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Shell midden

Postholes/molds
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Ossuary

Unknown

Other

Jasper

Chert

Rhyolite

Quartz

Quartzite

Fer quartzite

Chalcedony

Ironstone

Argilite

Steatite

Sandstone

Sil sandstone

European flint
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Dated features present at site

Early 20th century parking garage foundation
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The archeological site at 414 North High Street (18BC131) consists principally of deposits associated with an early 20th century parking garage north of the 
Inner Harbor in downtown Baltimore, Maryland. The site is situated within Baltimore’s Old Town area, immediately east of the Jones Falls Expressway (I-83). 
It sits on High Street amid a landscape of commercial parking lots and a combination of late 19th and 20th century buildings. The landscape surrounding the 
site is heavily developed and the soils are intensely modified from their native state. Soils mapped for the area are classified as “Urban Land” meaning that 
80% of the surface is covered either by buildings or by impervious surfaces such as asphalt or concrete. 

The High Street properties comprising this site originally were part of the holdings of Jacob Stansbury, a prominent Baltimore landowner and entrepreneur. 
Direct Federal tax records for 1798 indicated that at least one of Stansbury’s lots on High Street had been improved with a two-storey brick dwelling that had 
been rented to a Joseph Bignall. By 1812, when Stansbury’s estate was settled, at least two lots on High Street had been developed. Jacob Stansbury 
bequeathed to his brother William one brick house on a 24 X 100 ft lot, and willed to Elizabeth Edwars, his sister, a second property on High Street that 
included two rented brick dwellings occupied by John Stewart and Benjamin Solomon. Baltimore City tax records for 1823 confirmed that all three properties 
continued to be occupied by tenants.

By the late 19th century, most of Stansbury’s former High Street residences featured frame stables and possibly other structures in their rear yards. The two 
properties at 410 and 416 North High Street also accommodated small industrial commercial ventures. The dwellings remained in place until 1916, when a 
commercial garage, probably associated with the Rice Baking Company complex, replaced the former domestic/light industrial complexes. Subsequent 
removal of the garage structure was followed by paving of the area for use as a parking facility.

The site was first investigated beginning in October of 1996 as part of a combined Phase I, II, and III archeological investigation undertaken at the site of a 
new Juvenile Justice Center in Baltimore, MD. The site of the (then) proposed Baltimore Juvenile Justice Center encompassed two heavily developed blocks 
which encompassed Site 18BC131. A total of eight archeological sites were the subject of the investigation at the Phase I/II level of inquiry. At 18BC131, 
investigations only rose to the Phase II level. These investigations were required under the terms of Section 83-B, Paragraphs 6-517 and 5-618, of the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, and pursuant to the terms of a Memorandum of Agreement concluded between the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) and the 
Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ).

 In order to locate sites, fieldwork initially employed the mechanical removal of overlying modern features or surfaces, followed by the excavation of 5 m long 
mechanized trenches to assess stratigraphy and site integrity of the underlying deposits. The size of trenches were sometimes altered to better delineate 
features and to accommodate conditions in the field. The mechanized unit at 18BC 131 originally measured 2.35 X 6.32 m in extent and was placed to test for 
the presence of intact sub-surface deposits and features potentially associated with the rear yards of two or more 19th century, two-storey brick row houses 
that formerly fronted on the western side of High Street.

Stratigraphy within each mechanically excavated trench and manually excavated unit was recorded on excavation unit sheets, utilizing standard pedological 
nomenclature and Munsell readings. Stratigraphy and features within each unit were also drawn in plan and profile (as appropriate) and were photographed in 
both black and white and color. To reduce the potential for Phase I sampling bias, a uniform 15-gallon volumetric sample was recovered from each 
mechanically excavated natural/cultural stratum. These soils were screened through hardware mesh and all cultural materials recovered from this procedure 
were retained for analysis. A single test unit was then manually excavated around identified features and all soils were screened. All cultural materials 
recovered during screening (or manual removal) were also retained. A 50 cm X 50 cm “director’s window” was excavated when potential subsoil was 
encountered. It indicated that the subsoil was indeed culturally sterile.

Three features were exposed at varying depths of between 25 and 93 cm below datum. Feature 1-01 appeared to be the corner of a rectangular 2-course 
brick foundation containing a fill of sandy loam and brick rubble. Feature 1-02 appeared to be an associated builder’s trench. Feature 1-03 consisted of 
portions of one or more poured concrete pads with vestiges of intact wooden forms. 

Although the structural remains exposed by excavation appeared to be intact, artifact assemblages reveal that they clearly represented the early-mid 20th 
century development of this section of the project area. It is probable that the exposed features represent part of the commercial garage constructed at this 
location ca. 1916. The fill generated during demolition of the structure contained a mixture of materials associated with the building itself and domestic 
artifacts related to earlier 19th century occupation of the property. Both the artifact assemblage and the exposed features largely reflect the commercial rather 
than the domestic occupation of this area.

Artifacts included 1 piece of window glass, 5 nails, 9 sherds (including pearlware and alkaline-glazed stoneware), 5 pieces of kitchen/bottle glass, and 3 
pieces of unidentified metal.

The small size (23 artifacts), the temporally mixed nature, and relatively recent date of deposit for the assemblage from Site 18BC131 presented limited data 
in terms of providing important information concerning the historic development of this area. The site is not significant and no further archeological 
investigations are recommended.


