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The Martinak Boat site (18CA54) consists of the remains of an 18th or 19th century vessel. The boat was discovered near the mouth of Watts Creek in 
Caroline County. The creek’s marshy-sided channel feeds into the Choptank River. Today, the creek is silted in and no longer navigable for even small boats. 
According to local lore, the creek once provided refuge for Captain Kidd, whose buried treasure has been sought in its banks. The extant wreck remains 
measure 17 m 34 cm from stern post to stem post, an estimated maximum beam amidships of 6 m 62 cm, an estimated depth of hold amidships of 1 m 45 
cm, and a length to beam ratio of 2.6:1. 

The Martinak boat was encountered during activities related to the construction of a boat ramp and bulwark wall within the Martinak State Park property 
(designated a state park in 1964). The boat’s stern was pulled out of the Watts Creek mud in 1964, and in January 1969 the longer forward portion of the 
wreck was recovered. When originally discovered, the wreck was heeled over to port as indicated by the amount of deterioration on the starboard frame ends 
relative to the port frame ends. The vessel was placed under a shelter for exhibition at the park for several years. The vessel site was visited in 1974. At that 
time it was determined that besides some minor wood warping, the vessel was in fairly good shape. Wood samples were collected for species determination 
and radiocarbon dating in 1988. The wood was found to be White Oak (Quercus alba); no record of the C14 dating has been found. In 1990, staff from the 
Maryland Maritime Archeology Program (MMAP) and volunteers from the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum (CBMM) completed 1:10 scale drawings of the 
keel and 1:1 scale drawings of the frames, keelson, and planks. A detailed report of the extant boat components can be found in the original report (2005). In 
1991, staff from MMAP and volunteers from the CBMM reconstructed the boat. In 2001, the wreck remains were moved to a newly constructed dedicated 
pavilion at Martinak State Park. 

Early interpretations of the wreck timbers claimed it was an example of a pungy, which was a type of boat generally accepted to have been built ca. 1840-
1920, perhaps as early as 1820. However, the closer and more detailed evaluation of the boat conducted in the 1990s suggested that the boat was built 
earlier than 1820 and possibly represented a link between the late 18th century shipbuilding tradition and the 19th century pungy. Characteristics of the bow 
and stern do not accurately represent those of the pungy vessel (the remains display less acute angles). The profile amidships of the wreck and the long rake 
of the stem post, are more reminiscent of a late 18th century sloop or schooner. Mast locations analogous to the Martinak boat (one in the stern and probably 
one in the forward area) can be found in many archeological examples of both 18th and 19th century vessel remains. No circular saw tool marks were 
identifiable on the timbers of the Martinak boat. This indicated a possible pre-1813 construction date. Furthermore, copper alloy spikes were used to fasten 
the planking on the vessel. This is a technique that has been identified archeologically to span a period of about 55 years in the 18th and 19th centuries, with 
a median date range in the late 1780s. The first recorded use of copper alloy spikes was in 1798 during construction of the Constitution. Likewise, 
archeologically excavated examples of vessels with copper alloy fishplates like those identified on the Martinak vessel date from the ca. 1759 to 1814. The 
presence of “royal” iron scarfing (patch repair), which was produced in Britain ca. 1820, and the thickness of the outer planking (1.5”) commonly used by 
English builders, both suggested the possibility that the ship was repaired in a British port and that the boat had a British affiliation rather than a vernacular 
one. However, the lack of associated artifacts makes it difficult to definitively assign a date of construction for the vessel. 

The Martinak Boat site (18CA54) consists of the remains of late 18th or early 19th century vessel. Given the mean dates for form (1794), construction features 
(1813), tool marks (pre-1813), and fasteners (1800), it is possible that the Martinak boat’s date range for use and/or construction was between 1794 and 1813. 
The latter date may be extended to 1814 or 1815 due to the span between the invention and local use of the circular saw. It is possible that major aspects of 
18th century shipbuilding and the birth of the pungy are overlapped within the Martinak boat design. Therefore, the wreck provides an opportunity to study how 
and why craft evolved from the colonial antecedent to its 19th century counterpart. The vessel is currently on display at Martinak State Park, near the Nature 
Exhibit.


