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The Quarters/Tenant House Site (18CH332) is the purported location of slave quarters associated with Habre de Venture, an 18th century plantation owned 
by Thomas Stone. Stone was one of Maryland’s signers of the Declaration of Independence. The site is located north of Port Tobacco in Charles County, 
Maryland on what is today known as the Thomas Stone National Historic Site. The park consists of the remains of an 18th century dwelling built by Stone as 
well as several outbuildings, including a garage located just west of the main house and an abandoned tenant house roughly 140 meters to the southwest. 
Site 18CH332 is located in the vicinity of the tenant house, which may actually be one of several slave cabins originally located here. The surrounding 
landscape is characterized by a slightly sloping topography and mixed hardwoods such as scrub oak and Virginia pines. Soils on the property and in the 
vicinity of 18CH332 are primarily Beltsville series silt loams.

Archival research conducted on Thomas Stone and Habre de Venture is provided in the synopsis report for 18CH331. The first and only archeological work to 
focus on the vicinity surrounding the tenant house (18CH332) was conducted in November of 1987. A Phase III-level project was undertaken focusing on work 
in 5 areas identified through previous geophysical work, historical research, and informant interviews. It was information from a local informant that led to the 
attention on the area near the standing tenant house, where local lore stated that “slave cabins” associated with Stone’s tenure on the plantation had once 
been located. Archeological investigations in this area were directed at finding the physical remains of this slave community. A total of thirty 1.524 X 1.524 
meter (5 X 5 ft) units was excavated throughout the park (both 18CH331 and 18CH332), fifteen of which were located near the tenant house, in a row along 
the eastern edge of a narrow plateau overlooking a small stream (known as Area 6). Test units were distributed along this stretch of land at locations along 
the stream of minor typographic anomalies. The excavation of these units proceeded by natural stratigraphy with trowels, shovels, and/or picks. Strata were 
kept separate and screened through hardware cloth. All artifacts were retained, except brick which was only weighed and then discarded. The profiles of all 
units were drawn and plan views were recorded if they contained features. All units were photographed.

The test results from the excavation of these units revealed two concentrations of artifactual scatter. One concentration was very close to the extant remains 
of the tenant house and the other was near the southern edge of the narrow plateau. No structural remains were found. The only features encountered 
consisted of two shallow pipe trenches (probably associated with the tenant house), a steel post mark/stain, a post hole, and plow scars at the interface of the 
artifact bearing strata with sterile subsoil in every unit. Among the artifacts recovered were mid to late 19th century materials (primarily kitchen and 
architectural debris) and a few prehistoric objects (quartz flakes). All material was found in a disturbed context within the plowzone. No evidence was 
recovered to corroborate the identification of the area as a location for 18th century slave quarters.

Historic artifacts encountered during the 1987 Phase III excavations at 18CH332 included 3 activity items (2 grommets and a staple), 173 architectural 
objects, 335 kitchen-related objects, 2 tobacco-related objects (stoneware pipe bowl fragments), and 1 miscellaneous object (a piece of oyster shell). The 
architectural objects include a piece of roofing slate, 72 fragments of window glass, 97 cut nails, 2 wire nails, and an iron finial. Kitchen-related artifacts 
included 184 ceramic sherds (1 buff-bodied sherd, a sherd of manganese-mottled earthenware, 2 creamware sherds, 97 pearlware sherds, 2 cream-colored 
sherds, 17 porcelain sherds, 45 whiteware sherds, 14 redware sherds, 1 Rockingham sherd, and 4 miscellaneous stoneware sherds), 3 pieces of table glass, 
143 bottle/container glass fragments, 4 animal bones/teeth, and a piece of tin foil.

While excavations in the vicinity of the tenant house (18CH332) did not reveal the presence of any structural remains. Concentrations of artifacts did suggest 
the possibility of structural locations dating primarily to the mid-19th century. Our understanding of 18CH332 would be aided by geophysical study followed by 
ground-truthing test excavations. Work focusing on the tenant house itself, both interior and exterior excavations, would help clear up remaining questions 
concerning its date of construction and the possibility that it is itself an adapted slave cabin.


