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Glebe Bay IV (18AN463) is the archeological remains of a mid 19th to early 20th century house and shell midden near Edgewater in Anne Arundel County that 
is associated with an African American oysterman. The site is situated on a low terrace facing northwest onto Glebe Bay. Within the site boundaries are a 
stone and brick well and the foundation ruins of a house. The forest canopy at the site is well-developed with a moderately dense understory of holly and 
greenbrier. Areas with little or no understory vegetation are poorly drained and probably covered intermittently with standing water (the area is very low-lying). 
A maintained drainage ditch along the west edge of the site carries stormwater from local roads into a wetland to the northwest , and ultimately into Glebe 
Creek. The site surface appears relatively undisturbed, but has been used in recent times to amass large windrows of yard waste. Soils at the site are 
primarily Colemantown sandy loams and clays.

This site was first recorded in 1977 during a survey of the South River. A non-systematic surface search was carried out at that time, recording the presence 
of the aforementioned foundations and well, as well as an oyster shell midden extending for approximately 200 m along the shoreline and some 20 m inland.  
The midden was determined to be about 20 cm deep at the bank. To the south, relatively little shell was observed in proportion to the matrix.  Artifactual 
materials recovered from the site at that time included 1 sherd of stoneware with a salt-glazed exterior and Albany glazed interior, 10 sherds of blue transfer-
printed whiteware, 2 sherds of undecorated whiteware, 1 sherd of blue-glazed whiteware, and several fragments of manganese-tinted glass and milk glass 
(minimally estimated at 5 pieces in the table above). The site was recorded as a house site of the mid 19th to early 20th century.

Archival research reveals that the land on which the site is situated derives from tracts that were owned by the Brewer, Robinson, Collington family (related by 
marriage) throughout most of the 19th and 20th centuries. Documentation of the period reveals that the Brewers and Robinsons owned adjacent farms and 
also suggests that they cooperated in their farming endeavors and divided labor between both households. They also held slaves. The Brewer/Robinson Farm 
was reduced by 50 acres between 1870 and 1880 and devalued from $4,400 to $1,500. There are also some indications for changes in production on the farm 
of particular crops and a reduction in the amount of wages paid out.

By 1892, Nicholas N. Brewer conveyed 40.75 acres, including the site location, and a house to his daughter, Mary E. Collinson, wife of Dr. John Collinson. A 
plat dated January 26, 1892, does not depict any structures on the property. 

In 1898, a Washington Simms purchased the 40.75 acres from the Collinsons. Washington Simms appears in the 1910 Census as a 52 year old black man 
who worked as a tonger (an oysterman) and had recently married and shared his house and farm with his mother and sister. The Simms household is listed in 
the population schedule of the 1910 Census immediately before the households of William Simms and George Simms, (both tongers and homeowners, but 
not farmers). The household of Dr. John Collinson and his wife, Mary E. Collinson (née Brewer) are listed shortly thereafter. Washington Simms appears to 
have been part of a local black community, mostly kin, that derived its living largely from the oystering industry. They likely were freed slaves or descendants 
of slaves that were owned by the extended Brewer family and some relatives probably worked, at least seasonally, on the Brewer, Robinson, and Collinson 
farms.

Under a variant spelling (Symes), Washington Simms appears in the 1900 Census as a black oysterman, aged 45, living in his own house with his mother 
Susan (aged 90) and sister Eliza, a 45-year old house servant. George Simms lived nearby with his family, the specifics of which are nearly identical with the 
values in the 1910 Census. George and William Simms both appeared as black oystermen in the 1920 Census, but not Washington. A 1905 USGS 15’ 
Quadrangle depicts a structure in the approximate location of 18AN463, which would have been situated on Washington Simms property. When the 
superstructure disappeared is not known.

The site was the subject of Phase II testing in July and August of 2010 prior to development of two lots in the Turnbull Estates residential subdivision. The 
Anne Arundel County Planning Department, under authority of Article 17, Title 6, Subtitle 502, requested an archeological investigation to locate features 
within the two lots and to more securely date the site and its component.

Fifty shovel test pits (STPs) laid out in 11 transects across the two subject lots were excavated during the Phase II testing. All shovel tests were approximately 
40.6 cm (16 in) in diameter and excavated to a depth of approximately 30.5 cm (1 ft) or greater. Soils were screened through hardware mesh and described 
(in terms of texture and color) on forms using standardized methods and nomenclature. All STPs were backfilled upon completion and documentation.

The STPs revealed silt loam on the northern half of the northernmost lot and sandy soils in the southern half of that lot and the entirety of the more southerly 
lot. The A-horizon varied, but averaged roughly 13 cm in thickness. Only three STPs produced cultural material. Two units produced 1 small piece of oyster 
shell each and a third produced a small piece of coal. These small, isolated finds do not suggest that Site 18AN463 extends onto the two proposed residential 
lots. Poor drainage probably precluded any prehistoric occupation of the area and use of the land by Washington Simms and his predecessors may have 
been limited to boat launching activities. There is no evidence of a well-developed plowzone, although an Ap-horizon could have deflated.

A brief reconnaissance of the shoreline and low bluff west of the two proposed residential lots was carried out after the STPs survey. This reconnaissance 
revealed evidence of subsurface features, an eroding oyster shell midden containing a late 19th/early 20th century liquor flask, and a whiteware bowl with 
traces of decals on the rim.

While the 2010 investigation revealed that development of the two residential lots would not adversely impact any significant archeological deposits, work also 
suggested that intact subsurface deposits still exist to the west of these lots. The site’s significance has not been formally determined, but intact deposits 
related to late 19th-early 20th century occupation by an African-American oysterman may be present.


