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The Goldsboro Watershed Survey 17 Site (18CA81) represents Late Archaic and temporally undefined Woodland short-term camps, and late 19th-early 20th 
century artifact concentrations. The site is located in a large cultivated field northeast of Broadway Branch in Caroline County. In the middle of the site is a 
deep wetland feature called a Delmarva basin/bay, described as a depression with no surface outlet or apparent drainage that at almost all times contains 
some water. The main soil type at the site is Sassafras loam. 

Site 18CA81 was first located in 1982 during a pedestrian survey of the Goldsboro Watershed for the Soil Conservation Service, USDA. The study was 
conducted ahead of anticipated drainage improvements within the watershed. The goal of the investigation was to identify, map, evaluate, and interpret any 
cultural remains that might be impacted by the proposed channel construction. The survey area was divided into 18 loci. The site, whose boundaries were 
defined by landforms, was located within Locus 17. It was suggested that the site was a good location for a camp because animals that went to the basin for 
water could be easily hunted. Surface examination yielded 1 groundstone artifact (celt) and 1 sherd of prehistoric pottery. A soil map of the vicinity showed the 
location of a cemetery that had apparently been obliterated by plowing. The landowner pointed out the site but indicated that no markers had been found 
before it was cleared. It is unclear if the cemetery was included within the defined boundaries of 18CA81 and no further information on it was available. 

Phase II work was conducted at the site in mid 2002 ahead of construction of a proposed new residential development. The Corps of Engineers and the 
Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) were asked to comment on the impact of the proposed subdivision on the nearby wetlands. The MHT also required additional 
archeological investigation of site 18CA81 pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The goals of the Phase II study were to define the 
horizontal and vertical boundaries of the site, to determine the potential for finding buried intact prehistoric cultural deposits, and assess the site’s eligibility for 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places. The large agricultural field encompassing the site was divided into 3 areas (Fields 1-3). The fields were 
walked in parallel transects about 5-6 m apart. Non-diagnostic or commonplace objects were bagged as general surface collection within the 3 areas, isolated 
finds were noted by sequential number within a field, and noteworthy items or clusters of artifacts were given a sequential number separated from the general 
field number by a decimal. 

A concentration of late 19th-early 20th century artifacts (Locus 1) was identified at the northern end of Field 1. The concentration measured approximately 73 
x 34 meters. Nearly three quarters (or about 70) of the items recovered from the locus were bottle glass fragments. Amethyst glass and ironstone ceramic 
sherds were also recovered from the locus. Two loci were identified in Field 2. They were determined to form a continuous distribution, but they were 
separated on the basis that Locus 1 contained twice as many prehistoric artifacts as Locus 2. Field 2, Locus 1was the location of the 2 artifacts found during 
the 1982 survey. It was situated on a sand ridge south of the bay/basin and measured 67 X 91 meters. Numerous fire-cracked rocks (FCR) and lithics (n=58), 
as well as a prehistoric sherd, were found in Locus 1 along with several (n=19) historic artifacts (mostly brick fragments). Field 2, Locus 2 was located south of 
Locus 1 and measured approximately 134 x 46 meters. Artifacts collected during the pedestrian survey included lithic debitage and historic materials. Two loci 
were also identified in Field 3. Locus 1, which measured 80 x 40 m, consisted of 82 prehistoric artifacts including FCR, debitage, and lithic tools. Field 3, 
Locus 2 measured 35 x 21 meters and consisted of 58 historic artifacts, generally of a mid-late 19th century date. 

A total of 10 test units (TUs) measuring 1 m² were then placed in areas where artifact concentrations were identified during the surface collection. All 
excavated soil was screened through ¼” mesh. The plowzone layer measured up to 20 cm in thickness. It was removed and screened as one block. 
Subsequent soil was removed in 10 cm arbitrary levels. At total of 64 artifacts were recovered from the test units (52 prehistoric and 12 historic). Except for 13 
prehistoric artifacts, all material was recovered from the plowzone. No cultural features were identified as a result of the excavations. 

A total of 237 prehistoric artifacts were recovered from the site. There were 157 pieces of debitage and 2 cores. In all, 13 lithic tools were found including 3 
scrapers, 1early stage biface fragment, 1 biface, 1 possible graver, 2 Piney Island and 1 Brewerton side-notched Late Archaic points, and 4 unidentified point 
fragments. There were 10 other lithic items (3 hammerstones and 7 broken cobbles/pebbles). There were 52 FCR fragments. There were 3ceramic sherds, 2 
cord-marked and quartz tempered and 1 plain shell tempered. Analysis of the prehistoric artifacts suggested that the site was utilized as a procurement and 
food processing site that was occupied sporadically during the Late Archaic and Woodland periods. 

A total of 272 historic artifacts were recovered from the site. There were 23 activity items (21 field tile fragments and 2 fragments of battery rods). There were 
52 architectural items (42 brick fragments, 9 window glass shards, and 1 roofing slate piece). There were 189 kitchen-related items (94 bottle glass and jar 
fragments, 6 table glass fragments, 9 milk glass lid fragments, 1 clear glass jar lid piece, 2 milk glass fragments, 14 red-bodied earthenware sherds, 3 
pearlware sherd, 19 whiteware sherds, 8 ironstone sherds, 2 gray salt-glazed stoneware sherds, 1 Jackfield-like sherd, 2 Albany glazed stoneware sherds, 1 
buff-bodied sherd, 2 tinware fragments, 1 iron pot fragment, and 24 oyster shell fragments). There were 6 miscellaneous items (2 unidentified pieces of brass 
and 4 coal pieces). There were 2 tobacco items (white clay pipe stem fragments). Analysis of the historic artifacts, particularly the ceramics and glass, 
indicated a long duration of refuse disposal at the site. 

The Goldsboro Watershed Survey 17 site (18CA81) represents Late Archaic and temporally undefined Woodland short-term camps, and late 19th-early 20th 
century artifact concentrations. The assemblage was apparently mixed (probably through plowing activity) and was restricted to the plowzone. Given the 
nature of the materials and in the absence of features, it was concluded that 18CA81 was not eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. No 
further work was recommended for the site.


