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Faunal material

Floral material

Misc. 79

Other

Const feature

Foundation

Cellar hole/cellar

Hearth/chimney

Postholes/molds
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The Hockley Plantation House & Cemetery, or 18AN951, is the remnants of a circa 1735-1860 plantation house, 18th century cemetery, and later 20th century 
occupation west of Annapolis in Anne Arundel County, Maryland. The site is situated what was originally an interior upland flat that was significantly altered in 
the early 1960s for the construction of a Baltimore Gas and Electric (BG&E) service facility. The surrounding landscape consists of level to gently rolling 
terrain. No major water courses are situated in the immediate vicinity of the site. Soils at the site consist of Monmouth, Dolonton, and Collington fine sandy 
loams. 

The Hockley Plantation (also known as “Hockley in the Hole”) was established on land patented by the Dorsey family in the 17th century. After the original 
plantation house burned in the 1730’s, a new one was erected about 1.5 miles away near the southern end of the plantation property. The circa 1730 house 
and farm buildings are believed to have been located on the BG&E property (i.e. at 18AN951). Various members of the Dorsey family were buried near the 
plantation house during the 1700s. That residence was destroyed by fire in the 1860s and replaced by a 2 storey frame residence built at the same location. 
The circa 1860 residence and all of the nearby farm buildings were demolished in the 1960s after BG&E purchased the property to establish a large service 
facility.

It was with the prospect of locating any intact remains from the 18th and 19th century plantation structures that the site was first examined archeologically in 
1994. At that time, Phase I Survey and Phase II Evaluations were conducted on the BG&E property prior to the sale of the property to Home Depot, Inc. of 
Atlanta, GA for a new development. The Home Depot development consisted of a retail home improvement facility for the Home Depot, Inc., associated 
parking areas, utility lines, other commercial establishments, and roadway improvements. The phase I survey covered the parcel of land making up the project 
area (about 20.7 acres), and the Phase II study investigated remnants of the only archeological site identified, (18AN951). The work was performed pursuant 
to an Anne Arundel County ordinance covering historic resources. It was sponsored by both BG&E and Home Depot as both parties desired to be 
knowledgeable of any archeological or historical resources on the property prior to final settlement.

Phase I fieldwork involved systematic pedestrian survey of the entire development project area. The entire project area was examined using east-west 
transects spaced 20 meters apart. In the vicinity of the demolished Hockley House, transects were spaced 1.5 meters apart. Terrain that had not been heavily 
disturbed was then tested with shovel test pits (STPs) placed using a 20 meter sampling grid, again, with the exception of the Hockley House area, where a 
1.5 m grid was used. All STPs were no less than 30 cm in diameter, and extended to the level of undisturbed subsoil. The soil from each STP was screened 
through hardware cloth and appropriate data were recorded on standardized forms. A total of 77 STPs were excavated at 20 meter intervals, while 232 STPs 
were placed near the Hockley House. 

During the Phase I shovel testing, a brick grave enclosure was encountered. To define its boundaries, the upper surface of the top course of bricks was 
exposed, mapped, and photographed before being backfilled. The results of the STP survey were analyzed and the location of the Hockley House and 
Cemetery (18AN951) was conclusively determined. These results were determined to be potentially significant and plans began immediately to proceed to a 
Phase II level of analysis.

The Phase II evaluation involved two main field techniques: further STP excavations, and 2 X 2 m test unit and exploratory trench excavations. Supplementary 
STPs were placed at intervals of between 0.3 to 1.2 meters (1 to 4 ft) in undisturbed terrain in the vicinity of the Hockley House site. Those supplementary 
STPs were excavated to better identify the characteristics of the Hockley House vicinity, including the location, boundaries, and configuration of subsurface 
remains. STP excavation methods were identical to those used during the Phase I survey. In total, 304 shovel test pits would be excavated at the site.

The overall findings of the Phase I and II STPs were analyzed and used to determine the positioning of six 2 X 2 m test excavation units. These were placed 
where available evidence indicated the potential presence of subsurface cultural features of archeological interest. The available evidence consisted of both 
STP data and the presence of several mature boxwwods and other landscaping features that suggested areas which were not impacted by the demolition of 
the 19th century plantation house and outbuildings in the 1960s. Each test unit was excavated by natural soil strata with the soil being screened through 
hardware mesh. Information on cultural materials encountered and soil strata characteristics were drawn on standardized forms, stratigraphic profiles and plan 
maps were drawn, and photographs were taken.

In addition to the 2 X 2 m test units, an exploratory trench was excavated at the location of a circular brick feature that was encountered. The trench was 3 
meters in length. The upper surface of the brick feature was exposed, mapped, and photographed before being backfilled.

The Phase II testing showed that the site had been heavily disturbed and largely obliterated by construction activity during the 1960s. Five cultural features 
were encountered during the work at 18AN951.

Only one 18th century cultural feature was encountered. This was the intact and well preserved brick grave enclosure first discovered during the Phase I 
survey. It was an intact and well preserved brick grave enclosure of middle to late 18th century vintage. This cultural property was evaluated as being of 
historical significance. The brick grave enclosure was documented and left in place, with the decision made to protect it from disturbance during the 
development of the Home Depot facilities. Except for the grave enclosure, the cultural remains associated with 18AN951 had been previously disturbed or 
consisted of archeological materials that did not merit being considered historically significant.

The other four features encountered during Phase II work included an early 20th century privy pit and a brick walkway associated with it, a 20th century 
circular brick flower bed enclosure, and a buried concentration of disturbed stone rubble and artifacts from the burial of the burned debris from the 18th 
Century Hockley house which was destroyed by fire in 1860.

Artifacts recovered during the excavation at 18AN951 included 16 activity items, 1,018 architectural artifacts, 4 clothing items (2 brass buttons, 1 glass button, 
and an iron buckle), 509 kitchen-related artifacts, 2 personal items (a key and a plastic hair brush), 2 kaolin tobacco pipe fragments, and an ammunition 
casing. The activity items were 2 plastic toys, 2 auto tire fragments, 5 leash chain fragments, 2 farm tools, a terra-cotta flowerpot fragment, 2 rubber suction 
cups, an armored cable fragment, and a horseshoe. Architectural artifact included 560 pieces of brick, 46 sandstone fragments, 18 pieces of tar paper, 8 
cement/asphalt fragments, 111 pieces of mortar and plaster, 128 pieces of window glass, 2 wood fragments, a vinyl floor tile, 128 nails, and 16 miscellaneous 
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hardware fragments. The kitchen assemblage consisted of 149 ceramic sherds (), 224 pieces of glass (), 3 bottle caps, 3 plastic caps, 7 metal can fragments, 
36 metal pan fragments, 29 pieces of animal bone, 57 oyster shell fragments, and a seed. 

The 1994 investigation’s findings indicated that archeological site 18AN951 contains a brick burial enclosure of 18th century vintage that is significant to the 
history of Anne Arundel County. The remainder of Site 18AN951 consists of a disturbed archeological deposit with three cultural features that do not merit 
being considered historically significant. The locations of the Hockley House and its associated outbuildings were obliterated in the 1960s during construction 
of the BG&E Service Center facility. The Home Depot development plans were altered to protect the aforementioned grave enclosure (as per Anne Arundel 
County law) and it was left undisturbed during construction. It should be preserved indefinitely. The remainder of the site was even more significantly altered 
during construction of the Home Depot and associated facilities.


