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 Projectile Point Types

Clovis

Hardaway-Dalton

All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts
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 Prehistoric Sherd Types
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Trash pit/dump
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Burial(s)
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Other

All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts

Radiocarbon Data:

Sample 1: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 2: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 3: +/- years BP Reliability

Sample 4: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 5: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 6: +/- years BP Reliability

Sample 7: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 8: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 9: +/- years BP Reliability

Additional radiocarbon results available
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Russett Peterson 17 (also known as Site 29, Site 7, and 18AN664) is an apparent Middle-Late Woodland short-term resource procurement and lithic scatter 
site northeast of Laurel in Anne Arundel County, Maryland. The site is situated on a low terrace and floodplain near the confluence of a small unnamed stream 
and the Little Patuxent River. The unnamed tributary stream flows just to the south of the site. Most of the surrounding landscape is wooded in oak and maple, 
with occasional beech and pine. Soils at the site are Rumford loamy sands and silty Bibb soils.

The site was first identified in 1988 during the course of a Phase I reconnaissance survey of the “Russett Center” development property. The development 
would entail the construction of both single and multi-family residential structures and the associated roads, utility lines, public spaces, and other infrastructure 
to support the new development. Twenty-six archeological sites were identified in the development project area during this reconnaissance, 22 of which 
(including 18AN664) required additional follow-up investigations. The work was carried out pursuant to Anne Arundel County Planning and Zoning Regulations 
which require consideration for archeological and historical resources as part of the subdivision review process.

In the vicinity of 18AN664, the 1988 Phase I work entailed the excavation of 4 shovel test pits (STPs) along the unnamed tributary to the Little Patuxent. Most 
of these were at intervals roughly 100 m or more apart, but there was considerable variation in spacing due to field conditions. Soil from all shovel tests was 
screened through hardware cloth, Field notes and profile drawings were made for each shovel test. A chert flake was recovered from one of these STPs and 
was recorded as Site 29, and 2 quartz flakes, 6 pieces of shatter (1 quartzite and 5 quartz), and a piece of heated/fire-cracked rock were recovered from the 
surface and recorded as Site 7. Eventually, these two sites would be considered part of the same site (Russett Peterson 17 or 18AN664). Phase II testing was 
recommended to determine if a more substantial deposit was present. 

Phase II work was carried out in 1989, again, as part of the Russett Center development project. This work was conducted at 5 of the previously identified 
sites, which would be detrimentally impacted by the proposed construction. Site boundaries were identified by surface collection and by excavating 
systematically and judgmentally placed shovel test pits and test units. STPs were placed at 7.62 m (25 ft) intervals in a grid pattern. Shovel tests varied 
between 40 and 60 cm in diameter.  All soils were screened using hardware cloth and appropriate data were recorded on standardized forms. A total of 42 
shovel tests were excavated, 19 of which fell within the “Site 7” area and 23 of which fell within the “Site 29” area. Only those within the westernmost “Site 29” 
area produced any artifacts. Ten STPs yielded prehistoric finds. 

Phase II testing revealed that the site extended approximately 30 X 25 meters in horizontal extent. A total of 37 artifacts were found at the site, including 1 
projectile point, 25 flakes, 1 piece of shatter, 2 hammerstones, 1 other lithic, and 7 heated/fire-cracked rocks. The projectile point was a jasper Jack’s Reef 
corner-notched point, which dates to the Middle Woodland period. Based on these findings, twelve test units were opened up in two blocks at 18AN664.

Test units were all 1 X 1 m in size and were placed near Phase II shovel tests which yielded diagnostic artifacts or high lithic concentrations. The test units 
were placed in two blocks, situated in a north-south grid. Block A consisted of four contiguous test units placed in the south-central part of the site. However, 
based upon the lack of findings from Block A, a second group of test units was plotted forming Block B. Block B consisted of 8 contiguous units in the 
northwest corner of the site. Originally, in the first test unit, soils were excavated by arbitrary 5 cm levels into sterile subsoil. This was re-evaluated after 
completion of the unit, as the method appeared to be too time-consuming. The remaining units were excavated by natural strata. One or more walls of each 
unit were profiled to scale and then photographed. All soils were screened through hardware cloth.

No features were identified during the 1989 test unit excavations at 18AN664.

Artifacts recovered from the test units at 18AN664 include 3 Late Woodland triangular points (probably Levanna points), 4 triangular point fragments, 8 other 
bifaces or biface fragments, 2 scrapers, 3 utilized flakes, 667 flakes, 33 pieces of shatter, a pitted maul or wedge, a hammerstone, and 11 fragments of 
heated/fire-cracked rock. 
Site 18AN664 can be temporally placed in the Late Woodland Period, based upon the three triangular projectile points and other unfinished bifaces, which 
were largely triangular in shape as well. These points and refitting evidence indicate a temporally limited occupation span. The only object recovered from the 
site, which does not fit the pattern is the Middle Woodland Jack’s Reef point. Based on the facts that this was the only object made of jasper recovered from 
the site and that it bore evidence of reworking, researchers contended that the point was scavenged from elsewhere and reworked by the Late Woodland 
occupants of 18AN664.

The stratigraphic deposits at the site are relatively undisturbed. There is no evidence for historic plowing. A total of 8 groups of positive and second order refits 
were identified during examination of artifacts. The presence of the refits suggests that horizontal integrity has been maintained. However, there is evidence 
that some changes occurred in vertical redistribution. Based upon the large amount of debitage with little or no cortex, combined with the presence of so many 
small flakes, pressure flakes, thinning flakes, and the complete absence of cores, the evidence suggests that 18AN664 served as a highly specialized 
secondary lithic reduction area. Further, all accountable spatial and technological evidence suggests that this was a temporary activity locus rather than 
permanently sedentary locale.

Since completion of the Phase III data recovery project at 18AN664, the development of Russett Center proceeded and the site was very likely destroyed or 
severely disturbed during construction of a sewer line for the development. Fortunately, an adequate sample was recovered from the site to characterize it and 
the work conducted there in the 1980s and 1990s is well-documented. The site is no longer a significant archeological resource.


