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Queen Anne’s House (18AP58) is a deposit of archeological remains associated with the urban history of Annapolis, Maryland, and specifically associated 
with a late 19th century Queen Ann-style duplex at 86-88 State Circle (AA-670) in downtown Annapolis. The structure was built on the corner of North Street 
and State Circle in 1878. The landscape of the site is heavily developed as an urban area. Soils at the site are Collington and Wist sandy loams as well as 
some human transported soils.

Built in 1878-1879, the imposing duplex house at 86-88 State Circle is located on property that was originally part of the large tract of land associated with the 
Bordley-Randall House (see synopsis report for 18AP50). In the mid to late 19th century, this tract of land was subdivided and built upon with both residential 
and commercial structures. The duplex at 18AP58 was the first of several large residences to be constructed facing State Circle and North Street and survives 
as an important local example of the shingle-style of Queen Anne architecture. The buildings provide a good illustration of the subdivision and growth of the 
city from its 18th century origins of large and prominent estates to the more densely built 19th century Annapolis.

Based upon historic maps and tax assessments, the duplex was built by Alexander Randall, just prior to his death in 1881. While the imposing residences do 
not appear on an 1878 map of the area, John Wirt Randall (Alexander’s son) was assessed $3,500.00 for a brick house at State Circle in 1789. By 1880, 
Alexander Randall had transferred half of the property (86 State Circle) to his son Randall. The deed reflecting this transfer identified the property as having a 
“two storey with attic brick and frame dwelling”. Both properties would stay in the Randall family (albeit one was rented out) until 1920, when 86 State Circle 
was sold.

The first documented archeological work at the site occurred in the winter of 1989-1990. Archaeology in Annapolis, a cooperative program between the 
University of Maryland, College Park and the Historic Annapolis Foundation, conducted the excavations in order to satisfy the conditions for compliance set 
forth in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 83b, sections 5-617 and 5-618, prior to the undergrounding of electrical wires by the City of Annapolis. 
Funding for what was known as the State Circle Archaeological Project was provided by a matching grant from the Maryland State Department of General 
Services and the City of Annapolis. 

A single 91 X 152 cm (3 X 5 ft) test unit was excavated on this site to look for possible early edges of a radial street leading into State Circle and to recover 
information about earlier levels of the circle. The unit was also opened in order to recover any earlier corners of North Street and State Circle. The unit was 
located in the herringbone pattern brick sidewalk in front of number 86 State Circle. The long axis of the unit was oriented parallel to State Circle and the unit 
was excavated to an average depth of 1.08 m (3.54 ft).

The brick paving (sidewalk) covering the surface of the excavated unit was removed using a jackhammer, and then any underlying concrete was removed by 
the same means or with sledge hammers. Following this, the unit was excavated by shovel skimming and troweling in natural stratigraphic levels: allowing for 
precise definition of chronological sequences and feature identification. However, if a stratigraphic level was greater than 15 cm (6 in) in depth, the layer was 
excavated in arbitrary levels. Soil removed during hand excavation was screened through hardware cloth with the exception of substantial fill levels primarily of 
20th century origin. These were sampled, with approximately 33% of fill being screened. The excavated unit was then backfilled in several 15 cm levels which 
were each tamped by a mechanical tamper before additional fill was added. Features and profiles exposed during excavation were mapped in place. Both soil 
samples and flotation samples were taken from all intact cultural layers, but no report of their analysis is available at MHT.

The first three stratigraphic levels encountered were 20th century in origin. Feature 1, a builder’s tench, was also of 20th century origin. All four were 
associated with the modern curb and handicap access ramp at the corner of North Street and State Circle and were deposited after the construction of the 
curb and ramp. A fill layer (Level D) was located beneath these levels. Level D was a 19th or 20th century fill layer which capped an earlier shell walkway, 
designated Level E. The shell walkway was deposited sometime after the second quarter of the 19th century. This walkway was located to the north of a 
strong brown sandy clay (Level F) which has been interpreted as an early 19th century layer. The interface between Level E, the walkway, and Level F may 
mark an earlier edge of State Circle. Beneath Levels E and F was a soil layer which changed gradually from a strong brown sandy clay to dark brown sandy 
clay over 46 cm (1.5 ft). This soil layer is a probable late 18th/early 19th century layer which was part of the Bordley-Randall estate.  Artifacts recovered within 
this level included lead-glazed redware, gray-bodied stoneware, pearlware (undecorated and transfer-printed blue under the glaze), red transfer-printed 
whiteware, unidentified burned earthenware, dark olive green wine bottle, window glass, brick fragments, nails, mortar, coal, stone, bone, oyster shell, and 
other glass. The Terminus Post Quem for this level is 1828. Below this layer was subsoil.

The artifact catalog provided in the full site report for the State Circle project is coded. Unfortunately, a legend is not provided. A total of 574 miscellaneous 
objects were retained from the excavations at 18AP58.

Ultimately, the edges of the radial street were not located. However, an earlier edge of State Circle was located, which provided information concerning two-
dimensional changes around State Circle. Additionally, strata from this unit could be linked with strata from 18AP50 (see synopsis report) to estimate a long 
profile of the sidewalk area of this portion of State Circle. This data aided in interpretation of the three dimensional changes to State Circle.

The Queen Anne’s House site (18AP58) is significant as an example of the Industrial/Urban Dominance period of Maryland’s history (ca. 1870-1930). During 
this period , the State of Maryland shifted away from a primary economic dependence on agriculture toward a dependence on industry and commerce. Urban 
areas became increasingly more important. Resources exemplifying the Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and City Planning of the period are present on 
the site in the form of an oyster shell walkway and an earlier street edge.


