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Unknown

Other

Dated features present at site

 Historic Artifacts  Historic Features

Pottery (all) 357

Glass (all) 427

Furniture

Arms

Clothing 1

Personal items 2

Tobacco related 16

Activity item(s) 8

Misc. kitchen 370

Human remain(s)

Faunal material

Floral material

Misc. 768

Other

Const feature

Foundation

Cellar hole/cellar

Hearth/chimney
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Paling ditch/fence

Privy/outhouse

 Well/cistern

Trash pit/dump

Sheet midden

Planting feature

Road/walkway

Depression/mound
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Earthworks
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Unknown

Other
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Radiocarbon Data:

Sample 1: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 2: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 3: +/- years BP Reliability

Sample 4: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 5: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 6: +/- years BP Reliability

Sample 7: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 8: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 9: +/- years BP Reliability

Additional radiocarbon results available

Architectural 446

Creamware 96

Jackfield

Mn Mottled 1

North  Devon

Staffordshire

Tin Glazed 8

Porcelain 15

English Brown 1

Eng Dry-bodied
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Rhenish

 Wt Salt-glazed 3

Stoneware

Pearlware 49

Ironstone

Whiteware 126
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The Donaldson House Site (18AP55) is a deposit of archeological remains associated with the early urban history of Annapolis, Maryland, and specifically 
associated with an 18th century standing townhome know as the Donaldson-Steuart House (AA-498). The site is situated along Francis Street in the vicinity of 
State Circle in the City of Annapolis. It is near the intersection of Main and Francis, on the north side of Francis Street. The landscape of the site is heavily 
developed as an urban area. Soils at the site are Collington and Wist sandy loams as well as some human transported soils.

The Donaldson-Steuart House at 10 Francis Street was originally constructed between 1708 and 1715 as a 1 ½ storey, one-room building covered with a 
gambrel roof. All of the land on the north side of Francis Street between State Circle and the intersection of Main and Francis Streets was surveyed as free 
school land and was described as such in James Stoddert’s 1718 plan of Annapolis. It is believed that by circa 1730, a house was built by Henry or James 
Donaldson (successful merchants in 18th century Annapolis) on the property at 18AP55. The earliest documentary evidence for a building on the property is 
mention of rent due to King William’s School from H. Donaldson in 1738. From 1738 to 1773, the house on this property was sublet to Dr. George Steuart. 
During the eighteenth century, the house is referred to in documents as “the Donaldson House”.

In 1774, the house at 10 Francis Street was rented by Isaac McHard and William Holder. McHard operated a tavern and inn known as “The Sign of the Indian 
King” on the premises. In an advertisement which he placed in the Maryland Gazette (March 17, 1774), McHard informs “…his friends and the general public 
that he…has now opened a tavern in the house where Dr. Steuart formerly live on Francis Street”. As part of his lease, McHard was expected to perform 
certain repairs to windows, locks and bolts and latches on the house.

Between 1782 and 1786, the house was used as a tavern and as a boarding house. From 1786 to the turn of the century, the descendants of Jonas Green 
operated a printing office for the Maryland Gazette at the site. Besides the printing office, several other businesses were operated here during that period, 
including a post office, a store, and a tailor shop. By 1798, there were several buildings on the property including a kitchen, a stable, and a combined 
house/office structure. After 1800, the house changed ownership several times and appears to have been used mainly as a residence, although part of it has 
been put to commercial use even into modern times.

The original main section of the house was a 1 ½ storey brick (English and Flemish bond), with two rooms on each side of a center hall. It had a gambrel roof 
and two chimneys on each gable end of the house. Sometime in the late 19th century, a full second storey was added to the house and the front façade was 
changed to reflect the Victorian architecture of the period. The front porch and the bay window were added at that time. The rear retains the original gambrel 
roof style and the character of a late 17th/early 18th century dwelling. Today, the house and the addition (which is 12 Francis Street), are the only buildings on 
the property. All others have disappeared.

The first documented archeological work to occur at the site occurred in the winter of 1989-1990. Archaeology in Annapolis, a cooperative program between 
the University of Maryland, College Park and the Historic Annapolis Foundation, conducted the excavations in order to satisfy the conditions for compliance 
set forth in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 83b, sections 5-617 and 5-618, prior to the undergrounding of electrical wires by the City of Annapolis. 
Funding for what was known as the State Circle Archaeological Project was provided by a matching grant from the Maryland State Department of General 
Services and the City of Annapolis. In the vicinity of 18AP54, the construction work was to entail the installation of an electrical vault and some alterations to 
the curb lines in the area.

A single 91 X 152 cm (3 X 5 ft) test unit was excavated on this site. Since the Donaldson-Steuart House is not aligned to Francis Street, but rather to Main 
Street, this unit was opened to look for possible early edges of Francis Street and to recover information about earlier levels of the street. The unit was located 
in the sidewalk next to the curb. The herringbone brick paving covering the surface of the excavated unit was removed using a jackhammer, and then any 
underlying concrete was removed by the same means or with sledge hammers. Following this, the unit was excavated by shovel skimming and troweling in 
natural stratigraphic levels: allowing for precise definition of chronological sequences and feature identification. However, if a stratigraphic level was greater 
than 15 cm (6 in) in depth, the layer was excavated in arbitrary levels. Soil removed during hand excavation was screened through hardware cloth with the 
exception of substantial fill levels primarily of 20th century origin. These were sampled, with approximately 33% of fill being screened. The excavated unit was 
then backfilled in several 15 cm levels which were each tamped by a mechanical tamper before additional fill was added. Features and profiles exposed 
during excavation were mapped in place. Both soil samples and flotation samples were taken from all intact cultural layers, but no report of their analysis is 
available at MHT.

Excavation at 18AP55 revealed that the two uppermost levels in the test unit were the modern sidewalk and its associated sand bed. The level below this was 
likely a sand bed for an earlier brick sidewalk in front of the Donaldson House. The Terminus Post Quem for this second sand layer was 1805. This layer is 
intruded on by Feature 1a, a probable tree or planting hole located along the curb of Francis Street. This also intruded upon two cultural features (Features 1b 
and 1c), which appeared to be the former late 18th century edges of Francis Street. Level D, was situated just below the second sand layer (Level C) and is 
possibly an early 19th century yard layer deposited on top of a rubble layer of mortar, brick, and oyster shell. The next level was a potential fill layer brought in 
from someplace else, and containing early 18th century artifacts. The level beneath it (Level F) had a Terminus Post Quem of 1779. This is likely the late 18th 
century yard associated with the Donaldson-Steuart House. Below this was Level G, a thin layer located at the surface of a final layer interpreted as subsoil. 

Few artifacts were recovered from Level G. However, based on the absence of any temporally diagnostic artifacts post-dating 1720 (i.e. white salt-glazed 
stoneware, creamware, or pearlware), it is possible that Level G may be the remnant of earlier 18th century levels. It is possible that Level G may be the 
remnant of earlier 18th century levels. It is possible that deposits dating from the early 18th century to circa 1779 were removed during work on Francis Street, 
or during renovation to the house. In 1774 the innkeepers Isaac McHard and William Holder took a sublease for the Donaldson House from Charles Steuart. 
Their lease was for seven years and required them to do repairs to the house, including window glass in the downstairs windows, repairs to the locks, bolts, 
and latches of the doors, to the window shutters and to other “small decays of  the Houses”. The paling of the fence was also to be repaired. McHard opened 
the tavern, the Sign of the Indian King, in the Donaldson House. It is possible that the renovations of McHard and Holder removed earlier deposits from in 
front of the house. Again, everything below Level G appeared to be sterile subsoils.

The artifact catalog provided in the full site report for the State Circle project is coded. Unfortunately, a legend is not provided. A total of 625 miscellaneous 
objects were retained from the excavations. Two prehistoric items (see above) were also recovered.
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Researchers with Archaeology in Annapolis returned to the site in August of 1990. The primary reason excavation were carried out was to determine the age 
of the house at 18AP55. There has been some debate among architectural historians about whether this property represents the site of the Kentish Inn (built 
ca. 1694), or whether it is the Donaldson House (built ca. 1720 or 1730). Documentary evidence seems to support the latter. Locating a builder’s trench along 
the house might provide a date for the house’s construction. Another goal was to document the stratigraphy on the property.

Two 76.2 X 152 cm (2.5 X 5 ft) units were excavated at the site. One unit was placed next to the house foundation to discover if a builder’s trench was 
present. The other unit was placed in the center of the backyard to determine if the stratigraphy was intact. The units were excavated in natural stratigraphic 
levels unless layers were more than 15.24 cm (.5 ft) thick, in which case 15.24 cm arbitrary levels were used. Excavation was conducted using shovels and 
trowels, and all soil was sifted through hardware cloth. Soil and flotation samples were taken from each layer. Each unit was excavated into subsoil to a depth 
of at least 30.5 cm (1 ft). In addition, each unit was then cored to substantiate that subsoil had been reached.

The archeological investigation did not discover a builder’s trench which would indicate a construction date for the house. This may be because the builder’s 
trench is on the inside of the foundation of the house, or because evidence of it has been obliterated by the growth of large tree roots close to the house. The 
ground was stratigraphically intact in both of the test units. In the area tested in the backyard, approximately 38.1 cm (1 ft 3 in) of soil appeared to be fill, 
judging from the mix of 18th, 19th, and 20th century artifacts. Below this level, the layers were intact and show uncontaminated evidence of occupation from 
the late 19th to the early 18th century.

Artifacts recovered during the August 1990 fieldwork included 8 activity items, 446 architectural artifacts, 1 clothing item (a glass button), 956 kitchen-related 
artifacts, 2 personal items (a glass bead and a lead wine seal), 16 tobacco-related artifacts (10 pipe stems and 6 pipe bowls), and 143 miscellaneous objects. 
The activity items were a lead printing type, a lock and its casing, a possible machine part, 4 springs, and a pencil fragment. The architectural assemblage 
consisted of 57 bricks, 37 mortar fragments, 36 pieces of stone, 11 pieces of wood, 166 window glass fragments, 15 cut nails, and 124 unidentified nails. 
Kitchen-related artifacts included 357 ceramic sherds (8 tin-glazed earthenware, 96 creamware, 49 pearlware, 4 Chinese export porcelain, 11 other porcelain, 
3 black basalt ware, 126 whiteware, 2 yelloware, 22 redware, 18 coarse earthenware, 1 refined earthenware, 1 unidentified earthenware, 1 English Brown 
Stoneware, 1 Cobalt Blue Stoneware, 3 White Salt-glazed Stoneware, 1 Manganese-mottled Stoneware, 9 miscellaneous stoneware, 1 unidentified ceramic 
sherd), 229 pieces of glass (15 pieces of table glass, 35 dark olive-green wine glass shards, 1nd 179 piece of miscellaneous bottle glass), 2 bottle caps, 366 
faunal objects (295 animal bones, 70 pieces of oyster shell, and 1 clam shell), and 2 seeds/nuts. The miscellaneous objects were 32 unidentified pieces of 
glass, 2 tin fragments, 2 lead fragments, 33 iron fragments, 1 brass fragment, 7 pieces of plastic, 2 pieces of rubber, 59 coal clinkers, and 5 pieces of 
charcoal.   

The house on the property at 18AP55 is one of the older houses (at least ca. 1730s) in Annapolis, and the property has been continuously occupied since the 
early 18th century. There were at least 2 outbuildings on the property in the past. The site has significant research potential and therefore, before any 
landscaping or future building is done at the site which would disturb the intact archeological layers, further excavations should be carried out.


