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 Projectile Point Types
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All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts
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Kirk (stem)
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Postholes/molds
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Earthworks
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 Wheel pit
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Other

posts, beams, & 
planks in stream bed

All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts

Radiocarbon Data:

Sample 1: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 2: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 3: +/- years BP Reliability

Sample 4: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 5: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 6: +/- years BP Reliability

Sample 7: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 8: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 9: +/- years BP Reliability

Additional radiocarbon results available
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The Taylor Mill/Wilson Mill Site (18DO177) has been interpreted as the remains of a 19th century sawmill. The site lies in the streambed of the Becky Taylor 
Branch in Dorchester County. Soils at the site are Puckum muck and Zekiah sandy loams.

The site was identified in 1990 during Phase Ib intensive archeological survey of areas to be affected by the proposed widening and curve realignments in a 
section of MD 313. The purpose of the project was to determine the presence or absence of potentially significant archeological sites within the project area. 
The total project area consists of 6.44 km (4 miles) of existing right-of-way that parallels MD 313. 

Archival research indicated that an unnamed sawmill (historic structure location #1) was illustrated on two maps dated 1866 and 1877 that lies within the site 
area. The mill was apparently established by Col. J. Wilson between 1860 and 1861. No sawmill was listed in Dorchester County on the 1860 manufacturing 
schedule but in 1861 Wilson died leaving a “sawmill seat” among his holdings. The earliest documentary information on the mill comes from the 1880 
manufacturers’ census schedule which lists the son of Col. Wilson as owner. It is not identified on a 1905 map of the area which suggests that the sawmill 
went out of use sometime between 1878 and 1905.

During the Phase Ib investigations it was revealed that the site was comprised of 11 submerged large beams or timbers that extend across the entire width of 
the stream. The beams are spaced at about 60.9 cm (2 ft) intervals and two of the beams are connected by large cross planks. Adjacent to the planks are 2 
large posts that were driven vertically in the stream bed and are offset between the beams. The beams and cross planks are thought to be part of a carriage 
assembly which facilitated the movement of the logs toward the saw blade. There is also an artificial earthen mound adjacent to, and downstream from, the 
beams. It measures approximately 6.09 m (20 ft) by 3.96 m (13 ft) and is 0.30 m (1 ft) high. A notched beam and a piece of planking protrude from the 
downstream side of the mound. Non-systematic shovel test pits (STPs) were dug in the mound and on the floodplain opposite the mound.  

Phase II investigations of the Taylor Mill/Wilson Mill Site involved pedestrian survey for water control features and the excavation of 5 STPs. A single test unit 
was placed on the earthen mound which was believed to be related to the mill operations. No mill-related features were identified in the immediate area of the 
structure or the mound during the pedestrian survey. The mill structure was mapped by measuring and plotting the submerged timbers where visibility 
allowed. Those areas with poor visibility were explored by hand. During the course of the underwater investigation, a crossbeam was located and it was 
determined that the mill structure continued under the road. Therefore, a trench was excavated in order to follow the crossbeam east until it intersected with 
the side of the mill. The trench was expanded to the north and another crossbeam and the side of the mill were encountered. The mill continued north under 
the road but the road fill was unstable; therefore, the trench was filled and coring was employed to identify the extent of the mill. Eight holes were drilled. 

Phase II investigations revealed that the whole timber structure measured 5.5 m wide by 22 m long. The structure was made of oak, joined by mortise and 
tenon, and nails and spikes, and rests on piles driven into the stream bed. An opening located near the center of the structure may have served as the 
opening that contained the shaft that moved the saw blade or it could have been the location of the mill wheel.  The mill was originally furnished with both a 
muley (stiff) saw and a circular saw. It was determined that the earthen mound post-dated use of the mill structure and thus was not associated with the mill. 
A number of artifacts were recovered from the site during these investigations. There were 50 historic artifacts. Architectural items were 1 brick fragment, 1 
piece of mortar, and a plumbing pipe. There were 33 kitchen-related items (4 sherds of domestic brown stoneware with Albany slip and a Bristol glaze, 1 
whiteware sherd, 11 bottle glass shards, 1 piece of table glass, 15 tin cans and fragments, and 1 tablespoon). Miscellaneous items consisted of 12 pieces of 
coal, 1 unidentified leather fragment, and 1 wooden peg (use unknown). Four prehistoric artifacts collected include 3 flakes and 1 cord-marked Mockley ware 
sherd. The archeologists suggest that based on their stratigraphic location one tin can and the flakes were probably deposited during the 1973 flood and the 
Mockley ware was likely deposited by the stream. 

The Taylor Mill/Wilson Mill Site (18DO177) is an example of a once-common type of industrial structure that played a role in the economic expansion during 
the late 19th century in Dorchester County. Its significance is derived from the information it provides about the construction methods and techniques used in 
these structures. Wilson Mill was one of the first two sawmills in Dorchester County at the start of the area's lumber boom and remains largely intact.  It is a 
manifestation of the increasing demand of lumber products as new railroads opened economic opportunities.  Investigation of the site can add to our 
understanding of the economic theme described in The Maryland Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan. The site was determined eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places in January 1992.


