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 Projectile Point Types
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Hardaway-Dalton

All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts
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Le Croy

Morrow Mntn

Guilford
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Dated features present at site

19th century rowhome and extension foundations
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Glass (all)
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Faunal material

Floral material

Misc.
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Cellar hole/cellar

Hearth/chimney
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Trash pit/dump
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Planting feature

Road/walkway

Depression/mound

Burial(s)

Railroad bed

Earthworks

Mill raceway

 Wheel pit

Unknown

Other

All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts

Radiocarbon Data:

Sample 1: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 2: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 3: +/- years BP Reliability
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Sample 7: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 8: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 9: +/- years BP Reliability

Additional radiocarbon results available
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The archeological site at 419 North High Street (18BC134) is a complex of 19th century rowhouse foundations north of the Inner Harbor in downtown 
Baltimore, Maryland. The site is situated within Baltimore’s Old Town area, immediately east of the Jones Falls Expressway (I-83). It sits within a triangular 
parcel located on the eastern side of High Street. Most of this triangular parcel was covered with asphalt and served as a parking area for the nearby Schwartz 
Hardware Company. The eastern portion of the parcel was, however, unpaved. The landscape surrounding the site is heavily developed and the soils are 
intensely modified from their native state. Soils mapped for the area are classified as “Urban Land” meaning that 80% of the surface is covered either by 
buildings or by impervious surfaces such as asphalt or concrete. 

Although historic documentation suggested that some development had occurred along High Street during the early 19th century, it apparently was sporadic. 
Most of the listed property owners along High Street were assessed for unimproved lots in 1806. However, by 1823, in common with development in much of 
the surrounding area, the eastern side of High Street was lined with properties owned by four individuals, one of whom had erected “sundry frame dwellings”. 
Through the remainder of the 19th century, the eastern side of High Street developed as a mixed residential, commercial, and light industrial zone that 
accommodated both dwellings and enterprises such as hauling firms, a coach factory, a pie bakery, and an agricultural machinery dealer.

The site was first investigated beginning in October of 1996 as part of a combined Phase I, II, and III archeological investigation undertaken at the site of a 
new Juvenile Justice Center in Baltimore, MD. The site of the (then) proposed Baltimore Juvenile Justice Center encompassed two heavily developed blocks 
which encompassed Site 18BC134. A total of eight archeological sites were the subject of the investigation at the Phase I/II level of inquiry. At 18BC134, 
investigations only rose to the Phase II level. These investigations were required under the terms of Section 83-B, Paragraphs 6-517 and 5-618, of the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, and pursuant to the terms of a Memorandum of Agreement concluded between the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) and the 
Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ).

 In order to locate sites, fieldwork initially employed the mechanical removal of overlying modern features or surfaces, followed by the excavation of 5 m long 
mechanized trenches to assess stratigraphy and site integrity of the underlying deposits. The size of trenches were sometimes altered to better delineate 
features and to accommodate conditions in the field. 

At 18BC134 removal of the overburden was done in a fairly irregular shape, but was placed in an area where historic maps depicted a typical two-storey 
Baltimore brick rowhouse. The maps also showed that the residence had several appendages on the rear and that a stable occupied the rear lot. After 1914, 
the parcel housed only a stable. Construction of the Orleans Street viaduct in 1934 truncated the rear yard of this property. Removal of approximately 12 cm 
of topsoil overburden exposed a complex of brick foundations associated with the two-storey rear additions to the dwelling at 419 High Street. Two 0.5 X 1 m 
test units were then laid out for manual excavation along these foundations.

Stratigraphy within the mechanically excavated area and manually excavated units was recorded on excavation unit sheets, utilizing standard pedological 
nomenclature and Munsell readings. Stratigraphy and features within each unit were also drawn in plan and profile (as appropriate) and were photographed in 
both black and white and color. To reduce the potential for Phase I sampling bias, a uniform 15-gallon volumetric sample was recovered from each 
mechanically excavated natural/cultural stratum. These soils were screened through hardware mesh and all cultural materials recovered from this procedure 
were retained for analysis.

One of the two test units was placed along a northern section of foundation to obtain a date of construction for the building through excavation of a builder’s 
trench. The other test unit was located adjacent to the abandoned rear loading dock of the Schwartz Company warehouse and was excavated to determine 
the potential age of the easternmost wall of the former dwelling. All soils removed from these units were screened. All cultural materials recovered during 
screening (or manual removal) were also retained. 

The artifacts recovered during excavation along the features produced mixed assemblages of 19th and 20th century materials. In the case of the unit adjacent 
o the loading dock, this appeared to be primarily 19th and 20th century fill materials. No inventory of these artifacts is provided in the full site report.

The excavations at 18BC134 reflected most clearly the recent history of the dwelling at 419 High Street. Stratigraphically, the deposits immediately around the 
foundation of the dwelling appeared to be intact. However, the rear of the house lot (where potentially intact features and deposits that could address issues of 
urban landscape, socio-economic status, and definition of activity areas might be present) had been truncated by the construction of the Orleans Street 
Viaduct. This action had impaired the integrity of the overall site, and had thus diminished its ability to provide insights into substantive questions about the 
historical development of this section of Baltimore. 

The research value of 18BC134 has been impaired significantly due to 20th century disturbances. The site should not be considered a significant 
archeological resource and future archeological work is not recommended here.


