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Human remain(s)
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Depression/mound
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Other
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Radiocarbon Data:
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The John Feast Botanical Garden is an early-late 19th century botanical garden, hot house, and florist’s shop in downtown Baltimore, Maryland. The site is 
situated near the intersection of West Lexington Street and Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard. The landscape surrounding the site is heavily developed and the 
soils are intensely modified from their native state. Soils mapped for the area are classified as “Urban Land” meaning that 80% of the surface is covered either 
by buildings or by impervious surfaces such as asphalt or concrete.

In 1830, John Feast (a horticulturalist of English origin who had been in partnership with his brother Samuel at an establishment on Frederick Road) moved to 
295 West Lexington. There he sublet from Joseph Turner Jr. and boarded for 9 months with Mauldine Perine. The garden Feast established on the site was 
one of the largest and most varied then extant in the United States. Besides collecting plants, Feast bred new plants and imported plants and trees from 
abroad. In 1878 the American Farmer called him, “the sole remaining representative of the early days of floriculture, the father, indeed, of the plant trade”.

Feast eventually bought the 70 X 125 foot lot which he had sublet on Lexington adjacent to the Perine/Linton Pottery. In the 1866 tax roll, Feast’s complex 
consisted of storehouses and a stable in addition to the three storey brick building fronting on Lexington. An 1876 atlas of the area shows a hothouse on the 
property. In December of 1876, he deeded the property to the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore. In 1882 he moved his horticultural establishment to 
German Road. By the time of the first archeological investigation of Feast’s Botanical Garden in 1977, all of the buildings had been demolished and the site 
had been paved with asphalt for a parking lot.

The site was examined archeologically in 1977 prior to construction of City Boulevard (now Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard) in Baltimore. On the basis of 
documentary evidence that suggested three locations in the impact area might contain cultural resources of significance to the archeology of Baltimore City, 
the staff of the Interstate Division for Baltimore City Corridor Survey conducted preliminary examinations of each locale. Site 18BC21 was one of the locations 
investigated. The sites were evaluated for their potential significance and inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places.

Initial testing of the easternmost portion of the site, where the asphalt was somewhat broken up, revealed fill in the basement of the easternmost portion of 
what was once #291 West Lexington. The remainder of the excavation was conducted in backhoe trenches, where asphalt could be removed by machine. A 
backhoe cut into the front basement revealed that much of the foundation of Feast’s brick building had been destroyed when the buildings were demolished. 
The original soil, an orange-tan sand, was encountered 125 cm below the modern surface. The basement flooring proved to have been completely removed 
during demolition of the structure. Thus, no further testing was done in the front basements. A portion of the rear basement was exposed in another trench, 
where there was a series of basement floors without significant cultural remains.

The most productive areas of the site were situated to the north. One trench penetrated the front and rear basements of a house fronting on Pin Alley. The 
lowest basement level in the north end of this trench contained a thin dark layer in which fragments of redware were visible in the wall of the backhoe cut. A 
corresponding level was not located in the southern portion of the trench, however, a series of floors were also found there. 

The northwestern-most trench was located in a portion of the site where historic maps showed no structures. Below a trench for a narrow pipe leading toward 
Pin Alley were several layers representing old soil surfaces. These soil surfaces appear to represent sealed layers which might be expected to contain 
remains of Feast’s horticultural activities. Fragments of redware flowerpots were found in these layers.

Artifacts recovered during the 1977 excavations included 47 architectural items, 176 glass container fragments, 122 refined ceramic sherds, 203 stoneware 
and other utilitarian pottery sherds, 378 redware sherds, 60 food remains, 32 unidentified metal fragments, and 43 other objects.

It appears that demolition of the brick dwellings along Lexington destroyed any chance of finding in situ remains of Feast’s florist business or domestic 
activities in that part of the site. The lack of refuse in the basement layers at the rear of #291 West Lexington suggests that trash may not have been disposed 
of in the building. This is in contrast to rather abundant refuse in the trenches to the north. The Pin Alley buildings and the open area between them and the 
Lexington Street buildings seem to offer the only possibility of recovering remains attributable to Feast’s garden. The relatively high percentage of unglazed 
redware (i.e. flowerpot sherds), in fact the most frequent category of artifact recovered, is suggestive. However, nothing marked with Feast’s name was found, 
nor was anything datable precisely to the period of his occupancy recovered. 

Because material culture was encountered at 18BC21 that might be tied to Feast’s occupation, the original excavators recommended additional work at the 
site. It appears that the plans for the construction of City Boulevard (now Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard), as designed in 1977, were ultimately determined 
to have an insignificant impact on the sensitive areas of the site, and construction was allowed to proceed without further work. Much of the site is now paved 
as the Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, however, intact deposits may be preserved in unpaved parts of the site. Its current research potential is unknown.


