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The UR2-1, or Dudderar Farm Site (18FR729) is situated on an approximately 20-acre tract located in the vicinity of Urbana, in eastern Frederick County, 
Maryland. The surrounding topography is defined by moderately sloping terrain with agricultural fields. The property served as a 19th century agricultural 
complex with a two-story brick farmhouse, a hand-hewn log shed, a concrete block shed, three small wood-frame barns, a wood-frame bank barn, a terra 
cotta silo, a dairy barn, and a creamery. The principal dwelling is an example of a house type common to the northern Piedmont region and is characterized 
by a symmetrical principal block and rear wing. The design and ornamentation of the main dwelling exhibits the influence of the Early Classical Revival style. 
The principal dwelling is in fair condition while the majority of the outbuildings are in poor to deteriorated condition. Architectural investigations were conducted 
on the complex in 1995 which resulted in an NRHP determination of eligibility for the principal dwelling. Soils surrounding the house appear to be Glenelg and 
Chester silt loams.

Planned housing development and infrastructure installations (the Urbana New Town project) in the Urbana area necessitated Phase I survey work at the site 
and surrounding areas. This was carried out in 1998 and approximately 5.5 acres around the farm complex were subjected to intensive shovel testing. The 
area around the primary dwelling was shovel tested at 5 m intervals. A total of 144 shovel tests were excavated, completely delineating the site. Seventy-eight 
additional planned shovel tests were not excavated due to the presence of historic structures and disturbances. Of the 31 positive shovel tests, 14 contained 
apparently unmixed early-mid 19th century artifacts, associated with the earliest period of occupation of the Dudderar house. The shovel tests containing 
unmixed artifacts from this period primarily were located directly adjacent to the east side of the house or were in the outer yard area to the west of the house. 
Based on the distribution of these materials, the determination was made that undisturbed artifact deposits, dating from the earliest period of occupation, are 
present only in the area immediately surrounding the farmhouse. The area surrounding the outbuildings was characterized as disturbed due to construction 
and demolition. This area also contained no intact deposits related to the early occupation of the farmstead. 

Artifacts recovered during the Phase I study include 6 activity related objects. Four are metal (2 are fragments of barbed wire and one is transportation-
related) and the other two are synthetic materials (plastic). Sixteen architectural items were encountered, including a handwrought Rosehead nail, 2 machine 
cut nails, 2 wire nails, 3 miscellaneous metal items, 7 fragments of window glass, and an architectural ceramic fragment. The kitchen assemblage was, by far, 
the largest in the Phase I collection. The assemblage included 4 animal bones/teeth, 37 ceramic sherds, and 30 fragments of kitchen glass. The diagnostic 
ceramics were 2 fragments of creamware, 11 pearlware sherds, 2 domestic gray stoneware sherds, 1 is ironstone, and 6 are whitewares. The glass 
assemblage includes 1 cup bottom mold fragment, 1 piece of milk glass lid liner, and 11 machine-made bottle/container fragments. The two personal objects 
recovered from the site were both glass beads.

Phase II testing was recommended at the site, as it would be directly impacted by the development project. The project plans included emplacement of 
infrastructure and housing units; including both single family homes and town houses, the construction of which could alter the archeological deposits. Phase 
II work was carried out in 1998 in order to verify the size, integrity, and research potential of the archeological deposits and to ascertain whether the National 
Register nomination of the farmhouse should also include the surrounding archeological deposits. Research included both archival and archeological work.

The earliest extant land records related to the property, indicate that Casper Mantz, Peter Derange, and Henry Nixdorff acquired the Dudderar Farm property 
from William Hillbush on August 30th, 1823. The deed for the land was conveyed to settle Hillbush’s debts, which included $1050.18 owed to Casper Mantz, 
$700 owed to Peter Degrange, and $115 owed to Henry Nixdorff. The deed specified that a one-room dwelling, table, corner cupboard, and farm properties 
were part of the settlement to Casper Mantz et al. The farm was further defined as a 162-acre property located along the north side of Georgetown Road, 
adjoining the property of Otho Sprigg and Nicholas Worthington. While the area surrounding the Monocacy River experienced settlement and development 
during the first decades of the 18th century, the southeastern region of present-day Frederick County (including the Urbana area) remained sparsely 
populated due to the lack of quality roads. This situation only began to change in the mid 18th century. The old road from Frederick to Georgetown was first 
constructed when General Braddock’s troops forged it during the French and Indian War. It was poorly maintained prior to the 1830s, but nevertheless, the 
location of the Dudderar Farm (as described in 1823) directly on Georgetown Road (Braddock’s old road), would seem to indicate that the creation of the road 
did attract some early settlers to the area southeast of Frederick. By the turn of the 19th century, the road had been improved from Georgetown to Clarksburg, 
and in 1815 this was extended all the way to Frederick. It is likely that the farm was first occupied sometime during this period between 1790 and 1823. A 
detailed description of land transactions and improvements is available in the full site report. One important improvement to note is the recordation of a brick 
dwelling at the property in the deed registered upon Henry Nixdorff’s death. The brick dwelling referenced is almost certainly the existing main dwelling at 
Dudderar farm, which dates architecturally from that period. 

Seven 1 X 1 m test units and four 50 X 50 cm test units, totaling eight square meters of testing, were excavated in areas expected to contain buried intact 
archeological deposits relating to the mid 19th century occupation of the farmstead. The location of these units was predicated on the results of Phase I work. 
The test units were planned to define more clearly the horizontal and vertical integrity of the yard deposits, and on clarifying the cultural and temporal 
associations of materials within these yard deposits. All of the test units were excavated manually, in 10 cm levels within natural strata, to a minimum of 10 
cm into sterile subsoil. No substantial deposits or intact features were present.  The archeological deposits comprised a generalized sheet midden that 
reflects domestic occupation of the dwelling.

The artifact assemblage from the Phase II work comprised mainly architectural and kitchen-related artifacts, but ten activity-related objects were recovered. 
Three of these were toys (1 glass marble and 2 doll parts) and the remaining objects were 4 pieces of non-electrical wire, a screwdriver, and 2 pieces of a 
ceramic flower pot. The 848 architectural objects encountered during testing were 258 brick fragments, 10 pieces of mortar, 17 fragments of roofing slate, 282 
glass window shards, 276 nail fragments (114 cut, 120 wire, 3 Rosehead, 2 L headed, and 37 unidentified), 3 spikes, 1 construction staple, and an electrical 
insulator. Two clothing items were found; a metal belt buckle and a metal snap. The large kitchen assemblage (711 objects) included 2 Jackfield sherds, 17 
creamware sherds, 39 pearlware sherds, 13 later porcelain types, 12 ironstone fragments, 22 domestic brown stoneware sherds, 16 domestic gray stoneware 
sherds, 2 English Brown stoneware sherds, 150 whiteware, 3 yelloware, 138 redware, 7 miscellaneous sherds (mostly slipware), and 3 unidentified ceramics. 
Other kitchen items were 6 jar/glass lid liners, 7 fragments of table glass, and embossed panel bottle fragments, 4 blown-in-mold bottle shards, 204 machine-
made bottle pieces, 10 other bottle glass shards, 3 metal crown caps, 34 pieces of animal bone/teeth, 16 Oyster shell pieces, a bone utensil handle, and 1 
other kitchen utensil. Four personal items were recovered; 2 fragments of mirror, part of a bisque figurine, and a copper alloy ring. The only tobacco-related 
item encountered was a ball clay pipe stem. Four arms-related items were found at the site; a shotgun shell and three .22 rimfire cartridges. And finally, 19 
miscellaneous objects were excavated. These were 6 unidentifiable metal fragments, 2 pieces of plastic, and 11 pieces of coal.



Site Name: UR2-1

Other name(s) Dudderar Farm

Brief

Description:

early-mid-19th century artifact concentration, possible house site, mid-19th-late 20th century 
farmstead

Prehistoric

Historic

Unknown

Phase II and Phase III Archaeological Database and Inventory
Site Number: 18FR729

00006864, 00007571

External Reference Codes (Library ID Numbers):

In addition to the historic objects described above, 7 prehistoric objects were encountered at the site. There is a discrepancy between the description provided 
in the text of the full site report (which lists 6 rhyolite flakes) and the report appendices. The tally used here is from the appendix which reports the recovery of 
1 chert biface, 5 rhyolite flakes, and a schist abrader. These prehistoric materials have been interpreted as an incidental scatter with no concentration. No 
prehistoric features or deposits were present within the tested area.

Testing at Dudderar Farm verified the Phase I site boundaries and also verified that only the yard areas surrounding the primary dwelling contain intact 
archeological deposits, relating to the early-mid 19th century occupation of the dwelling. The remaining areas appear to be disturbed from the construction 
and destruction of outbuildings. A metal fence constructed to protect the primary dwelling appears to encompass the area of archeological deposits in the 
eastern and western yards. Although intact, these archeological deposits do not appear to retain the potential to contribute valuable information concerning 
significant regional research issues. The yard scatter reflects incidental deposition of household and construction materials throughout the period of 
occupation of the dwelling. No intact features or discrete deposits were identified that would offer the potential to gain useful understanding of site use, layout, 
lifeways, foodways, or disposal patterns in the local or regional context.


