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 Projectile Point Types
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Coulbourn

 Watson

Mockley

Clemson Island

Page

Shepard

Townsend

Minguannan

Sullivan Cove

Shenks Ferry

Moyaone

Potomac Crk

Keyser

Yeocomico

Monongahela

Susquehannock

 Historic Sherd Types

Astbury

Borderware

Buckley

Earthenware

Other Artifact & Feature Types:

Flaked stone 71

 Prehistoric Artifacts

 Lithic Material Prehistoric Features

Ground stone 2

Stone bowls
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Radiocarbon Data:
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Sample 7: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 8: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 9: +/- years BP Reliability
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Old Cox Farm (18AN454) is an Early Archaic through Middle Woodland lithic scatter and tool manufacturing site near Edgewater in Anne Arundel County. The 
site is situated on a low bluff overlooking the confluence of two creeks that drain, ultimately, to the South River. This low terrace is bordered by steeply cut 
slopes down to the floodplain of the two creeks. During the period of site investigation, the site consisted of agricultural fields, cedar and oak hedgerows, and 
secondary forest. Prehistoric forest cover in Anne Arundel County is thought to have consisted of oak, sweetgum, and yellow-poplar. Soils at the site are 
primarily Annapolis and Collington sandy loams.

The site was first identified by avocational archeologist Henry F. Sturdy, who collected a number of artifacts from the surface of a plowed field in the 1930s 
and 1940s. Among the artifacts reportedly collected from the site by Sturdy were 3 quartz Calvert points, 2 quartz Piscataway points, 4 quartz Rossville points, 
1 quartz Vernon point, 3 rhyolite Selby Bay knives, 1 Susquehanna Broadspear, 1 ground stone celt, a variety of hammerstones, and a number of bifaces and 
points of unidentifiable type. Thomas Mayr, who eventually acquired Sturdy’s collection, also reported finding a rectangular grooved axe, and rhyolite and chert 
debitage at the site. The Maryland Historical Society also has a 3/4 grooved axe found at this locality by the rector of All Hallows Church in the early part of the 
20th century.  It is noteworthy that no pottery has been reported from the site. 

In 1977, two professional archeologists made attempts to visit the site, but could not locate it. This situation was the result of Sturdy reporting two different 
locations for the site: one on a hand-drawn map by Sturdy (approximately 500 m west of 18AN454) and one that Sturdy reported to Mayr (18AN454). During a 
1977 reconnaissance survey prior to improvements to MD Route 424, the site could not be relocated at either location. Six shovel test pits (STPs) at the 
location identified on Sturdy’s map and 12 STPs at the location reported to Mayer (18AN454) failed to yield any artifacts. A 1977 survey of the South River 
Drainage Basin also failed to re-locate the site. Though 18PR454 was visited, the plowed fields of the 1930s and 1940s had given way to dense underbrush 
and scrub and no artifact deposits were visible.

The site was subject to Phase II evaluator testing in 1999 for the Department of Public Works (DPW) Central Services Garage in Anne Arundel County. 
Formal evaluation of the site was undertaken in compliance with Article 83B, Section 5-618 of the Annotated Code of Maryland. The work consisted of close 
interval shovel testing and test unit excavation. 

Initially STPs were placed throughout the location at 20 m intervals throughout the proposed impact area for garage construction. Then, the STP interval was 
reduced to 10 m within the reported boundaries of 18AN454. The grid was oriented to the former agricultural field edge and was laid in using compass and 
tape. Shovel tests measured approximately 35 cm in diameter, and were excavated to depths of 50 cm or 10 cm into subsoil. Soils were removed by natural 
strata and were screened through hardware mesh. Each shovel test was recorded in the field, noting its position within the sampling pattern, the depths of soil 
horizons within the test, and the presence or absence of cultural resources. Soil characteristics, including color and texture, were recorded following standard 
soil nomenclature and soil color chart designations. Phase II shovel testing served to further define the site boundaries and helped to identify artifact 
concentrations across the site. 

The data from the shovel tests guided the placement of six 1 X 1 m test units. Within test units, soils were removed in 10 cm arbitrary levels within natural (or 
cultural) stratigraphy. The 1 X 1 m test units were excavated to a minimum depth of 40 cm below surface or until at least two sterile levels (20 cm) were 
encountered. In four of the test units, 50 X 50 cm director’s windows were excavated to examine soil stratigraphy. Soils removed from test units were 
screened through hardware mesh. The nature of each stratum or soil horizon within the survey area was recorded in the field. Soil characteristics, including 
color and texture, were described using standard methods and nomenclature. A representative profile from each test unit was drawn to scale and 
photographed.

Phase II testing recovered 62 prehistoric artifacts from Site 18AN454. These included 3 bifaces, 48 pieces of debitage, 3 pieces of fire-cracked rock, and 8 
ceramic sherds. The only identifiable biface recovered in 1999 was a quartzite Big Sandy side-notched point. The ceramic sherds included 3 sherds of Marcey 
Creek and 1 possible Accokeek sherd. All of the artifacts were recovered from the plowzone and no intact features were encountered during excavation. In 
addition, 11 historic artifacts (3 architectural artifacts, 3 whiteware sherds, 3 machine-made bottle glass fragments, 1 arms object, and 1 miscellaneous piece 
of metal) were recovered.

The site can be characterized as a light scatter of lithic and ceramic artifacts found within a deep plowzone. Results from the 1999 project suggest that the 
site is a short-term resource procurement site used repeatedly for brief periods of activity. Diagnostic artifacts place the site within the Early to Middle Archaic 
period and Early Woodland period. Artifacts previously collected from the site included a number of Late Archaic and Early Woodland projectile points. The 
1999 investigation did not recover any projectile points from these periods. However, although previously no pottery was collected, the 1999 investigations 
identified Early Woodland pottery, represented by Marcey Creek and possibly Accokeek wares. The Early to Middle Archaic projectile point/knife, represented 
by a Big Sandy side-notched point, adds a previously unidentified component to the site.

All of the artifacts from 18AN454 were recovered from the plowzone, thus the site does not appear to retain integrity. The minimal size and lack of integrity of 
the prehistoric assemblage seriously diminishes the potential for answering questions dealing with the Early Archaic through Early Woodland periods within 
the Maryland Coastal Plain. The site should not be considered a significant archeological resource.


