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Dated features present at site

Artifact concentrations at the site are farily well-
restricted to the mid-late 18th century and intact 
features are present.

 Historic Artifacts  Historic Features
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Furniture 5
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Tobacco related 24
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Human remain(s)
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The Piney Run View site (18CR235) is an apparent mid to late 18th century farmstead near Sykesville in Carroll County, Maryland. The site is situated on a 
level hilltop located within a gently to strongly rolling and hilly upland dissected by small, deeply entrenched streams and drainage ravines. Piney Run flows 
just to the north of the site. A perpetually flowing spring can be found to the east of the site at the base of a hillslope, and was apparently used as a water 
source for the site’s inhabitants. There are no standing structures on the site and it was not identified until the Phase I Survey in 1996 described below. Soils 
at the site consist of the Manor Series loams, characterized as deep, nearly level to very steep somewhat excessively drained soil found on the uplands.

The site was first identified during a Phase I archeological survey conducted in 1996. The survey was conducted prior to the construction of a Law 
Enforcement Driver Training Facility for the Police and Correctional Training Commission in the State of Maryland. A literature search, and informant study, 
and an archeological field study of the proposed facility were conducted in April of that year. As a result of the field study, which included pedestrian survey 
and systematic surface collection, four prehistoric and three historic archeological sites were identified. The vestiges of an 18th century domestic occupation 
(18CR235) were found in a plowed and disked field in the form of a piece plotted artifact scatter and partially intact foundation identified during limited shovel 
test pit excavations. It was determined at the time of the survey that all of the sites except Site 18CR235 could be avoided. Visual examination within the 
artifact concentration revealed that the soils along the more level portion of the hilltop were darker than the surrounding soils. Therefore, three shovel test pits 
were excavated to examine the differences in the soils’ colors. Two shovel test pits yielded additional historic artifacts. However, Shovel Test Pit 3, excavated 
within the darker patch of soil revealed in situ remains of a possible intact foundation. A further field search of the locus revealed that, east of the site and at 
the base of a hillslope, the remains of a grass-covered stone wall was located near the spring which also was postulated as being associated with the site.

Artifacts encountered during the Phase I survey included 7 architectural objects, 34 kitchen-related artifacts, and 2 miscellaneous items. The architectural 
assemblage consisted of 3 mortar fragments, 1 rosehead nail fragment, 1 rosehead nail with a spatulated end, a window glass fragment, and a piece of brick. 
Kitchen-related artifacts include 22 redware, 3 pearlware, 3 white salt-glazed stoneware, 1 English Brown stoneware, 2 tin-glazed earthenware, and 2 
unidentified ceramic sherds, along with 1 dark olive green bottle glass fragment. The 2 miscellaneous items were unidentified metal objects.

It was postulated that the site may be associated with the Brown family and part of a historic land parcel known as “Brown’s Inheritance”. According to the 
available historic literature pertaining to the area, Abel Brown arrived from Scotland to the Annapolis area in 1730. A descendant, also named Abel Brown, 
eventually moved into the project area. In a November 11th, 1756 Maryland Gazette article, an Able Brown Junior is reported to be living near the falls of the 
Patapsco. The site was viewed as highly significant and was recommended for immediate Phase II testing.

Phase II work in 1996 began with additional archival research. The property on which the site is located was sold in 1896 to the State of Maryland for the 
Springfield State Hospital by Maryland ex-Governor Frank Brown. Numerous local histories attest to the fact that Frank Brown, at the age of 18, was given the 
farm where Site 18CR235 is situated (the Brown’s Inheritance tract), which he later combined with other tracts. Prior to that era, tracing ownership of the plot 
was considerably more confounding. In fact, the research failed to confirm who the occupants of Site 18CR325 actually were. The reasons for this failure to 
identify the occupants, stems from the fact that many property transfers (and divisions of tracts) took place from the earliest land grants in the region; the 
bounds of which are not well defined. Certainly members of the Brown family, including Abel Brown, were acquiring tracts in this area at a very early date. The 
problem is that none of these transactions can be tied directly to the portion of Brown’s Inheritance on which 18CR235 is located with any degree of certainty. 
Hence, additional archival research is warranted should additional fieldwork be required at the site.

Phase II fieldwork commenced with the excavation of a block of 40 cm round shovel test pits on a 3.05 meter (10 ft) grid to establish the aerial distribution of 
artifacts across the site. The grid was expanded when artifacts were found in the majority of the shovel test pits within the main block, and testing continued 
until no artifacts were found in the STPs or those artifacts retrieved were extremely small in size (from plowing) and were interpreted as residual remains 
rather than contributing to the site’s dimensions. In addition, if any of the shovel test pits yielded evidence of a cultural feature or unique artifact clusters, 
closed-interval shovel tests were excavated at 1.524 meter (5 ft) intervals around the initial test. This strategy was used to determine the extent or type of 
feature, or to examine a specialized activity area (based on artifact concentrations). In total, 266 shovel test pits were excavated across the hilltop, down the 
eastern slope, and south along a relatively level saddle associated with the hilltop. Those test pits excavated on the slope and saddle were placed at 6.1 
meter (20 ft) intervals to examine the soils’ depth and stratigraphy. The additional shovel test pits were also excavated to confirm that the site boundaries had 
been defined. 

Based on the distribution of the artifacts recovered from the shovel test pits, an area equal to approximately 23.226 square meters (in 6 test units of variable 
size) was hand excavated in areas across the site yielding the most significant artifacts and/or other cultural material. In cases where architectural features 
were observed or where unique artifact concentrations were found, test units were expanded and/or contiguously excavated. These test units were positioned 
to more fully examine soil anomalies and to expose cultural features to determine function, etc. Both STPs and test units were excavated using shovels and 
trowels, in 10.16 cm (4 in) levels within natural/cultural levels to the culturally sterile “B” soil horizon. Soils were screened through hardware mesh and all 
exposed in situ features were recorded, photographed, and drawn in plan and profile views.

The archeological evidence clearly revealed that at least three structures existed on the hilltop and suggests that possibly other structures are present. Within 
Test Unit 1, the remains of a small structure were revealed that, based on the presence of a large number of animal bones, may have functioned as a smoke 
house or other structure relating to food storage. Within Test Unit 2, the remains of a collapsed stone masonry foundation and cellar were identified. The 
numbers and types of artifacts recovered from this feature suggest that it may represent a domestic dwelling. Based on the deep soils found in the 
surrounding STPs and the heavy concentration of artifacts, this is the largest of the structures found at the site. In addition, the feature occupies the most 
level section of the hilltop lending validity to the interpretation that this structure is the primary building associated with the complex. The remains of a 3rd 
structure were exposed in Test Unit 5 in the form of a cellar hole of considerable size (extended at least 3.05 meters in the test unit). The feature contained a 
large number of nails and nail fragments suggesting that this structure was of frame construction. Other possible structures, which were identified but not 
extensively explored, include a possible privy or trash deposit, and another area where glass fragments were found in a dense concentration.

During both Phase II shovel testing and the excavation of the 6 excavation units, a total of 3,070 historic period artifacts were recovered. Additionally another 
6 artifacts were collected during Phase II fieldwork from unprovenienced locations across the site. The entire artifact assemblage includes 11 activity items, 
964 architectural artifacts, 8 clothing objects, 5 furniture objects, 2033 kitchen-related artifacts, 4 personal items, 24 tobacco-related objects, 1 arms item, and 
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26 miscellaneous objects. The activity items include 4 lighting glass pieces, 2 metal construction tools, 1 farm tool, 1 stable-related item, and 3 other pieces of 
hardware. Architectural remains were 4 pieces of organic building material (such as wood), 240 fragments of crown window glass, 262 handwrought  rosehead 
nails, 14 handwrought L-head or headless nails, 4 other fasteners, 2 other pieces of architectural hardware, 376 pieces of unidentified architectural metal, 12 
fragments of brick, and 50 pieces of mortar, cement, etc. The clothing objects were a ceramic button, 5 brass buttons, a brass thimble, and 1 brass clothing 
fastener. Furniture-related artifacts were three brass upholstery tacks and 2 other pieces of furniture hardware. The kitchen assemblage is made up of 1482 
ceramic sherds (1 piece of early porcelain, 597 fragments of redware, 266 pieces of pearlware, 422 creamware sherds, 10 early white stoneware sherds, 10 
slipware sherds, 17 imported brown stoneware sherds, 28 coarse earthenware sherds, 3 early refined earthenware sherds, 18 gray stoneware fragments, 42 
tin enameled earthenware sherds, 19 fragments of miscellaneous 18th century stoneware, and 49 unidentifiable ceramic sherds), 2 pharmaceutical 
bottles/vials, 171 bottle/container glass fragments, 2 pieces of glass tableware, a two-piece bone handle utensil, and 375 unidentified faunal remains. 
Personal objects in the site collections include an 1803 (draped bust) Liberty penny, an 1887 Liberty penny, and two small metal comb fragments that cross-
mend. The tobacco-related artifacts were 3 pipe bowl fragments and 21 pipe stem pieces. Diagnostically, this assemblage probably dates to the period from 
1730 to 1760. The arms related item is a .22 caliber shell casing. Miscellaneous objects were 24 pieces of coal and 2 unidentifiable objects.

Based on analysis of the above data, it is reasonable to conclude that the archeological investigations at Site 18CR235 have identified a relatively intact mid-
18th century farmstead; a site which sheds some light on the early rural lifeways of landowners in Carroll County. From a larger perspective, minimal 
comparative data is available pertaining to such 18th century sites in this area, and the data produced during the Phase II study, at a minimum, provide a 
“jumping off point” for other researchers conducting similar research in the Maryland Piedmont region. But, the presence of intact archeological deposits in the 
form of several structures representing an 18th century farmstead which is preserved beneath the plowzone, demonstrates that the site contains significant 
data which can enhance the property’s historical record and give a more thorough understanding and interpretation of the property’s history, development, 
inhabitants, and changes in land-use patterns through time. Additional fieldwork at the site is likely to be highly-productive.


