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The Mauldin Perine Pottery (18BC20) is an early-late 19th century industrial-scale pottery kiln in downtown Baltimore, Maryland. The site is situated near the 
intersection of West Lexington Street and Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard. The landscape surrounding the site is heavily developed and the soils are 
intensely modified from their native state. Soils mapped for the area are classified as “Urban Land” meaning that 80% of the surface is covered either by 
buildings or by impervious surfaces such as asphalt or concrete.

In the fall of 1827, Mauldine Perine, son of potter Peter Perine, opened a pottery (probably in a rented building) on the northwest corner of Lexington and Pine 
Streets. According to his account book, he spent $16.77 to outfit the pottery. Perine continued in business at that location for the next 20 years. Like other 
potteries in the city, the business had its ups and downs, but by 1840 Perine was prosperous enough to open a second pottery at Baltimore and Schroeder 
Streets. By 1844, Perine had taken into partnership William Linton, and English potter who had begun working for him in 1840. The partnership lasted until 
1848, at which time Perine took the Baltimore Street Pottery and Linton took over the Lexington Street Pottery. After Linton’s death in 1873, the pottery was 
managed by his son, William G. Linton, who had been in partnership with him earlier, as well as his widow Elizabeth. In the early 1880s the business was 
called the Maryland Pottery Company and was managed by William G. Linton and/or William H. Pope. The pottery disappeared from the directories after 1883.

The 1866 tax rolls list the value of the pottery buildings at $3,000, and the stock in trade at $200. The 44 X 125 ft lot was valued at $4,950. It is not clear 
whether Linton actually owned the lot and buildings. By 1869 they were owned by Clara A. Ross, and in 1873 she deeded them to William and Charles 
Markland, who owned them at the time to pottery ceased its operations.

Early records of the pottery, while scanty, are the only ones to be found. If Linton’s workbooks and accounts survived, they have not yet been located. Perine’s 
records are reasonably complete only after 1840 when he opened the new pottery at Baltimore and Schroeder. By then, he was making both stoneware and 
earthenware in the forms for both the kitchen, and other purposes (tiles, fire bricks, bedpans, spittoons, etc.). In addition, he had two specialties: flowerpots 
(some of which were ordered by the florist next door) and “cillinders” (a kind of stove-pipe liner made for the B&O Railroad. No records of Linton’s work have 
survived, with the exception of an advertisement in the Daily Express of July 18, 1861, listing as products of “the old established factory”: “stone, earthenware, 
fire and stove pipes”.

The structures on-site in 1885, when a detailed map of this portion of the city was produced, suggest that the structure at 287 West Lexington was the pottery 
building, while 289 West Lexington was the potter’s residence. Both are believed to have been extant before Perine opened his business. However, neither 
structure remained standing when the first archeological work was carried out at the site. 

The site was examined archeologically in 1977 prior to construction of City Boulevard (now Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard) in Baltimore. On the basis of 
documentary evidence that suggested three locations in the impact area might contain cultural resources of significance to the archeology of Baltimore City, 
the staff of the Interstate Division for Baltimore City Corridor Survey conducted preliminary examinations of each locale. Site 18BC20 was one of the locations 
investigated. The sites were evaluated for their potential significance and inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places.

The area of the Mauldin Perine Pottery in which the preliminary site examination was conducted was purchased by the city for the City Boulevard right-of-way 
in 1975. Before excavations began in 1977, it was discovered that approximately 30.5 cm (1 foot) of fill had been added to the site surface the previous year. 
Thus, surface collection was not attempted. Shovel testing disclosed that this fill rested on top of an earlier fill which was probably added at the time the 
buildings were torn down. These two layers covered the original soil surface to a depth of 45.7 to 61 cm (1.5 to 2 ft) over most of the site. Former 
basement/cellar areas, of course, had a much greater depth of fill. A backhoe was requested, but excavation continued by hand and shovel while waiting for 
the machine.

The initial testing and the first productive excavation units were in the form of 1 and 2 meter squares in a grid tied into a permanent city datum. These were 
later supplemented by excavation of one large backhoe trench along the rear of the potter’s residence and several smaller trenches elsewhere at the site. 
Because of time limitations, trenches cut by the backhoe were narrower than the trenches originally contemplated. These trenches were tied into the metric 
grid. The first cut revealed that in the northern portion of the site, near the alley, the fill layers were thin to non-existent. This trench also provided the largest 
sample of sherds and 75% of the material recovered from the site.

The most significant areas uncovered were a portion of the pottery building basement, a trench along the rear of the potter’s residence, and the first cut that 
went across the northern portion of the site (mentioned above).

The excavation unit that penetrated the basement of 287 West Lexington Street, revealed the basement/cellar area of the pottery workshop and sales room. 
The upper four layers in the unit represented fill from the demolition of the former house overlying the site. The few pieces of redware and single piece of 
stoneware recovered from this fill were the first indication of substantial remains at the site. At a depth of 115 cm below the modern ground surface, a partial 
brick floor was uncovered. Beneath this was a series of basement floors overlying the last use of the basement floor by the potter. The original basement floor 
was composed of large stones laid on top of orange and white sand layers. This was topped by a layer of dark grey clay which contained over 200 sherds, 
sagger fragments, and kiln furniture (lumps and twists of clay used in stacking pots in the kiln). Immediately below the stone flooring a few pieces of brick 
were found. Excavation to a depth of 55 cm below the floor revealed no further evidence of occupation. The excavation was closed when stream gravels were 
encountered 231.5 cm below the modern ground surface.

The southern end of the large mechanically excavated trench excavated along the rear of the potter’s residence at 289 West Lexington revealed a great 
number of sherds within Feature 1, a probable builder’s trench for the building. Both dark grey clay and some white and orange sand found in this feature 
appeared to have come from the pottery basement.

The northern end of the large mechanically excavated trench was the most productive portion of the site, but was also the most puzzling. Over 3,000 sherds of 
redware and stoneware were found in this .6 X 2 meter trench. On its east wall the backhoe barely missed a brick wall or footing, and at least 2 floors were 
revealed on other trench walls. The relationship between the wall, the floors, and the layers of sherds is not entirely clear because time limitations prevented 
expansion of the unit. Some dark grey clay was found among the sherds. This deposit is no thought to represent the remains of a kiln, as such large quantities 
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of pottery rejects would not be expected to occur on the floor of a kiln (except an abandoned one being used as a dump). The density of material in this area 
of the site warrants further investigation.

Although it is possible that the same dark grey clay occurred as flooring in other pottery buildings, the presence of small piece of the clay in the large 
mechanized trench is suggestive, particularly in view of the occurrence of orange and white sand in Feature 1. It may be that the pottery basement was 
cleaned out periodically and the rejects dumped in various areas of the property.

Four small trenches excavated at the site produced a few artifacts, with at least the potsherds and pipe fragments being referable to the period of the pottery’s 
operation. It is not, however, certain that they represent in situ material. They may have been pushed into these areas when the buildings were demolished 
and the lot was leveled. Fairly modern debris was found with the sherds. Excavation in these trenches was confined to the upper part of the original soil level 
and the dark, slightly greasy soil which overlay it below the fill.

In addition to these trenches and the initial investigate squares, backhoe cuts were made into the rear and front basements of the potter’s residence at 289 
West Lexington. In both cases cement floors which could not be penetrated were found, and these cuts were not worked further.

Artifacts recovered during the 1977 excavations included 51 architectural items, 16 glass container fragments, 22 refined ceramic sherds, 2674 stoneware 
and other utilitarian pottery sherds, 1469 redware sherds, 5 food remains, 40 unidentified metal fragments, and 25 other objects.

The test excavations provided a substantial sample of the wares manufactured at Site 18BC20 between 1827 and 1883. None of the material can be 
specifically dated. However, several sherds with William Linton’s name were found in the northern section of the large mechanized trench and must date to 
the period 1849-1867 (i.e. after the breakup of the Perine partnership and before son William G. Linton was taken into partnership. If the quantity of sherds 
recovered in this trench does represent a clearing out of the basement (see above), those in the 287 West Lexington basement would of course post-date 
these. No marking attributable to Perine, to “Perine and Linton”, to “Linton & Co.” or to “Maryland Pottery Co.” were found in any of the excavation units. 
However, the marked sherds represent a distinct minority of the sample and cannot be regarded as dating the entire sample to this narrower period of 1849-
1867.

Despite the size of the sample obtained, more extensive excavation of the site was determined to be warranted. More extensive use of power equipment was 
recommended. It appears that the plans for the construction of City Boulevard (now Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard), as designed in 1977, were ultimately 
determined to have an insignificant impact on the sensitive areas of the site, and construction was allowed to proceed without further work. Much of the site is 
now paved as the Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, however, intact deposits may be preserved in unpaved parts of the site. Its current research potential is 
unknown.


