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The Dobson Property or 18CH699 is what remains of a late 18th-early 19th century house site known as the Lemuel Wilmer House (CH-228). The site is 
located near Waldorf in Charles County, Maryland. The house which once stood at the site was recorded in 1978 during a county-wide architectural survey. At 
the time of recordation, it was in ruins, but retained sufficient integrity to permit some description of the structure. The former house site sits on a small knoll 
near a tributary of Piney Branch that drains towards Zekaiah Swamp. Though most of the site area was heavily overgrown with secondary revegetation, 
decorative shrubs among the undergrowth as well as rows of cedars reflect the earlier existence of the site as a residence from which the area was farmed. 
Soils at the site are Galestown sandy loams.

According to MHT files, the Lemuel Wilmer House was a single storey structure with a catslide roof, which was raised to create a second storey room. This 
portion of the house had an end chimney and a full cellar. The later addition (ca. 1820) was described as two stories with a pedimented entrance vestibule. It 
is believed to have been the home of Reverend Lemuel Wilmer, a rector at the St. Paul’s Episcopal Church located across a road that abuts the site. By at 
least 1996, this structure was no longer extant.

The site was first examined archeologically in 2001 as part of a Phase I survey conducted prior to the creation of a proposed surface mining and reclamation 
area. The research was required as one of the terms of a special exception to Charles County zoning ordinances, before a state mining permit would be 
issued. Background research conducted prior to the onset of fieldwork indicated that the structural ruin CH-228 was in the vicinity of the proposed mine. 
Information on the structure was scanty, but did indicate a possible construction date of ca. 1790, with remodeling ca. 1820 based on architectural details. 
Thus, researchers undertook a program of shovel testing and pedestrian survey in the vicinity of the previously documented structure.

A total of 194 shovel test pits (STPs) was excavated within the mining project area. A baseline and 15 meter grid were established, and transects were 
traversed in an east-west direction. Shovel tests were excavated at 15 m intervals, unless conditions prevented this. All shovel tests measured a minimum of 
30 cm in diameter, and were excavated in natural stratigraphic levels to a depth of at least 40 cm, or 10 cm into sterile subsoil. All excavated soils were 
screened through hardware cloth. Spatial clustering of 63 positive STPs (the vast majority) resulted in the identification of 18CH699. Of these, 38 produced 
historic artifacts. Based on the results of this testing, and on the locations of identified features, the site area was determined to measure approximately 120 X 
150 m.

Features identified during the Phase I survey include a cellar and chimney fall (Feature 3), the possible remains of 3 outbuildings (Features 1, 4, and 6), and a 
depression that may be a collapsed well or cistern (Feature 2). A fifth feature was identified outside the site area and may be unrelated to the occupation at 
18CH699.

Artifacts recovered during the shovel testing, or noted on the surface, included ceramics that ranged in date from the first decades of the 19th century to the 
middle of the 20th century. The Phase I historic artifact assemblage from 18CH699 included 3 activity items (pieces of barbed wire), 56 architectural objects 
(24 pieces of window glass, 8 fragments of brick, 2 pieces of mortar, 5 cut nails, 1 wire nails, 14 unidentified nails, and 2 pieces of construction marble), 1 
clothing item (a porcelain button), 69 kitchen-related artifacts (13 whiteware sherds, 4 pearlware sherds, 1 domestic brown stoneware sherd, 2 domestic gray 
stoneware sherds, 1 unidentified white-bodied sherd, 9 milk glass lid-liner fragments, 14 machine-made bottle fragments, 4 mold-blown bottle fragments, 4 
pieces of table glass, 11 unidentified bottle glass fragments, and 2 pieces of shell), and 22 miscellaneous objects (18 melted glass fragments, 1 unidentifiable 
glass fragment, 2 unidentified iron/steel objects, and 1 piece of coal). In addition to the historic items, 1 prehistoric artifact was encountered; a non-diagnostic 
quartzite flake.

The presence of an historic assemblage form the 19th and early 20th centuries that includes domestic debris and architectural refuse supports the 
interpretation of Site 18CH699 as the archeological expression of former MHT structure CH-228. The identification of features at the surface and the presence 
of yard plantings highlighted for researchers the potential integrity and research potential of this historic site. Consequently Phase II testing was conducted in 
2005, as a prerequisite for receipt of a US Army Corps of Engineers wetlands permit to finally develop the property for mining.

As a part of this Phase II project, extensive archival and historical background research was conducted. This research reveals that the site lies in a portion of 
Charles Lord Baltimore’s Zakaiah Manor of 1667. The area containing the site was patented in 1802 by Edward Owen as Widow’s Pleasure, confirming his 
widowed mother’s original purchase of the property in 1781. Owen sold the property in 1818 to a Henry A. More, and it was then bequeathed to Elizabeth M. 
Spaulding and Henry Moore. In 1828 the property was sold to Reverend Lemuel Wilmer, who was rector for Port Tobacco Parish.

Reverend Lemuel Wilmer was associated with St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, located immediately across a road adjacent to the site. Reverend Wilmer 
occupied the property until his death in 1869. After his death, the property was owned and occupied by his two unmarried daughters, Rebecca F. and Mary J. 
Wilmer. The farm under the Wilmers served primarily as a residence, with production being geared towards meeting domestic needs. The daughters of Rev. 
Wilmer remained on the property until Mary’s death, in 1899, and Rebecca’s in 1902. After their deaths the property went through a series of absentee 
owners, until 1985, when the Charles County Sand and Gravel company acquired it. If it was farmed at all during this period, it was farmed by tenants, and 
either way it was allowed to fall into disrepair. Based on the architectural information available from the examination by MHT in the 1970s (when the structure 
was still extant), the original construction would have been made by Edward Owen or his mother at the end of the 18th century. The substantial reconstruction 
of the building around 1820 must have been done by Reverend Lemuel Wilmer, who served local churches, and used this as his residence.

Field investigation began with a field survey to relocate and map the features identified at the Phase I level. During the Phase II mapping, an additional 
outbuilding (called Structure 6) was discovered, which was not encountered in 2001. One remaining intact wall of the cellar was also identified. Twenty-eight 
additional STPs were put in a grid oriented to magnetic north on the main part of the site to test the area around the house at a closer interval, as well as to 
confirm correspondence with the Phase I findings. A baseline was measured along the former road, running east-west on the south edge of the site. From 
there, five transects of STPs were excavated at 12.19 m (40 ft) intervals from one another. These transects ran northward across the knoll. One additional 
STP was judgmentally placed as a radial into the grid to determine whether the remains of Feature 6 (see above) were in their original place. The STPs 
averaged 40 cm in diameter and were excavated according to natural soil stratigraphy.

In addition to the surface mapping and STP work, five 1 X 1 m test units were placed in areas of interest based on careful review of the STP results (both 
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Phase I and II). Since CH-288 had been recorded and photographed by MHT, no test units were placed on the foundations of this structure. Test Unit 1 was 
placed on Feature 6 (a possible outbuilding). Test Unit 2 was placed next to an STP that had to be terminated due to a large brick feature at approximately 50 
cm below the surface. Test Unit 4 was placed on the edge of Feature 1 (the cellar and chimney fall). The remaining two test units, Test Units 3 and 5, were 
placed in areas of high artifact concentrations in the hopes of encountering midden.

The soils from both STPs and test units were screened through hardware mesh, and all cultural material, with the exception of brick and mortar, was collected 
and bagged according to its vertical and horizontal provenience. Brick and mortar was generally sampled. Occasionally brick and mortar were noted and 
discarded without sampling. The soil profiles were recorded for each STP, as well as for every test unit. Test units profiles were also photographed. Features 
in the test units were drawn as well as photographed.

Analysis of the artifacts resulted in an early 19th century through early 20th century occupation range for the property. There were also artifacts from the late 
18th century and modern debris. The artifacts indicate a century-long occupation of the site, with intermittent usage after the property was abandoned. This is 
exactly congruent with the historical picture of occupation by Rev. Wilmer and his two daughters. No prehistoric deposits were encountered during Phase II 
work. Historic artifacts encountered during Phase II work in 2005 included 48 activity items, 545 architectural objects, 2 clothing items, 3 furniture remains, 
490 kitchen-related artifacts, 2 personal items, 3 tobacco-related objects, 2 arms items, and 31 miscellaneous objects. Activity items were a porcelain doll 
face, 10 pieces of iron wire, 18 pieces of iron hardware, a rip saw blade, 4 metal container fragments, a horseshoe, 12 pieces of barbed wire, and a sparkplug. 
Architectural artifacts were 40 brick fragments, 7 pieces of mortar, 1 piece of shingle, 130 window glass fragments, 336 nails (203 square, 17 cut, 14 wire, 100 
modern, 2 unidentified), and 31 hardware fragments. The 2 clothing remains were a glass button and a leather shoe sole. The furniture assemblage consists 
of a possible clock gear and 2 possible stove parts. The kitchen assemblage consists of 333 ceramic sherds (3 Jackfield, 9 coarse earthenware, 42 
pearlware, 1 hard-paste porcelain, 5 soft-paste porcelain, 11 bone china porcelain, 4 Chinese porcelain, 1 other porcelain, 1 ironstone, 1 graniteware, 215 
whiteware, 17 yelloware, & 22 miscellaneous stoneware), a metal jar lid, 126 kitchen glass fragments (4 jar pieces, 112 bottle fragments, 10 pieces of table 
glass), part of a tin can, 5 tin beer can fragments, a knife blade, 13 animal bones, and 10 pieces of oyster shell. Personal items were a plastic barrette and a 
tin object. The tobacco-related objects were kaolin pipe fragments and the arms were shotgun shells. Miscellaneous objects include 6 unidentified metal 
objects, 4 wood fragments, 3 pieces of slate, 2 fragments of plastic, 1 piece of rubber, 2 pieces of coal, and 13 pieces of charcoal.

The archeological remains encountered at the site support the results of archival research. The upper layers include a mixture of modern material including 
shotgun shells and modern beer bottles. Below this are layers of pearlware, whiteware, stoneware, and coarse glazed and unglazed earthenwares that reflect 
occupancy from the second third of the 18th century through the beginning of the 20th century. Outbuildings from use as a farm reflect its relatively 
unintensive production, with one earlier log structure (Feature 6), and two later structures; Feature 1 (a collapsed outbuilding) with modern lumber and 
Structure 6 (a chicken coop) with modern lumber and chicken wire.

The archeological remains are mixed. The relatively small amount sampled shows evidence of possible remains of earlier construction, or of removal of bricks 
from the structure after it fell into disuse. There are some areas of considerable disturbance, but parts of the deposits around the building appear to be 
relatively intact. A feature encountered in Test Unit 3 appears to represent a possible porch structure.

Rev. Lemuel Wilmer was not a major figure even in county history, nor were his two daughters. The house was not of any great significance, nor is there any 
reason to think it was the work of a master, or representative of an architectural type. Important processes were taking place in the county during the 
occupancy of this house. These include the shift from tobacco to other crops, including production for the Washington market. However, this farm appears to 
have been involved in minimal production, primarily for use by the occupants of the house, producing milk, corn, vegetables, and animals for the use of the 
family. When Rev. Wilmer died, his daughters continued a minimal agricultural operation with their nephew, again producing at a subsistence level. This site 
was not in any way an important example of agricultural history in Charles County or in Maryland. Thus, though the site does contain deposits with apparent 
integrity, there are no important questions to which this site would contribute information archeologically.


