, and Washington DC, be sold to pay his debts and that 
“The Richlands” be divided into five parcels for his various children. His daughter, Catherine Cunningham, inherited what William Campbell described in his 
will as his “mansion house”, furnishings, plate, blacksmith tools, and agricultural implements. This approximate 460 acre plot contained the future Sanner 
Farm. The portion that became the Edward Campbell Farmstead included 200 acres which were devised to son Randolph, and another 278 acres which was 
devised to son Edward. Although a lime kiln and an early 19th century house did apparently exist on the property acquired by Edward in 1821, an 1820 plat 
map depicts these structures right near the Monocacy River bank, rather than some 610 meters to the south where the present house stands. Edward 
drowned in the Monocacy River in 1834 (age 34) and it is thought that the current house at the Campbell farmstead was built sometime between 1821 and 
Edward’s death in 1834.

Edward Campbell’s inventory taken on 24 May 1834 was valued at $5,300. The inventory provides an archive of a working farm from the second quarter of the 
19th century (something that does not appear to have been present upon his father’s death). The western portion of the main log house appears to be the 
oldest portion of the house. It has an excavated basement and retains paneled and grained cupboards on either side of the fireplace. The front façade of this 
section also retains the most symmetry. It appears that at least the first floor of the detached kitchen also dates to the period of occupation of Edward 
Campbell; it is possible that the second story was a sleeping loft for servants. In addition, an icehouse, the stone portion of a building identified as a dairy, a 
possible blacksmith shop, and a possible smokehouse may also date to Edward Campbell’s occupation. It seems likely that a barn, animal pen, and wagon 
shed were located on the property. A complete description of the land tenure history following Edward Campbell’s death and some of the improvements made 
over time can be found in the full site report.

Archeological work during Phase II focused on the potentially intact deposits identified during Phase I in the yards surrounding the house, and along the 
northern periphery of the farm complex in association with several stone features/possible foundations. To further refine the research design, a soil 
conductivity survey was conducted prior to the Phase II testing. Although several conductivity anomalies were identified, ground truthing of the remote sensing 
indicated that the readings did not isolate substantial features. As a result, the placement of test units was predicated on the results of the earlier shovel 
testing and the observation of landscape features and terrain. A total of fifteen 1 X 1 m test units and 25 shovel test pits were planned. Eight of these test 
units, and all 25 of the shovel tests, were excavated in the yard area immediately surrounding the house. Five test units were excavated within or adjacent to 
the three stone foundations (noted during Phase I). 
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No intact landscape features, cultural deposits, or structural features were noted in the yard area surrounding the primary dwelling. Along the northern 
periphery, two of the three possible limestone foundations noted during the survey stage proved to represent outbuildings to the larger site, while the third 
appeared to be the remnants of stone steps leading down a steep slope into the farmyard. A foundation near the northwest corner of the site was, indeed, 
identified as a blacksmith shop. A foundation to the northeast appeared to be a smokehouse. Both former buildings may have been abandoned around the 
turn of the 20th century. Potentially intact deposits and builders’ trenches related to the use and construction of the blacksmith shop and a probable forge 
were present. The smokehouse contained less evidence of construction but appeared to retain scattered deposits from the period of its use buried beneath 
later debris. However, the blacksmith shop and smokehouse were impacted substantively since their abandonment. Not only are their contents mixed, but 
adjacent activity areas have been obliterated by subsequent use of the farm lot and by the recent development of the property.

The artifacts recovered during the Phase II testing include 213 activity-related objects; including a ceramic marble, a glass marble, a clothespin, 2 glass 
activity items, a lightbulb base, 2 fragments of barbed wire, a length of chain, 19 fragments of non-electrical wire, a hardware nut, 2 screws, a spring, 4 pieces 
of metal strap, 7 washers, 2 miscellaneous metal hardware items, 119 fragments of tin can, a metal file, 32 ceramic flower pot sherds, and 14 stable items (a 
harness/saddle part, 3 horseshoes, and 10 horseshoe nails). The architectural objects encountered were a ceramic electrical insulator, a glass electrical 
insulator, 7 fragments of sewerage/drainage pipes, 547 fragments of window glass, 108 pieces of brick, a cinder block, 235 pieces of mortar, 34 fragments of 
plaster, 5 metal bolts/brackets, 2 hinges, 7 spikes, 15 construction staples, 3 miscellaneous construction hardware pieces, an asbestos shingle, 5 pieces of 
roofing shingle/tar paper, 3 pieces of roofing slate, 27 other fragments of architectural stone, and 879 nail fragments (3 handwrought Roseheads, 256 
machine cut, 257 wire, and 363 unidentified). Clothing items found during Phase II were 4 buttons (2 porcelain, 1 brass, 1 plastic), a metal belt buckle, 2 
eyelets, a metal snap, and 2 other metal clothing objects. Three furniture items were recovered; a lock and 2 other metal furniture items. The kitchen 
assemblage was very large and included, predominantly ceramic sherds and glass. The ceramic sherds were 1 coarse earthenware sherd, 1 creamware 
sherd, 69 pearlware sherd, 1 early porcelain sherd, 1 industrial stoneware sherd, 32 domestic brown stoneware, 40 domestic gray stoneware sherds, 37 
ironstone sherds, 27 later porcelain sherds, 212 redware, 519 whiteware, 15 yelloware, and 14 unidentified sherds. Kitchen glass included a blown in mold 
glass fragment, 8 crown cap lips, 1 dip mold fragment, a fire polished lip, 18 milk glass lid liner pieces, 461 machine made bottle/container fragments, 11 
melted bottle fragments, 887 miscellaneous bottle/container fragments, and 72 fragments of table glass. The remaining kitchen-related items were 2 metal 
spoon pieces, 16 metal screw caps, 245 animal bones, 11 animal teeth, 7 fish bones/scales, 9 clam shells, 34 oyster shells, and 3 unidentifiable kitchen 
biological items. The 14 tobacco-related objects encountered were 7 ball clay bowls and 7 ball clay stems. Personal objects found during Phase II were a 
metal ring, 2 bakelite comb/brush fragments, a plastic and a metal personal item. And finally, the miscellaneous items from the assemblage include 10 land 
snails, 273 fragments of charcoal, 2 modified pieces of wood, an unmodified piece of wood, 12 melted fragments of glass, 168 metal fragments, 2 pieces of 
metal slag, 7 cinders, 23 pieces of coal, 53 fragments of coal slag, 16 pieces of slate, 4 unidentified stone items, 3 pieces of sedimentary rock, and 19 
fragments of plastic.  

The excavations at Site 18FR752 revealed that although archeological deposits exist in the yard area that reflect domestic activities dating from the 19th 
century through the 20th century, these deposits have been substantially altered and disturbed, and do not retain integrity or offer research potential.


