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Sample 1: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 2: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 3: +/- years BP Reliability

Sample 4: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 5: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 6: +/- years BP Reliability
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The Burgee Springhouse (18FR725), or Area R-1, is the archeological remains of an early to mid 19th century springhouse on a former 19th century 
farmstead site at Urbana, in Frederick County. The site is situated on a gentle slope with a small spring to the north and a larger drainage to the east. These 
streams drain to Peter Pan Run, which is located nearby. The surrounding area is rural in character and is predominantly agricultural with some 
residential/recreational areas. Vegetation in the vicinity of the site includes pasture, cornfields and fallow agricultural fields, and small isolated woodlots. Small 
drainage heads that fall sharply into the streams cut the uplands. Wooded areas near the site contain predominantly oak, along with hickory, dogwood, and 
other trees. Soils at the site are Linganore channery and gravel loams.

The Burgee Family Springhouse, currently owned by the Monocacy Land Co., LLC, could originally have been part of four tracts of land: “Slip in Easy”, “The 
Resurvey of Slip in Easy”, “Many Makes One”, or “the Resurvey of Daniel’s Small Tract”. Although it is unclear from the deeds at the Frederick County 
Courthouse which tract of land the site area was part of, the land around the springhouse appears to have been acquired initially by the Burgee family in the 
late 18th century.

Thomas Burgee, Sr., born about 1736, had settled in the area by 1769 when he purchased 100 acres from William Duvall. Both men were described as 
farmers from Frederick County. Over the years, Thomas Burgee, Sr. acquired a number of tracts of land including “Slip in Easy”, which he bought twice, once 
in 1769 and again in 1792. However, the 1798 tax assessment did not include this property in his holdings. At that time, Thomas Burgee, Sr. owned or was 
part owner of, four properties, “Benjamin’s Choice” (190 acres), part of “William & Elizabeth” (60 acres), part of “Partnership” (50 acres), and “Lady” (100 acres 
in common).

Eleven years later, in 1809, Thomas Burgee, Sr. acquired 371 acres called the “Resurvey of Daniel’s Small Tract” from Caleb Dorsey. Two years later, in 
1811, he gave all of these properties to his sons, Singleton and Thomas, Jr. The drought of 1820 likely was hard on the Burgee family who depended on 
farming. These conditions likely encouraged some of Thomas Burgee’s sons to seek means of employment other than farming. His son Singleton became a 
distiller, Miel became a huckster, and his son Eli became a trainer and jockey. 

Singleton Burgee was born in the Urbana District in 1778. He married Jane Ijams on May 14th, 1805. As noted above, Singleton became a distiller, operating 
a large distillery in Frederick County. He also operated a sawmill on Bennett’s Creek. Frederick County Land Records indicate that he also became a farmer 
and a large landowner in Frederick County. Singleton began acquiring farming equipment in the 1820s, which coincided with his purchases of land around the 
site area. At one time, Singleton had close to 100 slaves working on his farmstead. It was probably during this timeframe that someone, probably a tenant, 
began occupying the area adjacent to the spring site. The documentation of enslaved individuals brings up the possibility of slave quarters on the property, but 
their existence and whereabouts could not be verified in archival records.

Singleton never lived at Site 18FR725. Instead, he lived at the northeast corner of Fingerboard Road and Prices Distillery Road. The property is still referred to 
as the Singleton Burgee House (MIHP# F-7-6). During the first quarter of the 19th century, Singleton continued to purchase property around the Springhouse 
site. He purchased 100 acres of “The Resurvey of Daniel’s Small Tract” from his brother Thomas Burgee, Jr. in 1824. He acquired 116 acres of “Daniel’s 
Maco Tract”, which adjoined “Daniel’s Small Tract” and “Resurvey of Daniel’s Small Tract”, in 1826. And he purchased an additional 9½ acres and 2 acres of 
“Resurvey of Daniel’s Small Tract” from his father and brother, respectively, in 1828.

Upon Singleton’s death, on August 10th, 1838, his wife, Jane (Ijams) Burgee, acquired his estate. Jane Burgee gave the property, then called “Resurvey of 
Daniel’s Small Tract”, to her daughter Eleanor Hendry in 1841. Eleanor also received the slaves, Tom, Stephen, Andrew, Alice, Betsy, Amy, Harriet, and 
Owen, together with the women’s children, and all stock and farming utensils loaned to her husband Charles.

Charles Hendry was born in Virginia and orphaned when he was a small boy. He moved to Pomeroy, Ohio as a young man and engaged in the stove 
business. He later returned to Virginia before moving to Frederick County, where he met and married Eleanor Burgee. They moved back to Ohio for a short 
time to start a mercantile venture before returning to the Burgee homestead. Charles Hendry died in 1867. Archeological evidence indicates that the 
occupation of the area around the springhouse was abandoned around this time. Perhaps tenancy was abandoned around the time of Eleanor’s death, when 
the larger parcel was divided among her daughters.

The 700 acre property remained in Eleanor’s possession until it was bequeathed to her daughters, A. Rebecca Smith, Mary E. England, Martha C. Addison, 
and Emily C. Shipley in 1877. In Frederick County Equity Court Case No. 5322, the land was divided into four parcels. The section with the springhouse, 
referred to as “Division 3”, eventually was turned over to the children of Thomas A. Smith. Neither the Burgee nor Hendry families lived on the property 
surrounding the Burgee Family Springhouse site. Tenant farmers probably occupied this portion of the property during the ownership of the Burgees and the 
Hendry family.

Nathan J. England acquired sole ownership of the 159-acre parcel, known as “the Centerville Farm” in 1896. Nathan and Emma England probably were the 
first owners to live on the property, occupying the structure evidenced by foundation ruins in Locus 2 of the site. The family probably continued to use the 
spring. In 1887, the Equity Court case map indicates that the tenant house still was standing, but was referred to as “buildings of inferior value”. The 
accompanying map indicates the presence of a house and a barn southwest of the drainage. The springhouse that now is a ruin probably was built during this 
time. Charles and Letitia Staley purchased the property in 1951 and became the first of six short-term owners between 1951 and 1996. In 1996, Monocacy 
Land Co., LLC purchased the property from the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation.

The site was first examined archeologically during a Phase I survey from July to August of 1997. The work was carried out prior to the construction of a new 
housing development in Urbana. Development plans included emplacement of infrastructure and housing units, including both single family and town house 
units. Phase I work involved both systematic surface collection in agricultural fields and shovel test pit excavation. Surface reconnaissance led to the 
identification of several surface features: parts of a late 19th-early 20th century farm complex.  These structures are clearly visible on a 1953 USGS 
quadrangle map of the area.  The farm house is also shown on a 1952 aerial used in the Frederick County soil survey, as well as on 1858 and 1873 maps of 
the general location. The historic maps attribute ownership of the house to “C. Hendry”. 
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A total of 75 shovel test pits (STPs) were excavated at 5-10 m intervals across the site. The subsurface testing revealed one area of the site, near the farm’s 
springhouse (hence the site’s name) as having potentially intact subsurface deposit with artifacts from the early-mid nineteenth century. This may be an earlier 
occupation, or might indicate a longer period of continuous occupation. Artifacts recovered from the site included handwrought rosehead nails (3), wire nails 
(3), domestic stoneware sherds (2), ironstone (1), pearlware (9), whiteware (27), machine-made bottle glass (24), and miscellaneous objects (38). Based on 
these findings, it was recommended that the springhouse area be avoided during development. 

The site was again examined in 2002, this time during a Phase II evaluation of the site which was located within the (then) proposed Urbana Elementary 
School property. This investigation was conducted to comply with state law, under Maryland’s Public School Construction Program. Archeological 
investigations were undertaken in accordance with Article 83B, Sections 5-617 and 5-618 of the Annotated Code of Maryland.

During the 2002 excavations, 28 additional STPs were placed within the site boundary to fill in the Phase I shovel test grid to a consistent 5 m interval, and to 
determine more accurately the site boundaries. All shovel tests measured a minimum of 35 cm in diameter and were excavated 10 cm into culturally sterile 
subsoil. Soils were removed according to natural stratigraphic horizons and screened through hardware cloth. The location of each STP within the sampling 
pattern, the depth of the stratigraphic zones, and the presence or absence of cultural materials were recorded in the field on standard forms. Soil 
characteristics, including color and texture, were recorded following standard soil nomenclature and methods.

Nineteen of these shovel tests produced cultural materials. The distribution of subsurface artifacts was then used to place six 1 X 1 m test units. Test units 
were hand-excavated in 10 cm arbitrary levels within natural strata. All pre-modern cultural materials were placed into bags labeled with horizontal and vertical 
provenience information. As with the shovel test pits, test units soils were screened and data were recorded on standardized forms.

During the Phase II investigations, a total of 925 artifacts were recovered, only 1 of which was prehistoric (a lithic flake). The historic assemblage consisted of 
241 architectural artifacts (70 window glass fragments, 13 hand-made brick fragments, 44 other brick pieces, 1 piece of mortar, 3 handwrought nails, 16 
machine cut nails, 1 wire nail, and 93 other nails), 1 clothing item, 1 furniture item, 504 ceramic sherds (29 creamware, 96 pearlware, 1 ironstone, 3 porcelain, 
169 whiteware, 156 redware, 5 yelloware, 18 stoneware, and 27 other), 156 pieces of kitchen glass, 3 personal items, and 18 miscellaneous objects. 
Temporally diagnostic artifacts suggest that the site was occupied during the first quarter of the 19th century.

Three historic structures were identified within the site boundary during the Phase II testing: a collapsed springhouse, a concrete culvert at the springhead, 
and a concrete structure that appears to have been a cistern. These were visible at or above the ground surface. Stratigraphic data provided some evidence 
for intact deposits and horizontal differentiation in depositional patterns and functional groups. 

Although no subsurface features were identified during testing at 18FR725, the presence of a substantial assemblage of cultural material and the undisturbed 
nature of the setting indicated the potential for important data concerning domestic activity and development in the Urbana area in the first quarter of the 19th 
century. The site should be considered a significant potential source of information related to tenant farming in the early 19th century. A recommendation for 
data recovery was made, unless school construction could be altered to avoid the site.


