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The Martin Street Site, or Brice House Property (18AP85) is the location of a late 18th-late 19th century garden terrace as well as some late 19th century 
rowhouses in the downtown area of Annapolis, Maryland. The site is situated on Martin Street adjacent to the Paca House and Gardens, a colonial-era home 
and National Historic Landmark, restored and managed by the Historic Annapolis Foundation. The House is open to the public and managed as an 
interpretive center of 18th century life. The rest of the surrounding landscape of the Martin Street Site is heavily developed as an urban area. Soils at the site 
are Collington and Wist sandy loams as well as some human transported soils.

The earliest records related to the site location date from around 1713-1718. They show that this area consisted of two lots, one (Lot #94) owned by Captain 
John Brice before 1713, and the other (Lot #103) changing hands several times before it too was acquired by the Brice family by 1755. In a 1713 deed, James 
Carroll sold Lot# 103 to a Captain John Reas for 20 Pounds Sterling. A 100 foot square section in the western part of the lot, upon which a frame house was 
situated, was not included n the sale and was retained by Carroll. In 1715, when Captain John Reas died he left his L-shaped portion of the lot to his brother, 
William Philip Reas. Along with a frame house in which a woman named “Katherine” had been living. In October of 1715 Katherine, having moved from the 
house, William sold the L-shaped section of Lot #103 with its frame house, outbuildings, and improvements to Amos Garrett for 16 Pounds Sterling.

In 1726, James Carroll sold his 100 foot square section of Lot #103 to Henry Donaldson. Shortly thereafter, Donaldson constructed a frame mansion house 
and kitchen on the property while making other improvements as well. However, in 1734, Donaldson sold the 100 foot square section of Lot #103 to James 
Russell of Prince George’s County for 205 Pounds. In April of 1735, James Russell would acquire the L-shaped portion of Lot #103 for 45 Pounds from the 
heirs and administrators of Amos Garrett’s estate, thus re-uniting the parcels.

Sometime after April, 1735, James Russell relinquished his rights of ownership over all of Lot #103 to Alexander Black, a London merchant, for Sixty Pounds. 
Included in the deed were the Mansion House, kitchen, and improvements that had been added to the 100 foot square section of the lot by Henry Donaldson 
between 1726 and 1734. In May of 1737, John Brice, Jr. (the son of the Late Captain John Brice) and Henry Donaldson entered in chancery court a charge of 
trespassing against Mr. Black, owner of Lot #103. A sheriff and his deputy indicated that the frame mansion house and kitchen owned by Black extended 19 
feet into John Brice’s adjoining lot. Alexander’s Black’s testimony in the case reveals that the dispute involved the buildings erected by Henry Donaldson 
himself (the former owner and now plaintiff against Black). Unfortunately for Black, the court ruled in favor of Brice and Donaldson.

In December of 1754, John Brice, Jr. purchased Lot #103 for the sum of 30 Pounds from Alexander Black. A 1753 advertisement suggests that a fire had 
occurred at the property in the intervening years. The advertisement reads: “Lot of Ground No. 103, situated on King George’s Street, in Annapolis, belonging 
to Mr. Black, of London, Merchant, where Mr. Senhouse was lately burnt out, offered for sale.” By 1755, John Brice Jr. owned both Lot #94 (inherited from his 
father) and Lot #103.

The standing structure known as the “Brice House” (AA-485) was constructed on the property between 1767 and 1770 by John Brice’s son James. The 
construction of this large Georgian mansion was set back by a fire which consumed a stable containing most of the construction materials for the building in 
1768. The first definite reference to the completion of the Brice House comes on the early part of 1773, when a news article in the Maryland Gazette dated 
March 4, 1773, mentions, “the newly completed Brice House on East Street” (i.e. on Lot #94). 

This house remained the home of James F. Brice until his death in 1802, at which time his estate was left in the trust of his widow, Juliana J. Brice, as sole 
guardian of the Brice children: Thomas J., John, James F., and Ann C. However, Nicholas Brice, a nephew, assumed the task of administering the estate. A 
Federal Direct Tax shows that the Brice property consisted of the brick dwelling, 2 brick wings, a brick kitchen, a house and stable, another house, and 2 
acres. Other documents attest to the interior layout of the Brice House as well as the items, goods, and chattels in each room of the house belonging to the 
estate.

Lots #94 and #103 (as well as other Brice properties) remained under the joint ownership of James Brice’s children until June 7th, 1840, when 4 heirs agreed 
on how to partition the properties. The Brice House and Lots #94 and #103 went to Ann C. Brice and James F. Brice as “tenants in common”. The other heirs 
received plots that are off-site. Sometime before November 27, 1852, James F. Brice died intestate. Following his death, the property would be inherited 
jointly by his widow and nephews. The records from November 27th indicate that the nephews (and their wives) were transferring their share of the property to 
Ann C. Brice, so that by the end of 1854 Lots #94 and #103 were owned by James’ sister Ann and his widow, Mary A. Brice. Controlling interest in both lots 
would eventually pass solely to Thomas J. Brice.

In 1869, Thomas J. Brice died and in his will he left both properties to his two nephews, Nicholas Carroll Stephen and Charles H. Stephen. The Stephen 
brothers owned the land for a period of 5 years at the end of which it ceased to belong to Brice heirs.

On November 26, 1873, the Stephen brothers and their wives conveyed the lots and the “Brice House” to the trustees for one Thomas E. Martin, the son of 
deceased William Martin of Annapolis.  In William Martin’s will he gives full power to these trustees to, “to sell any and all of the stocks and 
securities…bequeathed to them in trust and to invest the proceeds of such sales…”. The purchase of Lots #94 and #103 were seen as investments and in 
subsequent years, portions of the lots would be sold off to be used for various purposes. An early 10th century real estate case reveals that several townhome 
plots were laid out and houses were constructed on the new parcels, along with modern-day Martin Street, which was built in 1896. The court equity cases 
further sub-divided the property amongst the heirs of Thomas E. Martin.

The first documented archeological work conducted at the Martin Street Site (18AP85) occurred in 1969. In the preceding year, the Maryland Historical Trust 
had put forth plans to build a reception center for the nearby Paca House and Gardens on recently-acquired State-owned land (a portion of the former Brice 
House property). MHT was aware of the strong possibility that garden remains or outbuildings related to the nearby Brice House might be present in the 
vicinity of the planned center (and also would be similar to those associated with the Paca House). The Maryland Historical Trust was, thus, faced with both a 
need for a reception center for the Paca House and Garden and a responsibility to preserve and not destroy possible archeological remains of historical 
significance.

Before the actual excavations began, a macadam-surfaced parking lot had to be removed using a front-end loader. Following the removal of the parking lot 
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surface, excavations were carried out in this area by pick and shovel and later deepened by backhoe within three exploratory trenches of varying sizes. 
Excavations were also carried out in an area to the northeast of the macadam parking lot in four exploratory trenches. In this area, a large deposit of late 19th 
century rubble was discovered which was left from the destruction of several 19th century townhouses along Martin Street. This necessitated excavation with 
a backhoe to remove the rubble. One wall profile along the long axis of each of these 7 trenches was cleaned, recorded, and stratigraphically analyzed. 
Ultimately, no structures were uncovered, so photographs were not taken of the cleaned profile walls, but detailed drawings were made. 

A strata bearing cultural remains of the 1775-1875 period was encountered, but revealed only a scattering of artifacts. The 1775-1875 strata was either 
severely disturbed/destroyed or non-existent in the vicinity of the macadam parking lot. The four trenches to the northeast revealed less disturbed deposits, 
preserved beneath the aforementioned late 19th century rubble. 

Artifacts recovered from this strata included 14 architectural artifacts, 1 clothing item (an 18th – early 19th century brass pin), 44 kitchen-related artifacts, 2 
tobacco-related artifacts (pipe stems dating from 1775-1800), and 2 miscellaneous objects (unidentified glass). The architectural artifacts were at least 2 
pieces of mortar, 4 window glass fragments, 6 wood fragments, a handmade nail, and 1 unidentified nail. The kitchen-related artifacts were 33 ceramic sherds 
(1 creamware, 6 pearlware, 1 18th-19th century earthenware sherd, 5 miscellaneous earthenware, 1 delftware, 3 miscellaneous stoneware, 7 ironstone, 1 
semi-porcelain, and 8 unidentified ceramics), and 11 pieces of glass (4 table glass, 3 blow bottle fragments, and 4 pieces of dark green bottle glass).

The Martin Street property excavations were completed without exposing or suggesting the location of the ruins of any 18th or early 19th century buildings. 
However, a dark green-brown, mottled clay loam lens containing a scattering of 18th century cultural material was encountered. Historical documents indicate 
the presence of several structures (pre-Brice family ownership) not detected during the 1969 excavations. Again, a woman named Katherine resided on the 
lot, as well as did James Carroll and a man named Henry Donaldson. The historical data suggests that several outbuildings were also present. Part of the 100 
foot square section of Lot #103 is now situated under Martine Street and a standing structure, explaining some of the lack of features. But a more systematic 
survey of the property may identify such structures elsewhere on the Brice property. The presence of the intact 18th century strata suggests that the site does 
have the potential to yield intact remains.

The stratigraphic picture obtained in two of the northeastern trenches suggests the elevations, rises and dimensions of artificial terraces and falls similar to 
those at the nearby Paca Garden location. Erosion deposits uncovered at the base of one such artificial slope, suggest activities relating to a vegetable 
garden rather than a formal garden. A supporting theory against the existence of a formal, landscaped garden at the Brice property is based on the 
construction of the Brice House prior to the laying out and enclosing of the Paca Garden as well as its proximity to the Paca Garden. The Brice House faces 
due south above the Annapolis harbor, and its rear (north) exposure from a high knoll of land would have provided a magnificent view of the Paca Garden. 
Also, the possibility of James Brice having created a formal garden to rival or compete with the Paca formal garden would have been precluded by the location 
of the Brice House and the resulting relatively short distance between the rear of the house and the Paca Garden Wall. However, the possibility of Brice 
having a more modest formal garden to the rear of his house cannot be eliminated. 

Only further archeological work in the area to the rear of the Brice House can conclusively test this possibility. In addition, such an effort would possibly detect 
the original porch dimensions and heights of the back entrance of the 1770s as well as the ground elevation to the rear of the house. 

At the northwest end of one of the northeast trench units, a possible rill (water feature) was exposed, which is conjectured to have run to a pond or water inlet 
lying in the northeast corner of the Paca Garden to the west. The trenches in the area of the macadam parking lot exposed the remains of brick walls and 
solid brick rubble from the destruction of later 19th century additions and structures.

Based on these findings, it would appear that Site 18AP85 has the potential to yield intact archeological remains related to the 18th century and early 19th 
century history of Annapolis. The extent of work was limited and the level of control was poor (by modern standards). Additional research is warranted.


