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The Ridge Site (18BA465) is comprised of a short-term resource procurement camp and several lithic scatter concentrations. The site is tentatively dated to 
the Middle or Late Archaic period and the Late Archaic or Early Woodland period based on the recovery of two diagnostic artifacts. It is situated on a long 
upland ridge located between two tributary stream of the Gunpowder River northwest of White Marsh in Baltimore County. At one time a Girl Scout camp was 
located on the ridge. Above ground remains of a large pavilion and subsurface concrete vaults of two other small structures were presumed to date to that 
period. The site size is estimated to be 198 meters long by 61 meters wide. It falls principally within the well-drained Manor loam soil series and includes a 
small strip of Legore silt loams along the eastern slope base. Soils along the ridge appear to be relatively undisturbed natural profiles.
The site was initially identified in 1998 during the Phase I investigation along a proposed sewer alignment tract between White Marsh and Perry Hall. The 
proposed alignment consisted of 4.82 km (3 miles) of new sewer line. The anticipated subsurface impact included a 6.096 meters (20 ft) sewer bed flanked by 
two 4.572 meters (15 ft) areas of additional disturbance. This project was subject to wetlands permits from the Army Corps of Engineers. Goals of the project 
were to determine what cultural resources were present within the sewer alignment and to assess any potential adverse effects to those cultural resources 
present under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The project area was divided in 13 sections (Section 1 to Section 13), encompassing a 
total of 7.7 hectares of land, and each section (or leg) was assigned individual alphabetic transect names moving from south to north. The Ridge Site 
(18BA465) was located near the southern edge of Section Seven and identified through the excavation of an estimated 25 shovel test pits (STPs) (the exact 
number of STPs was not stated in the text and 25 was estimated from the site map). All STPs were excavated by natural stratigraphy 10 cm into subsoil, all 
soils were screened and all artifacts were retained.

Within the tested portion of the site, 3 or 4 possible artifact concentrations were tentatively identified. Locus One, located at the southernmost portion of the 
site, was identified through the excavation of 4 STPs. It was a small, low-density area that was thought to possibly represent an early stage reduction locale. 
The assemblage mainly consisted of primary flakes. Locus Two was located near the top of the slope leading to the ridge spine. It encompassed 3 STPs and 
was defined as a small, high-density area with a strong peak and sharp drop-off in density. It was suggested that the artifact assemblage might have 
represented a lithic production area used for secondary stages of lithic reduction from prepared cores. The materials included shatter, primary and secondary 
flakes. Locus Three was the largest and densest of the concentrations. It was identified through the excavation of 11 STPs about 45 meters north of Locus 
Two. The assemblage included cortical and non-cortical shatter and flakes. Based on the nature of the material it was suggested that Locus Three may have 
been the site of early stage lithic reduction, similar to Locus One. Locus Four was a small, low-density area at the northern edge of the site that was identified 
through the excavation of 2 STPs. Only 5 lithic artifacts were recovered from this area so no functional interpretation was suggested.

A total of 65 prehistoric artifacts were collected during the Phase I testing as listed in the Artifact Inventory. These were all quartz chunks, shatter, and flakes, 
except for 1 flake which was quartzite. Several artifacts were surface collected from the rootball of a treefall on the western edge of the ridge; however, the 
totals were not cited in the text of the original report nor were they listed in the Artifact Inventory. Only 3 of the flakes appeared to have been utilized, and all of 
those were collected from the western edge surface collection. No diagnostic artifacts were recovered therefore the site could not be assigned to a specific 
chronological period.

Two historic artifacts were also collected from the site during the Phase I. These included 1 iron spring (recorded as an activity item in the table above) and 
one .32 caliber bullet recovered from Transect BB. Due to the extremely limited finds, no interpretation of the historic component was possible.

Archival research was conducted as part of the Phase I survey. At that time, research revealed that 12 prehistoric sites had previously been located within 3.2 
km (2 miles) of the site area. A quick review of the available mapped data at the Maryland Historical Trust suggested that this number of sites has not 
significantly changed since the late 1990s. Only 3 of those had functional interpretations (one possible village site located on a river shore, one probable base 
camp and one processing station, both located on hillslopes). The earliest known occupation recorded was the Middle Archaic period. One site was dated to 
the Late Archaic period, 3 sites included both Archaic and Woodland components, and the remaining site dated to unspecified prehistoric periods. It was 
noted that smaller lithic scatters appeared to be more prevalent in terrace and flat settings. 

Results of the Phase I survey suggested that the Ridge Site encompassed different activity areas over space or that perhaps over time the site area was 
revisited. It was thought to show good potential for providing information about extractive activities at the location, away from major base camps. It was 
recommended that if the site could not be avoided, Phase II archeological testing should be conducted to determine if the site is eligible for listing to the 
National Register of Historic Places.

In order to ensure that the entire impact corridor was tested during the Phase II study, an estimated corridor of 19.81 meters (65 ft) was used rather than the 
precise 15.24 meter (50 ft) corridor used for the construction plans. The purpose of the Phase II archeological testing was to determine the significance of the 
site in terms of its eligibility for listing to the National Register of Historic Places. In order to accomplish that task, the boundaries of the site needed to be 
determined, the horizontal and vertical integrity of the site was investigated, and data was collected and analyzed in order to determine the research potential 
of the site.

During the Phase II testing, 0.7 hectares (1.75 acres) at 18BA465 was examined. An additional 53 STPs were excavated at 10 meter intervals in order to 
determine site boundaries, and eight 1 m² test units (TUs) were excavated. A single grid orientation was established in order to provide uniform distribution 
information. The grid extended across the entire ridge surface to determine the site boundaries. This Phase I grid orientation was used as it adequately 
addressed distribution and boundary questions. It was established using the only Phase I markers still remaining at the time of the Phase II fieldwork. STPs 
were excavated by natural strata 10 cm into sterile subsoil and all excavated soils were screened through 0.635 (¼ in) hardware mesh. TUs were excavated in 
10 cm arbitrary levels within the natural strata and 10 cm into sterile subsoil. A 10 cm half unit window was excavated and soils from the windows were subject 
to a 25% screening sample. The excavators used the term ‘stratum’ to refer to site-wide soil deposits as defined by reconstruction across STP profiles and 
reference to the soil survey, ‘layer’ when describing soil changes within a specific provenience, especially a TU, and ‘level’ when describing the arbitrary 10 cm 
distinction within layers. All observed soil anomalies were bisected and if determined to be a cultural feature, were profiled and the remaining portion was 
excavated.

During the site testing, one area of localized infilling was encountered. Additionally, the immediate areas surrounding the pavilion and latrine structures had 
disturbed soils with evidence of infilling above the natural soils. Generally, four soil strata were identified. Stratum 1 was composed of humic material and silty 
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clay loam that varied from 5-26 cm in depth. The stratum was artifact-rich, yielding both prehistoric and historic materials. Stratum 2 was a silty clay soil 
identified across the site except in 2 small areas at the sites northern and the southern extents. Although a few historic artifacts were collected from this 
stratum, the majority of the prehistoric materials were collected from Stratum 2. Stratum 3 consisted of two soil types, primarily sandy clay loam with loamy 
clay soils in more restricted areas. Both soil matrixes were mixed with large quantities of water-worn cobbles. Only prehistoric artifacts were recovered from 
Stratum 3 including a possible Bare Island point. Stratum 4 was subsoil, which was mainly sterile with the exception of a few pieces of debitage.

Feature 1 was located near the western edge of the ridge. It was identified as two distinct soil types within STP N-130 W-65. At ca. 14 cm below ground level, 
the western half of the unit contained light olive brown silty clay with cobbles, while the eastern half consisted of light olive brown silty clay mixed with brown 
and white silty clay soils. One wire nail and 1 quartz flake were recovered from this level. The STP was halted and the feature was left intact. Feature 4 was 
described as a small cluster of overlapping water-worn quartz cobbles in the northern half of Levels 2b and 2c in TU 7. No interpretation was offered for this 
‘feature’ and the cobbles appeared to be no different from the concentrations frequently encountered at similar depths across the site. No artifacts were 
recovered from the area around the rock cluster. No other cultural features were found at the site.

Based on the artifact distribution analysis, the loci identified from the Phase I investigations were not borne out by the Phase II testing. Each stratum exhibited 
different horizontal distribution patterns. All of the modern historic artifacts were recovered from the northern edge of the ridge and all primarily within Stratum 
1. Only a 1954 penny was not found on the ridge. With regards to the prehistoric artifacts, Stratum 1 produced the widest variety of lithic artifact types. Five 
distinct areas with artifact concentrations were noted across the site within Stratum 1. Several of the STPs excavated in the area of Concentration 5, located 
in the southern portion of the site, appeared to contain recent infilling. Artifacts from those STPs were not included in the final site assemblage analysis. The 
site excavators suggested that based on the prehistoric assemblage, Concentrations 1-4 represented early stage production locales and Concentration 5 
represented possible tool production and/or use. 

An area of dense artifact concentration was identified within Stratum 2 between the upper and lower terraces of the ridge. Unlike Stratum 1, the assemblage 
from Stratum 2 in the southern section of the ridge (the lower terrace) yielded few artifacts. Only 3 prehistoric artifact types were identified in the Stratum 2 
assemblage. Four distinct artifact concentrations were identified in Stratum 2. The artifact assemblages from all the concentrations suggested these were loci 
of lithic reduction, possibly early reduction processes. The presence of a quartz Lamoka, or possibly a Brewerton, point in the Stratum 2 assemblage 
suggested use of the site sometime during the Middle or Late Archaic period.

Stratum 3 revealed small isolated pockets of artifacts across the ridge, several of which were previously identified as a dense concentration on the northern 
edge of the ridge. Two small pockets were found in the area between the upper and lower terraces of the ridge, and another small concentration was located 
on the lower terrace of the ridge. As with Stratum 2, the third stratum prehistoric assemblage consisted of 3 artifact types. Three distinct artifact 
concentrations were identified in Stratum 3, one in the northern portion of the site and 2 in the southern portion of the site. One of the southern concentrations, 
Concentration 3, was located in an area that consisted of artifact concentrations in Strata 1 and 2. Materials recovered from TU 5 made up the assemblage 
from this concentration. The only rhyolite objects recovered from the site were from Stratum 3. Formal and expedient tools were recovered from the 
concentration which suggested that activities other than lithic reduction may have been occurring in the location. It was suggested that this represented a 
small, or individual, campsite. A Bare Island point was recovered from Stratum 3 indicated use of the area during the Late Archaic or Early Woodland period.

A total of 436 prehistoric artifacts collected from undisturbed contexts were analyzed from the site. There were 418 pieces of debitage in the assemblage 
(quartz, 3 quartzite, 2 rhyolite). A total of 6 quartz cores were found. Tools included 1 rhyolite blade, 1 quartz uniface, 3 quartz bifaces, 1 rhyolite biface, 1 
possible quartz Bare Island point, and 1 possible quartz Lamoka or Brewerton point (recorded as Brewerton point in the table above). Four fire-cracked rocks 
were also collected.

A total of 154 modern and historic artifacts were also collected from the site. There were 3 activity items (1 piece of chimney lamp glass, 1 rubber band, and 1 
metal stake). A total of 13 architectural items were found (1 wire nail, 1 screw, 5 pieces of tar paper, and 6 shingle fragments).  The clothing group included 
only 1 iron button. A total of 135 miscellaneous objects were retained (130 pieces of charcoal, 1 piece of Styrofoam, 1 piece of wire, 1 coal fragment, 1 
aluminum tube, and 1 piece of plastic). There was 1 personal item, a wheat penny, and 1 arms-related item, a shotgun shell part. It appears that the majority 
of the materials were recovered from Level 1, although charcoal was found in all excavated levels of TU 4, and charcoal and a few other artifacts were found 
in Layer 2 across the site. No interpretation of the historic material was provided by the excavators.

The Ridge Site (18BA465) represents a short-term resource procurement camp and several isolated lithic scatters. Use of the site has been tentatively dated 
to the Middle or Late Archaic period based on the recovery of a Lamoka or Brewerton point and to the Late Archaic or Early Woodland period based on the 
recovery of a Bare Island point. During Phase I investigations, it was postulated that this was a single component site with localized activity clusters. During 
the Phase II testing, it was realized that site use involved repetitive short-term occupation of the ridge over a long period of time. Analysis indicated that the 
site was actually composed of 12 distinct artifact concentrations within 3 well-defined strata. Given that the artifacts between strata did not contain 
distinguishing components, and that the cultural material present at the site was found throughout all strata, it was not possible to determine if all of the artifact 
concentrations within a single stratum represented an individual event and were associated with one another, or if they reflected unrelated intermittent use of 
the ridge over a long period of time. Archeological investigations indicated that the Ridge site retains a high degree of integrity. The best preserved portions of 
the site were located outside the impact corridor. The proposed impact area represented a small portion of the total site area (roughly 13%) that is not integral 
to the site’s further study and interpretation. The site was determined to not be eligible for listing to the National Register because of the small quantity of 
temporally diagnostic materials and thus, the lack of demonstrated research potential. Therefore, no further work was recommended at the site.
A total of six test units, all measuring 1 x 1 meter were excavated during the archaeological evaluation of the Ridge Site (18 BA 465) and Roger's Camp Site 
(18 BA 502); 5 of the 6 were placed in the Ridge Site. 

Test Unit 1 was excavated within the southern portion of the Ridge Site near the Girl Scout pavilion and Hopkins' Test Unit 5. Hopkins had recovered a large 
quantity of lithic debris from this unit and the surrounding shovel test units. The first stratum, Layer 1A, consisted of a very dark gray (10 YR 3/1) loam which 
reached a depth of 11 cm. Small amounts of charcoal and fire cracked rock, likely related to the Girl Scout occupation of the area were noted in this layer. 
This debitage consisted of quartz primary and secondary flakes along with some shatter. The second stratum, Layer 2, was divided into two arbitrary levels. 
The first, Layer 2A, consisted of a dark yellowish brown (10 YR 3/ 4) sandy clay which reached a depth of 19 cm. Artifacts recovered from this layer included 
quartz primary and secondary flakes, rhyolite secondary flakes, and a quartz biface. The second arbitrary level within Layer 2, Layer 2B, consisted of a dark 
yellowish brown (10 YR 3/ 4) sandy clay with weak red ( 10 R 5/3) mottles with heavy root disturbance which reached an average depth of 31 cm. The 
heaviest concentration of artifacts was recovered from this layer. These artifacts included quartz primary and secondary flakes and shatter, rhyolite primary 
and secondary flakes and a rhyolite point tip. In addition, four quartz bifaces were recovered from this layer. The third stratum, Layer 3, consisted of an olive 
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yellow (2.5 Y 6/6) silty loam. There were small amounts of charcoal and fire cracked rock throughout the level with a 60 percent concentration of gravel. A 
number of quartz and rhyolite flakes were recovered but the relative concentration of artifacts decreased with depth. The final stratum, Layer 4A, consisted of 
a strong brown (7.5 YR 5/6) clay subsoil which reached a depth of 40 cm. A few quart flakes were recovered from the interface between Layers 3 and 4.

Test Unit 2 was located on a slope on the center of the ridge within the Ridge Site as defined by Hopkins. The first stratum, Layer 1A, consisted of a dark 
brown (7.5 Y 3/2) loam which reached a depth of 16 cm. Two fragments of quartz shatter and a possible quartz biface were recovered from this layer. The 
second stratum, Layer 2, was excavated as two arbitrary levels. Layer 2A, which reached a depth of 31 cm, consisted of a brown (10 YR 5/4) silty loam with a 
40 percent cobble concentration. Layer 28 exhibited a higher gravel concentration (60 percent) within an identical soil matrix. Root disturbance within this layer 
was severe and excavation proceeded in only the southern one half of the unit to a depth of 46 cm. No artifacts were recovered from Layer 2. The third 
stratum, Layer 3, consisted of a light olive brown (2.5 Y 5/4) sandy clay loam which reached a depth of 51 cm. A single fragment of quartz shatter was 
recovered from this layer. Layer 4 consisted of a reddish yellow (7.5 YR 6/8) sand which reached a depth of 62 cm. This layer appeared to be colluvial wash. 
No artifacts were recovered.

Test Unit 3 was located at the top of the ridge within the previously defined Ridge Site in a lightly wooded area. Honeygo Run was located on its west side. 
Layer 1 consisted of the root mat and humus within a matrix of black (7.5 YR 2/5) loam to a depth of 5 cm. No artifacts were recovered from this layer. The 
second stratum, Layer 2, consisted of a narrow band of brown (10 YR 5/3) sandy loam which reached a depth of 8 cm. A small number of quartz flakes were 
recovered from this layer. The third stratum, Layer 3, was excavated as two arbitrary levels. Level 3A consisted of a light olive brown (2.5 Y 5/4) sandy clay 
loam with gravel which reached a depth of 18 cm. The gravel concentration increased with depth. Decaying wood was identified in the northeast corner of the 
unit. No artifacts recovered from this layer. Level 3B consisted of a yellowish brown (10 YR 5/6) sandy clay loam with large quantities of quartz and ironstone 
which reached a depth of 28 cm. As excavation proceeded a thin gray stain with charcoal flecking appeared in the east end of the unit. Bisection revealed that 
it went down only 2 cm and it was
determined that the stain was due to bioturbation. A single quartz flake was recovered near the base of this level. Layer 4 consisted of a light yellowish brown 
(10 YR 6/4) clay subsoil which was excavated to a depth of 38 cm. No artifacts were recovered from this layer.

Test Unit 4 was located at the bottom of the ridge five meters from the southwest corner of Test Unit 1 in a lightly wooded area. Layer A was excavated as two 
arbitrary levels. Both levels consisted of brown (10 YR 5/3) sandy loam. Two quartz flakes and six fragments of quartz shatter were recovered from Level 1A. 
Level 1 B was a transition layer between Layer 1 and Layer 2 and reached 18 cm. The west side of the unit contained a charred root stain. A possible 
quartzite blank and three quartz flakes were recovered from this level. Layer 2 consisted of a yellowish brown (10 YR 5/6) wet sandy clay with a 50 percent 
gravel concentration which reached a depth of 28 cm. A single fragment of quartz shatter and a fire cracked rock were recovered from this level. Layer 3 
consisted of a light gray (10 YR 7/1) very hard clay subsoil which reached a depth of 34 cm. No artifacts were recovered from this layer.

Test Unit 5 was located on the east side of the top of the ridge on a slight slope in a lightly wooded area. Layer 1 was excavated in two arbitrary levels. Level 1 
A consisted of a root mat and a very dark brown ( 10 YR 2/2) loam which reached a depth of 18 cm. Artifacts consisted of quartz flakes, quartz shatter, and 
fire cracked rock. Level 1 B exhibited a slight color and texture change from Level 1 A. It consisted of a dark grayish brown (10 YR 4/2) sandy loam. Artifacts 
recovered from this level consisted of a single quartz primary flake and a single piece of quartz shatter. Layer 2 consisted of a light yellowish brown (2.5 Y 6/4) 
clay subsoil with a 30 percent gravel concentration. No artifacts were recovered from this layer.

Test Units 1 and 4 were excavated within the southern portion of the Ridge Site near the Girl Scout pavilion to the south of the original 50-foot survey corridor. 
Both test units produced a number of prehistoric lithic artifacts and both exhibited some degree of differential artifact density associated with depth. Test Unit 
2 was located on a slope on the center of the ridge within the Ridge Site. Several quartz artifacts, a possible tool and two fragments of shatter were recovered 
from the upper layers of the unit. Beneath these layers a thin layer of sandy colluvial wash was identified. Thus, the integrity of location of artifacts within this 
portion of the site is highly questionable. Test Units 3 and 5 were located at the top of the ridge within the Ridge Site. Artifacts concentrations in this portion of 
the site was extremely light with one and 10 artifacts respectively.

The Phase II archaeological evaluation of the previously defined Ridge Site revealed a very light artifact density in the upper portion of the site, disturbance by 
way of colluvial wash in the central, more sloped portion of the site, and a relatively high artifact concentration in the lower portion of the site. It is postulated 
that the high density of artifacts in the lower portion of the site may be related to the same colluvial wash exhibited in Test Unit 2. Thus, large portions of the 
site may have been redeposited from the upper portion of the site.

The Phase II archaeological evaluation of portions of the Ridge Site (18 BA 465) outside the original proposed interceptor alignment corridor indicated that 
artifacts within the site had likely been subjected to redeposition through colluvial wash thereby altering the integrity of the site. Based on these investigations 
the site is not recommended eligible for listing on the NRHP and no further archaeological investigation is recommended.


