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Habre de Venture (18CH331) is the 18th century plantation of Thomas Stone, one of Maryland’s signers of the Declaration of Independence. The site is 
located north of Port Tobacco in Charles County, Maryland on what is today known as the Thomas Stone National Historic Site. The site consists of the 
remains of an 18th century dwelling built by Stone as well as several outbuildings, including a garage located just west of the main house and an abandoned 
tenant house to the southwest. Other outbuildings, including a second residence, barns, stables, and cribs, lay to the northwest. The surrounding landscape is 
characterized by a slightly sloping topography and mixed hardwoods such as scrub oak and Virginia pines. Soils on the property are primarily Beltsville series 
silt loam, except for the immediate vicinity of the main dwelling on the site where Exum series silt loams are present. 

Archival research reveals that Thomas Stone was born in 1743 at Poynton Manor a few miles west of Port Tobacco. After an informal education, Stone began 
to practice law at age 21. The plantation property was purchased by Stone in 1770, using the dowry from his marriage to Margaret Brown two years earlier. 
The 1½ storey main house on the property is believed to have been constructed under Stone’s direction by 1773. It is of unique construction with Georgian 
influences, a gambrel roof, and a central walkway. The dwelling was surrounded by large terraced formal gardens. Hyphens and east and west wing additions 
to the main house were apparently added and modified in the 19th and 20th centuries. Very little else is known of Stone’s rural plantation life, the buildings, 
and improvements to his land. The successful law practice of Thomas Stone in Frederick Town and Annapolis may have been his major concern, as his 
plantation life is not well recorded.

Active in politics as a strong conservative that vied against war with Britain, Stone was respected among his peers and was elected to the Continental 
Congress shortly before the Revolutionary War. In 1776, Stone and a few of America’s founding fathers thought war with Britain was a drastic action, although 
it was unanimously agreed that independence was best for the people. Stone signed the Declaration of Independence at 33, the youngest member of the 
Maryland delegation. During the early years of the Revolutionary War, Stone was instrumental in the development and formation of the new central 
government. He also served three terms in the Maryland Senate beginning in 1776, but declined due to his law practice and his wife’s ill health. Thomas Stone 
and his wife died only a few months apart in 1787 and are buried on-site in the family cemetery.

Following Stone’s death in 1787, descendants and relatives continued to own the property into the 20th century. The last Stone to own the property, Michael 
Robertson Stone, died in 1931, and his heirs subsequently sold the property to Charles Stephenson Smith. Early 20th century photographs indicate that the 
house’s porches were modified and that new plantings were made in the early 1930s. Smith sold the property to Peter and Ruth Vischer in 1945. During the 
Vischer occupation “restoration” work was undertaken to the house in 1945 and 1972. On New Year’s Day, 1977, a fire gutted the main block of the house 
and extensively damaged the west hyphen and wing and the property lay in disrepair until its eventual sale to the National Park Service (NPS) in 1981. 
Temporary roofs and chimney caps were installed to protect the gutted interior of the main house and preserve the brick walls. The desire by NPS to develop 
the site as an interpretive historic park led to a succession of archeological projects to mitigate the impact of restoration work and aide in accurate 
reconstruction and interpretation.

The first serious archeological work conducted at the site occurred in April of 1986 when a Phase III-level analysis was conducted by NPS personnel on a 
structure known as the “Office Building” which required foundation stabilization and on a large depression located near the kitchen addition. This structure was 
connected to the main house by a breezeway and was in very poor condition and in threat of collapse. The structure was thought, at the time, to have served 
as the law office of Thomas Stone, but was most recently used by the Vischer family as an office for a thoroughbred horse newspaper and for their horse farm 
operations. The work began with a thorough architectural documentation of the existing “Office Building” structure, which can be found in the full site report. 
Two arbitrary horizontal grids were laid out prior to the excavations to reference the resulting information three dimensionally. The “Area A” grid was mapped 
as a 7.77 meter (25.5 ft) square encompassing the office building footprint and soils immediately surrounding it and “Area B” was mapped as a 2.44 meter (8 
ft) square to explore the large depression located next to the kitchen addition.

In Area A, a total of 4 roughly 1.524 X 1.524 meter (5 X 5 ft) test units was excavated along the exterior of the structure’s foundation (dimensions are not exact 
due to the irregularity of the foundation). Six smaller, irregular, sized units were also excavated against the foundation along the structure’s exterior, and 4 
additional irregular units were excavated on the interior of the office. Area B was excavated as a single 2.44 X 2.44 meter unit. Excavations were carried out 
with shovels and trowels, which were used to scrape the soil and delineate zones, features, and levels. Soil excavated by this method was screened through 
hardware cloth and collected artifacts were marked according to provenience. Zone 1, a culturally and naturally disturbed soil layer was discovered at the 
surface in all of the test units (both Areas A and B). Several historic cultural features (detailed below) were encountered at the base of this zone. Fill levels 
within features were collected as one provenience unit within each test unit. Pit features were excavated by cross-sectioning the plan view into 2 provenience 
units to document the profile view and identify any stratigraphic levels. Structural or linear features were excavated as one provenience unit, with the exception 
of actual known structures such as the foundations, steps, and sidewalk. 

The research strategy in Area A focused on the identification of archeological remains immediately encircling the office building. The excavation of this area 
revealed primarily architectural building materials and secondary kitchen debris. This artifact pattern is most likely a result of 19th and 20th century open 
refuse deposits overlying and mixed in the fill of architectural and pit features. Eighteen features were identified in this area including a drain system with two 
gutter boots (Features 1 and 2), a foundation and subsequent modifications (Feature 3), a stone walk (Feature 16), a brick step (Feature 18), and 13 pits 
(Features 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 17). The two cast iron drain boots and drain system were put into place between 1907 and 1936. This 
drain system was found to be in fine working order and continued to drain rain water from the “Office Building” roof, basement entry flanker, and main house 
to an unknown location west of the structure. 

The building foundation was found to exhibit 3 major building episodes. The primary foundation was constructed for a building of unknown function, possibly 
as early as the 18th century. This unidentified building was removed before 1864. Between 1864 and 1901, a secondary foundation was built on the primary 
foundation. Between 1907 and 1936 portions of the north and east walls of the secondary foundation were modified in an attempt to correct lateral movement 
of both foundations. This movement resulted from the poor construction techniques of the secondary foundation and the relative age of the primary 
foundation. 

The brick step and associated stone walk leads to the building entry. These features were not explored in depth, archeologically, although the brick step was 
documented to date between 1901 and 1936. The step may have been contemporaneous with the secondary foundation modification due to similarities in 
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construction and therefore, date after 1907. A lightning rod ground cable enters into a pit feature located near the southeast corner of the office building. 
Although partially excavated, it is not dated. This lightning rod ground was left in working condition. The remaining 12 pit features were determined to be 
potting holes of various ages. Many of these potting holes still contained active root systems and 6 were excavated. The information obtained from these 
excavations is primarily locational. These pit features and associated root systems resulted in the disturbance of much of Zone 1 (see above).

The research goals for Area B focused on the identification of a rather large depression north of the kitchen addition and, thus, a single large unit was placed 
to encompass this entire area. This unit contained primarily building materials, but evidence for an open refuse deposit of secondary kitchen refuse is also 
present. In Area B a brick sidewalk (Feature 19) and brick cistern or well (Feature 20) were identified. The brick sidewalk and an associated gravel bed dates 
from the 19th or 20th century. This sidewalk was not investigated intensively as dictated by the research goals. The brick cistern or well was a half circle of 
decomposed brick with interior fill levels. The few artifacts obtained from the first interior level of this feature indicate a very early 19th century primary de facto 
deposit.

Soil samples were collected from Features 3, 4, 5, 9, 12, 13, 14, and 20 and were subjected to flotation, however, no results of this analysis are provided in 
the full site report.

Artifacts encountered during the 1986 excavations include 81 activity items, 4,296 architectural artifacts, 18 clothing remains, 16 furniture objects, 1,792 
kitchen-related artifacts, 8 personal objects, 4 tobacco-related artifacts, 6 arms objects, and 1,438 miscellaneous artifacts. Among the activity items are a toy 
marble, 8 pieces of lamp glass, a steel paper clip, a steel cap nut, an iron washer, a wrench, and 68 sherds from a redware flower pot. The architectural 
artifacts include 2,907 pieces of window glass, 2 fragments of window caulking, 1,372 nails (194 cut, 38 cut and clinched, 52 wire, 4 wire and clinched, 1,002 
unidentified, 82 unidentified and clinched), 2 wire fence staples, a wood screw, a wrought iron strap hinge, 2 iron door lock plates, 1 rim fitting door lock, 3 
pieces of telephone wire, 3 pieces of electrical wire, a copper finial, and a piece of stoneware drain tile. The clothing remains consisted of two 1-hole bone 
buttons, a 5-hole bone button, two 4-hole porcelain buttons, 3 brass/copper buttons, a 4-hole shell button, 3 steel buttons, a brass snap, 2 pieces of cotton 
cloth, a rubber shoe heel with wire tacks, a brass thimble, and a single-pronged steel belt buckle. The 16 furniture items were a wrought tack with a soldered 
head, and 13 pieces of furniture plate glass. The kitchen assemblage included 380 ceramic sherds (25 Jackfield, 145 creamware, 41 pearlware, 40 porcelain, 
81 whiteware, 1 yelloware sherd with Rockingham glaze, 7 redware, 20 white salt-glazed stoneware, and 20 miscellaneous stoneware), 12 pieces of table 
glass, 1,043 container/bottle glass fragments, 354 animal bones (16 cow, 15 pig, 30 chicken, and 293 unidentified), 1 walnut hull, 1 unidentified seed, and a 
pewter tablespoon. The 8 personal items were 2 human molars (one with a gold cap), a hollow copper bead, an amber mandrel-wound bead, a George II 
copper ½ penny, a 1918 Mercury-head dime, a Buffalo nickel, and brass skeleton key. Artifacts related to tobacco smoking include a brass lighter, a ball clay 
pipe bowl and 2 ball clay pipe stems. Arms objects were a lever action trigger guard, a piece of lead sprue, and four .22 caliber brass casings. And finally, the 
miscellaneous objects encountered in 1986 were 4 copper objects, 5 lead objects, 2 brass objects, 827 fragments of iron or steel, 2 pieces of wood, 3 pieces 
of plastic, 68 fragments of shell, a cat skeleton, 2 other cat bones, 18 rodent bones, 1 unidentified cardboard and copper object, a piece of leather, 31 coal 
cinders, and 473 pieces of charcoal.

Several research projects were conducted simultaneously at 18CH331 during the 1987 field season. The first of these was a geophysical survey conducted in 
the spring involving ground penetrating radar, magnetometry, and a soil conductivity survey. The survey mapped several earthen features and a number of 
buried deposits of metal which may be historic in origin. Several utility lines were also delineated. However, the historic features identified were rather fewer 
than had been anticipated and none of those encountered include privies, wells, paths, and outbuildings. One of the research projects conducted later in the 
season was geared towards ground-truthing some of the identified anomalies to determine what they actually represented.

During the summer of 1987 a Phase III-level fieldwork project was undertaken focusing on the basement (both interior and exterior) of the main residence’s 
kitchen (west) wing where NPS was planning reconstruction efforts to repair damage from the 1977 fire. Initially, work was also planned for other exterior 
areas surrounding the structure, but unanticipatedly complex work inside the kitchen led to the elimination of planned units near a walkway. However, a 
contract modification between NPS and the firm conducting the research provided for testing in ground exposed by removal of a recent porch. A total of 6 
irregular shaped test units and trenches were excavated. Unit 1 was dug inside the hyphen connecting the main building and west wing kitchen. Unit 2 was 
dug on the south, outside and next to the exterior foundation and next to steps leading out of the connector between the main building and the west wing. 
Units 5.1, 5.2, and 5.3 were dug along the west, north, and east walls of the west wing. Unit 6 was dug next to 5.1 in the area uncovered by removal of a 
recent porch-type step. In addition, digging by repair/reconstruction crews in the main building basement and in the connecting passage between the main 
building and the east wing were monitored. Excavation proceeded stratigraphically where possible, following individual cultural or natural levels. Soils 
encountered were extremely hard, and screening often was assisted by use of small pieces of 2 X 4, used to break the soil apart and push it through hardware 
mesh. 

Researchers found lithic evidence of a prehistoric occupation here. Most lithics recovered, were quartz and quartzite flakes. Some tools were recovered, 
including one apparent Archaic projectile point. A few flakes of slate are the most improbable finds, and a few of the quartz flakes may be natural, given that 
quartz debitage sometimes is especially hard to identify. The large number of finds and the clearly artifactual nature of most suggest a fairly significant 
occupation. Similarly, prehistoric finds are reported for every test unit, so the occupation does not seem to have been confined to a small area. No prehistoric 
features were identified, however, researchers concluded that if the prehistoric occupants ever dug anything into the clayey subsoil, those features should still 
be present. Unfortunately, no adequate description of the artifacts from the summer 1987 excavations has ever been produced. A preliminary examination of 
the prehistoric assemblage included 1 quartz point (described as Archaic but not typed), 1 core, 145 quartz flakes, 305 other flakes (quartz, quartzite, chert, 
slate, other), and 3 pieces of quartzite shatter.

During monitoring in the basement, researchers were able to disprove the notion that an interior brick wall was part of the original wing construction. It was 
also discovered that the original basement construction was excavated into sterile clay. Brick and mortar rubble was then placed over the clay, and capped by 
clay and sand, possibly as a drainfield to keep puddles from forming on the basement floor. This rubble was uninterrupted at any point, indicating that no brick 
wall could have been present. An interesting large Rhenish stoneware sherd (not manufactured after the early 18th century) was encountered in the rubble fill, 
and is thought to have been part of the fill brought in from elsewhere rather than evidence of occupational admixture or an earlier occupation at this same site. 
Montitoring in the east wing connecting passage revealed evidence of the raising of the basement’s floor level subsequent to original construction. The 
excavation in Unit 1 (beneath the floorboards of the hyphen connecting the main house and west wing kitchen) revealed the presence of numerous meat and 
fowl bones. In addition, a layer of red brick dust and a layer of tan sand were interpreted as relating to the construction of the main building. Excavation near 
the west wall revealed an earlier brick and mortar foundation running more northwest-southeast than does the standing wall. This foundation was placed in a 
trench that went below any historic levels, and a thin discontinuous layer of sand seems to have been scattered in the trench before the wall was laid. It is 
thought that the original overall construction plan for the house and original support structures was bilaterally symmetrical (typically Georgian). Over time, the 
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aesthetic of symmetry in the overall layout was sacrificed to more utilitarian considerations.

In exterior Units 5.1, 5.2, and 5.3 severe disturbance from shrub plantings was found. A buried level of gravel was identified in Units 5.1 and 5.2 suggesting a 
former pathway around the building’s northwest corner. One single layer, dating to the period of original construction was encountered, but was heavily 
disturbed by the shrubs except in areas right next to the foundation. A pit, possibly dug to hold scaffolding in place during construction was encountered in 5.2. 
And in 5.1 an iron plate with wood inside it may have served as a structural wooden upright for a porch/door covering. In Unit 2, much of the early stratigraphy 
was destroyed by a waste pipe trench, with shrub plantings adding to the disturbance. The unit (exterior to the main building and west wing connection) 
revealed a fieldstone foundation (different from the rest of the structures), but no single level associated with the early period identified in 5.1, 5.2, and 5.3. 
Unit 6 was excavated in the area made accessible by the removal of the recent porch. Large quantities of rubble from the porch removal were removed from 
the surface, then pieces of concrete and brick/mortar chunks were encountered in a second level, along with plastic sheeting and tinfoil. The mortar appeared 
to be 20th century Portland cement. It was concluded that this material was the remains of the predecessor of the most recent set of steps. Nothing of 
historical note was encountered.

Again, no adequate documentation of the artifacts collected during this excavation project has been produced and the description that does exist is rather 
vague. The historic assemblage included at least 4 activity items, 1,050 architectural objects, 21 clothing items, 1,255 kitchen-related artifacts, 1 personal 
item, and 3 tobacco-related artifacts. In addition, 5,297 miscellaneous objects were recovered, but because of the way they are catalogued they cannot be 
assigned to any function category with certainty. The known activity items were a metal band, a chisel, a flower pot, and an iron horseshoe. The architectural 
assemblage included 135 glazed brick fragments and 34 other brick and mortar pieces, 3 pieces of blacktop, 874 nails, 3 ceramic pipe fragments, and a paint 
chip. Clothing remains were 16 plastic or rubber buttons, a ceramic button, 2 metal buttons, and 2 pieces of leather. The 1,255 kitchen-related artifacts were 
754 ceramic sherds, 4 stoneware sherds, 494 faunal remains (animal bones or shell), a Mason jar lid, and 2 pieces of foil. The personal item is an 1876 dime 
and the 3 tobacco-related objects are pipe fragments. The miscellaneous assemblage consisted of 2,712 unidentified glass pieces, 866 unidentified metal 
objects, 1,322 items identified as organic (some of which aren clearly not organic), a piece of shale, 162 wood fragments, 3 pieces of paper, 2 pieces of 
cardboard, 1 animal claw, 23 pieces of coal, and 203 pieces of slag.

Later, in November of 1987, yet another Phase III-level project was conducted, this time focusing on work in 5 areas identified through the aforementioned 
geophysical survey, additional historical research, and data from the previous excavations. The November 1987 research program focused on 1) exploration 
of subsurface anomalies north of the house and detected by remote sensing the previous spring, 2) the excavation of the surface buried beneath the circa 
1930s patio and associated porch support footings along the north side of the house, 3) unearthing a section of the flooring connected to the kitchen wing 
area in advance of reconstructive work, 4) explorations related to finding a wall return on the south side of the building, 5) discovering possible structural 
remains associated with the original approach to the house, 6) exploration of a historic outbuilding location, 7) explorations to locate a privy reported by an 
informant to be in the southeastern yard area of the house, and 8) investigation to find physical remains associated with reported “slave cabins” in a field to 
the west of the tenant house. 
A new grid system was established for use during the November 1987 project (none of the projects at 18CH331 utilized the same datums or grid systems). 
The site was divided up into six major areas and a total of thirty 1.524 X 1.524 meter (5 X 5 ft) units was excavated within the established grid system. The 
excavation of these units proceeded by natural stratigraphy with trowels, shovels, and/or picks. Strata were kept separate and screened through hardware 
cloth. All artifacts were retained, except brick which was only weighed and then discarded. The profiles of all units were drawn and plan views were recorded if 
they contained features. All units were photographed.

Area 1 was located just to the north of the Thomas Stone House. Five units were placed over two subsurface anomalies detected during the 1987 geophysical 
survey in this area. The excavation of these units revealed a naturally undulating subsurface horizon with high iron content, which may have been responsible 
for the irregular readings of the remote sensing survey. It is believed to be natural in origin. 

Area 2 was designated as the area of testing conducted adjacent to the Thomas Stone House. Four units were excavated in this area. One of these straddled 
the northeast corner of the brick patio which extended across the northern façade of the main house. A portion of an earlier pier support footing was unearthed 
in this unit, but little else of note was encountered. Another unit in Area 2 was excavated through a section of flooring in the kitchen wing area in order to 
assess the possible impact to archeological remains in advance of proposed reconstruction of the east wall. This unit revealed the foundation of the kitchen’s 
east wall and two post features in a line perpendicular to the wall. These were considered likely to have supported scaffolding at the time of kitchen wing 
construction. Two other features in the unit were remnants of builder’s trenches, one disturbing the other. It is thought that one is associated with the original 
construction, while the other was created during facing of the foundation with cement in the later 19th century. Unfortunately no artifacts were encountered in 
this feature which would assist in dating it. The final feature found in this unit was a square-sided pit on its eastern edge; the remains of an earlier 
archeological test unit. The other 2 test units excavated in Area 2 were dug in an attempt to find the difference between the existing southern wall of the 
kitchen wing and what appeared to be a misaligned, earlier foundation wall found inside the building during the summer 1987 excavations. The return of the 
misaligned wall was expected to be found outside the existing building. Excavation revealed that the wall return corresponded with the existing south wall of 
the kitchen. The remains of at least one, possibly two, brick walkways were encountered in a fragmentary condition. Planting wells from shrubs, a utility 
trench, and groundings for a lightning rod were also encountered in this area.

Area 3 was located approximately 15 meters south of the house in an area thought to contain possible outbuildings. A single unit was excavated here, but no 
features were encountered. Artifacts consisted predominantly of mid to late 19th century kitchen and architectural debris. 

Area 4 was excavated on what was thought to be the original approach to the house, an area where an earthen ramp was present connecting the house 
terrace with lower garden terraces. A single unit was placed on this ramp to reveal any structural remains (walkway, steps, etc.), but no features were 
encountered. A few objects dating to the late 19th century were encountered. On the basis of the test unit excavated and probing performed along the earthen 
ramp, it seems unlikely that the original approach was ever located in this area. 

Area 5 was excavated in the attempt to locate the aforementioned privy described by a local informant. Four test units were excavated in this area, but the 
privy was not found. The only feature encountered was a tree stump that had been burned to a certain level, the remaining section rotting away. The artifacts 
consisted primarily of 20th century material (Styrofoam, plastic, asbestos, etc.) and were found in a disturbed/mixed context.

Area 6 is a field situated some 140 meters or so west of the Thomas Stone House. Local legend claims that here, close to the abandoned tenant house, stood 
the old slave cabins purported to have been part of the Stone’s plantation. Archeological investigations in this area were directed at finding the physical 
remains of the slave community. The findings in this area are discussed in a separate synopsis report as the locale was ultimately assigned the unique site 
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Historic artifacts encountered during the November 1987 excavations at 18CH331 included 58 activity items, 423 architectural objects, 1 clothing item, 1 
furniture item, 290 kitchen-related artifacts, 3 personal objects, 1 arms item, and 28 miscellaneous artifacts. The activity items were a toy porcelain cup, a 
piece of non-electrical wire, 3 metal fittings, a solderless wiring terminal, 3 metal bands, 1 staple, a metal clip, and 47 garden-related objects (a hose fixture, a 
metal rake fragment, 43 redware flower pots, and 2 plastic gardening tools). The architectural artifacts were an asbestos shingle, 122 fragments of window 
glass, 295 nails (239 cut, 53 wire, and 3 unidentified), a tack, 3 spikes, and a pipe fitting. The only clothing artifact was a milk glass button. The only possible 
furniture object was a metal pull (drawer pull). Kitchen-related artifacts included 167 ceramic sherds (1 buff-bodied, 25 cream-colored ware, 14 creamware, 42 
pearlware, 2 Chinese export porcelain, 13 porcelain, 48 whiteware, 10 redware, 1 Rockingham, 4 white salt-glazed stoneware, and 7 miscellaneous 
stoneware), 3 fragments of table glass, 78 bottle/container glass fragments, 36 animal bones, a kettle leg, a metal measuring spoon, a tea tag, and 3 pieces 
of plastic measuring spoon. The personal artifacts were a key, a glass lens fragment, and a glass locket with hair in it. The only arms item was a shotgun shell 
base. And finally, the miscellaneous objects encountered were a piece of unidentified metal, a piece of plastic, a piece of Styrofoam, 2 fragments of coal, a 
piece of slag, and 22 fragments of oyster shell (classified as miscellaneous by the excavators).   

Prehistoric artifacts were also encountered in deposits throughout the site during the November 1987 excavations. No features are described in the full site 
report, but the artifacts included a quartz biface, 3 quartz cores, 2 quartz scrapers, 73 quartz flakes, 3 quartzite flakes, 1 chert flake, 1 jasper flake, 81 pieces 
of quartz shatter, 2 pieces of quartzite shatter, a fragment of rhyolite shatter, a piece of jasper shatter, 2 quartz cobbles, 2 jasper cobbles, a hammerstone, 
and 7 pieces of fire-cracked rock.

In 1990, additional testing was conducted in the kitchen wing as well as monitoring work in the basement of the main structure involving 6 test units/trenches 
dug around and within the foundations. Unfortunately, no final report has ever apparently been written. A preliminary report was provided to NPS, but MHT has 
no copy of this draft available. 

The most recent phase of archeological work at 18CH331 for which MHT has a final report, was conducted in the spring of 1992. Staff archeologists from NPS 
conducted test excavations to investigate the characteristics of the pier footings for porches that formerly existed on the north and south sides of the main 
building or original house structure. The information gained from the excavations was expected to contribute to design of the planned reconstruction of the 
porches, an element of the site re-development plan, and towards mitigation of the potential adverse effects of reconstruction on the footings and their 
associated archeological context.

A total of 9 excavation units were placed around the porch pier footings and associated porch features on the north and south sides of the main house 
structure. With one exception (a 91.44 cm or 3 ft square unit) the excavations measured either 76.2 cm square or 76.2 cm X 1.524 m (2.5 ft square or 2.5 X 5 
ft), depending on the nature of the feature being investigated. Four of the units were placed on the north side of the house and five on the south side. A tenth, 
informal excavation was made at a corner pier footing on the north side, within an excavation unit of a previous archeological project, to address 
inconsistencies between that project’s findings and those of the current project. All units were hand excavated using trowels or shovels as appropriate to 
remove soils down to the natural subsoil or to a level where an adequate description and explanation of the feature being investigated could be made. Soils 
were excavated according to natural or cultural stratigraphic levels and were generally screened through hardware cloth and visually inspected for the 
presence of artifacts (the layer of ash and debris from the 1977 fire was treated as overburden in most units).

The pier footings were found to have been constructed of brick with lime mortar, although the mortar has apparently decayed in many joints, especially on the 
south pier footings. They are of similar construction and the stratigraphy associated with the pier footings suggests that they were constructed at the same 
time as, or very soon after, construction of the house itself. Later reconstruction of the piers on both sides of the house was also evident. On the south, the 
reconstruction was relatively recent, employing as it did a Portland cement mortar, and having occurred with grade at its modern elevation. The reconstructed 
south porch piers were otherwise probably very similar to the original piers. On the north the reconstructed piers were offset slightly to the north, and out from 
the central axis of the house, relative to the original pier locations. The period of reconstruction of the north porch piers, while prior to 1936, is otherwise 
unclear. Although not evident archeologically, it is possible that more than one reconstruction occurred. A brick-paved terrace was also uncovered in the north 
porch area and, though older, was subject to some modifications over the 20th century. A possible prehistoric pit was found beneath the north terrace and a 
Palmer point was encountered in fill from that same unit. Many of the pits contained historic fill from elsewhere at the site, some of which contained prehistoric 
objects as well. At the south margin of the south porch a likely planting bed and an odd stretch of pavement were also uncovered. No description of the 
artifacts encountered during the 1992 excavations is provided in the full site report, and these are not included in the tallies above. 


