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Perry Point 13 (18CE264) is a multicomponent site comprised of an 18th to 20th century artifact scatter, and Late Archaic or Early Woodland and Late 
Woodland short-term camp occupations. Cultural features located at the site indicate the possible presence of the remains of a late 18th or early 19th century 
structure. It is situated at the confluence of the mouth of the Susquehanna River and the Chesapeake Bay. The site is located on the grounds of the Veterans 
Administration Medical Center at Perry Point in Cecil County. The site is within the National Register boundary of Perry Point Manor and Mill. The refurbished 
18th century stone mill (Perry Point Mill), called the “old mill”, lies opposite the site along the banks of the river. The site measures approximately 3,000 
square meters.  

Phase I and Phase II archeological testing was conducted on the 478 acre property of the Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC), which is located 
on the Perry Point Peninsula. The VAMC property includes developed and undeveloped areas, a historic district, and 104.5 wooded acres excessed to the 
General Services Administration (GSA). The project was undertaken to assist in compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, 
and it’s implementing regulations, 36 CFR 800. Specifically, the Act requires that each federal agency establish a program to locate, inventory, and nominate 
to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) all properties under its ownership or control. Additionally, Section 110 requires that the significant values of 
cultural resources be preserved or enhanced when they are transferred. This applies to the land excessed to the GSA who was going to deed the 104.5 acre 
parcel to the town of Perryville for recreational use. The goals identified for the Phase I/II project were to locate and identify all cultural resources within the 
project area and to determine their eligibility for the NRHP, to assess the probable effects of any future undertakings at the VAMC or the excessed property on 
those resources, and to prepare plans and their estimated cost to mitigate those effects likely to be adverse. Prehistoric research themes that guided the 
archeological investigations included settlement patterns, trade networks, and resource exploitation. Historic research focused on structure locations, the 
exploitation of bay versus interior resources, and yard activity areas. 

In the spring of 1987, the Phase I archeological survey identified 17 sites, 10 isolated prehistoric artifact locations, 12 isolated historic artifact locations, and 2 
isolated prehistoric/historic artifact locations within the project area. Field investigations included a pedestrian survey of exposed shoreline and banks and 
shovel test pit (STP) excavations. No testing was undertaken in areas too disturbed by development to contain intact sites or too swampy to contain evidence 
of previous occupation. Intensive survey units were defined as those with a high probability of containing archeological remains. Those areas were shovel 
tested at 30 m intervals along transects set 30 m apart. Light survey units, those with a moderate to low probability of containing archeological remains, were 
shovel tested at 60 m intervals. Shovel tests around the grounds of the manor house were placed at 15 m intervals along parallel transects placed 30 m apart. 
Radial STPs were excavated at 7.5, 15, or 30 m intervals depending on the intensity designated for a particular unit (eg. intensive survey or light survey area). 
Based on the Phase I fieldwork, 9 sites were recommended for further Phase II work. 

In the summer and fall of 1987, Phase II archeological testing was undertaken. Phase II testing consisted of additional STPs excavated at 10 m intervals 
along transects placed 10 m apart, and the excavation of 1 m² test units, although larger test units were dug when conditions warranted. A grid was 
established over the sites that were identified for further investigation as a result of the Phase I testing. All excavated soils were screened through ¼” mesh 
and all pre-20th century materials were retained. Flotation samples (1 liter) were collected per level from one test unit at each site. In addition to fieldwork, 
archival research was also conducted as part of the Phase II investigations. 

Prehistoric occupation of Perry Point began at least as early as the Late Archaic period. Historic occupation on the peninsula began ca. 1659 when a 
merchant and member of the Maryland General Assembly named John Bateman became the first European owner of the tract of land. In ca. 1664, Captain 
Richard Perry “possessed” the land for Bateman’s orphaned daughter at his death, and at some point Perry took ownership of the land. In 1672, Perry 
returned to England, leaving his land under the management of representatives. Also in 1672, Jacob Young bought a writ allowing him to establish a water mill 
on 10 acres of land at Perry Point. It is not clear if Young built his mill, which would have been the first settlement at the point. Philip Thomas purchased the 
840 acre Perry lands in 1728. At his death, 570 acres was willed to his son Samuel. The Veterans Administration Medical Center is located on that acreage. 
Samuel Thomas may have been the first owner to live on the property (his father lived elsewhere). The brick manor house located on the property overlooks 
the Susquehanna River. It probably dates to the period of Samuel’s ownership. Improvements to the land included 2 dwellings, a barn, outbuildings, 3 mills, a 
wharf, and an orchard. Only the locations of the extant manor house and one mill are known. At the time of his death in 1784, Samuel Thomas held 68 slaves. 
In 1798, Samuel’s son Richard sold the plantation lands with the exception of 4 acres of Perry Point fronting the Susquehanna River and occupied by Mrs. 
Rogers. Richard Thomas apparently had an interest in a ferry service that ran from Perry Point to Havre de Grace across the Susquehanna. 

In 1800, the land came under the ownership of John Stump. The Stump family retained the property for most of the 19th century, renting it to the United 
States Government from ca. 1861 until 1862 for use as a training station for horses and mules. The manor house served as headquarters for the officers and 
the government constructed several buildings on the property. In 1918, the government purchased the remnants of the 516 acre Perry Point plantation from 
the Stump heirs for the development of an ammonium nitrate plant. The company who constructed the facilities for the government management agency built 
railroads, streets, utilities, factory buildings, and more than 300 houses at the Perry Point site. In 1922, the Veterans Bureau acquired the facility for use as a 
hospital. The facility remains in use as a medical center but the extant manor house and mill create a link to the property’s long history as a plantation and 
farm. 

Site 18CE264 was identified through the excavation of 13 STPs during Phase I and 22 STPs and 8 test units during Phase II. Soil profiles indicated that the 
western half of the site had been disturbed by recent filling, probably as a result of ground leveling. Artifacts included a few prehistoric and 19th century 
materials, cinders and clinkers, and modern items. Soils in the eastern portion of the site before it slopes into the swale were comprised of a 30-40 cm thick 
plowzone above a B1 or B2 horizon. Only a few prehistoric artifacts were recovered along with late 18th, 19th and 20th century artifacts. The eastern side of 
the site was thought to be where a small structure was possibly located. 

No features related to the prehistoric component at the site were identified; however, several historic features were encountered in the southeastern area of 
the site under recent fill. A unit excavated on the slope of the swale revealed a pipe trench and 2 planting features, one of which cut into the trench. Artifacts 
recovered from the plowzone as well as the trench fill dated to the mid-19th century. Three features were located in a 1x2 m unit excavated on the edge of the 
garden area. Feature 1 was a pit measuring about 50 cm in diameter and contained a preserved wooden post as well as rock, brick fragments, and 19th 
century artifacts. Feature 1 cut into the west side of Feature 3. Feature 2 was an irregularly shaped pit that was tentatively interpreted to be a posthole. No 
associated postmold was identified. Feature 2 also contained 19th century artifacts. Feature 3 was roughly circular, 80 cm in diameter, with a possible 
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posthole identified at its base. Rocks and bricks were piled around the edge of the feature and its fill contained pieces of granite. The various irregular fill 
strata in the feature contained early 19th century artifacts and animal and fish bone, fish scales, and oyster shell. The high frequency of artifacts from the 
architectural group indicated that either a structure had stood in the area at one time or it may have received debris from a structure. If representative of a 
structure, then the limited amounts of domestic materials suggested that this may have been a special purpose structure. The high faunal ratio further 
suggested that the area may have had a secondary function as a peripheral midden. 

Flotation samples collected from all 3 features contained fish and mammal bone, fish scales, turtle bone, and shell (recorded as 8 miscellaneous kitchen 
items in the table above). Samples from the features and from Layers 4 and 5 in test units N19-20/W109-110 and N21-22/W113-114 respectively also 
contained fragments of brick, historic ceramics and uncharred seeds, and glass, coal, and charcoal, (recorded as 2 architecture, 2 ceramics and 2 
miscellaneous kitchen, and 6 miscellaneous items in the table above).  

A total of 1,654 historic artifacts were reported in the artifact inventory, Appendix 2 in the site report. Architectural items (n=748) included 255 bricks and brick 
fragments, 2 cut nails, 8 wire nails, 149 unidentified nails, 323 pieces of window glass, 5 fragments of mortar, 2 lengths of electrical wire, 1 granite building 
stone, 1 piece of tar paper, 1 tack, and 1 piece of roofing slate. Three buttons comprise the clothing items (1 brass, 1 bone, 1 plastic). There were 798 kitchen-
related items including 170 pieces of bottle glass, 4 fragments of table glass, 4 pieces of milk glass, 314 ceramic sherds (1 Nottingham, 3 buff-bodied 
earthenware 7 unidentified earthenware, 42 creamware, 51 pearlware, 5 porcelain, 1 tin-glazed earthenware, 2 white salt-glazed stoneware, 1 brown salt-
glazed stoneware, 1 gray salt-glazed stoneware, 1 British brown stoneware, 119 glazed and unglazed redware, 76 whiteware, 4 unidentified), 146 animal bone 
fragments, 3 fish scales, and 157 oyster shells and shell fragments. There were 88 miscellaneous objects (2 pieces of unidentifiable melted glass, 81 
unidentified metal objects, 1 wood sample, 3 pieces of plastic, 1 unidentified brass ring). The 1 personal item retained was a plastic comb fragment. The 12 
tobacco-related items were all white clay pipe stem fragments. The 4 arms-related items included 2 pieces of English gunflint, 1 rimfire cartridge, and 1 piece 
of lead shot.

In all, 195 prehistoric artifacts were reported in the artifact inventory in Appendix 2 in the site report. There were 187 pieces of debitage (139 quartz, 1 rhyolite, 
30 chert, 15 quartzite, 2 sandstone). There were 7 chipped stone tools: 2 quartz bifaces, 1 quartz preform, 1chert scraper, 1 chert unidentified point fragment, 
1 quartz Rossville Late Archaic/Early Woodland point, and 1 rhyolite Late Woodland Levanna point. The 1 groundstone object was an ironstone ¾ grooved 
axe fragment. 

Perry Point 13 (18CE264) is a multicomponent site comprised of a late 18th to 20th century artifact scatter, and Late Archaic or Early Woodland and Late 
Woodland short-term camp occupations. Testing indicated that at least one structure may have been located in the southeast corner of the current garden by 
the late 18th or early 19th century and filled in a short time thereafter. Mid- to late 19th century fill was later deposited to the east, and in the 20th century, fill 
was deposited over both areas. Activities in the eastern half of the site may have represented food processing associated with the plantation. The historic 
component of the site is located within the Perry Point Manor and Mill Historical District and contributes to the significance of that district. The prehistoric 
component could contribute further data on the settlement patterns, subsistence strategies, and lithic technology of the Perry Point Peninsula. The site was 
determined to be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.


