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The Lake Waterford Mill, or Wallace Mill (18AN432), is the remains of a late 18th-19th century mill site north of Pasadena in Anne Arundel County. The site is 
situated within the Lake Waterford County Park, near the headwaters of the Magothy River. Lake Waterford is now a recreational lake, but originally served as 
the millpond for the former Wallace’s Mill. Soils at the site are primarily Sassafras sandy loams and Croom gravelly sandy clay loams.

The site was first identified in 1976, during a Phase I survey conducted in the potential corridors of what would eventually become I-97. Site 18AN432 was 
recognized during pedestrian reconnaissance as stone foundations, and the remains of a millrace were readily observable on the north side of Lake 
Waterford. Two millstones were also located on the south side of the lake. Interviews with a park superintendant suggested that several additional millstones 
might lie at the bottom of the lake. Based on the location of the site and a preliminary review of historic records, it was postulated that 18AN432 might 
represent the remains of the former Wallace and Company Mill.

The Wallace and Company Mill (or Wallace’s Mill) was originally part of a 78 acre property known as “The Millseat”. A grist mill was first constructed their 
around 1792. In 1794, the Millseat property was enlarged by a 66 acre addition, resulting in a anew 144 acre property called “Millseat Enlarged”. When a 
partnership amongst a Charles Wallace, John Muir, and Isaac Harris acquired a financial interest in this property in 1794, the tract had already received 
several capital improvements, including two log dwelling houses, 3 small houses of unspecified function, a headgate and bridge at the mouth of the millrace, 
and 506 panels of fence.

Wallace, Muir, and Harris owned Millseat Enlarged jointly, Wallace and Muir each holding 3/8 share, and Harris owning a 2/8 share. Little is known of Isaac 
Harris, but Charles Wallace and John Muir were prominent businessmen in Annapolis, forming and reforming various partnerships with other entrepreneurs in 
that city. Charles Wallace was prominent in the tobacco trade, but when wheat grown on the Western Shore began to replace the poorer grade tobaccos 
produced, his business partnerships began to gradually transition into the wheat trade. This evidently prompted Wallace to establish a grist mill on the 
Magothy River.

Unfortunately, following the American Revolution, the economy declined significantly, and all at the time that Wallace’s Mill venture was getting underway. In 
1795, Isaac Harris’ partial ownership of the mill at Millseat was eliminated in two transactions. In April of that year, Wallace, Muir, and Harris sold the property 
to William Glover, and in September of that year, Glover sold it back to Wallace and Muir. In 1797, Charles Wallace sold his half of the mill property for £2,500 
to a Randolph B. Latimer who had recently moved to Annapolis from Baltimore. Wallace’s postscript to the deed states, first, that a figure of £2,500 was 
inserted into the deed at the behest of John Muir, and second that, in fact, only 5 shillings were paid to him by Latimer. Wallace maintained that the property 
was conveyed to Latimer as a gift, voluntarily and freely made. Wallace and Muir may have dissolved their partnership around this time.

Latimer kept his 50% interest in the mill until 1805, when he sold it, along with half of another tract, to John Randall (an Annapolis resident) for £1,000. It 
appears that Randall was the one actually operating the mill, as far back as 1798, when the Federal direct census was compiled for tax purposes. The amount 
of the tax, nearly twice that of others in the same district, suggests that Randall’s milling operations were substantial. 

During the ensuing decade, the Millseat property received many capital improvements. By 1804, the mill complex had been expanded to incorporate additional 
structures including a sawmill and stables, according to an advertisement in the Maryland Gazette for the sale of the property. In addition, subsidiary 
craftsmen (e.g. coopers) were working at the complex, distilling had become a reasonably lucrative commercial sideline, small grains and fresh produce were 
being raised on parts of the mill property, and the complex appears to have included a wharf at the head of the Magothy River. The presence of the wharf 
facilities is inferred by the mention of “navigable waters” and the inclusion of a 25+ ton schooner in the list of items for sale. 

The advertisement also states that, “…the bolting cloths, chests, and machinery are in the modern style with elevators, hopper-boy, etc. all in good order”. 
This suggests that several of the automated milling technologies first introduced in America by Oliver Evans in the 1780s. Basics of the new technologies 
were spread by word of mouth and, eventually, by the publication of Evans’ book, The Young Mill-wright’s and Miller’s Guide. These changes were adopted at 
other mills in Maryland around this time, most notably the successful mills of the Ellicott Brothers at their mills along the Patapsco. 

In 1808, John Randall and John Muir sold the Millseat property to Francis Cromwell for £2,000. Cromwell was a prominent citizen and major landholder in 
Anne Arundel County and after his death in 1813, Millseat Enlarged was left to his eldest son Zachariah. Zachariah died only four short years later. His heirs, 
who retained ownership of the mill for many years, apparently did not reside on the property, instead living in Baltimore City. In 1834, Millseat was sold for 
$1012.50 to Charles Waters by Zachariah’s heirs. 

Charles Waters amassed a large estate, which he called Waterford, in the Third District of Anne Arundel County. The estate comprised approximately 594 
acres at the time of his death, including the mill at Millseat. Henceforth, Millseat was called Waterford. Another deed for the sale of land identifies Waters as a 
miller. Charles died in about 1846 and the executor of his estate sold the property to Henry A. Williams and Addison Johnson in June of 1851, provided they 
allow Waters’ widow to continue to reside on the estate for her remaining days. It was sold for approximately $10 per acre.

By the mid 19th century the commercial enterprise of the Mill at Waterford had diminished severely in scope. The Special Manufacturing Census for the Third 
District of Anne Arundel County in 1850 listed no grist or saw mills, an omission suggesting that the mill’s annual output may have become too marginal to 
merit inclusion in the enumeration. Nineteenth century manufacturing censuses enumerated only those enterprises with an annual production of more than 
$500. An 1860 map of the county indicates that only a gristmill, with a blacksmith’s shop and residence were presents. And the 1860 Special Manufacturing 
Census states that the “Alfred Williams estate” included a single water-powered mill producing 7,000 bushels of flour and meal annually. After that time, the 
mill changed hands numerous times, and all indications are that it continued to decline in productivity and property value. It is thought that the decline in the 
property goes hand-in-hand with the growing dominance of Baltimore in the wheat and flour trades in the decades following the Revolutionary War.

The first archeological investigation to focus on the mill property specifically, occurred in 1992 as part of Section 106 review and compliance for the 
construction of a new dam spillway. The dam for Lake Waterford (near which the mill is sited) was to be replaced and the construction of the new dam and 
spillway would destroy 18AN432. Thus, Phase II testing was required to determine the site’s eligibility for listing on the NRHP. Research was geared towards 
attempting to locate specific elements of the mill landscape such as 1) traces of the headrace that should be located upstream from the mill, 2) traces of a 
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tailrace downstream from the mill, 3) a footprint typical for a mill with associated wheel pit, 4) the remains of a rock and gravel-filled timber-cribbed mill dam, 
and 5) the remains of ancillary structures such as the sawmill, domestic structures, and agricultural dependencies. In addition, material culture indicative of 
milling function would be expected to be present.

Fieldwork began with pedestrian reconnaissance, which identified the extant 0.9 – 1.2 m (3-4 ft) high U-shaped stone foundation of the former mill to the west 
of the former mill stream and north of Lake Waterford. The foundation was approximately 30 cm wide and constructed of mortar and field stone. Also located 
was a mill stone, purported to have originated from Wallace’s Mill, approximately 300 m southeast of the site. Though it cannot be directly linked to the site, it 
does appear to be a millstone of common form for the period.

A total of 32 shovel test pits (STPs) were then excavated at 5 m intervals along 9 transects (each also spaced 5 m apart). STPs measured ca. 40 cm in 
diameter and were excavated to 40 cm below surface, or 10 cm into sterile subsoil, whichever came first. Soils were removed by natural strata and sifted 
through hardware cloth. Thirty-four planned shovel tests were not excavated due to steep slopes, standing water, and obvious recent disturbance. Of the 32 
STPs excavated, only 13 contained cultural materials including bottle glass, window glass, wire nails, and pearlware. The STP profiles indicate significant 
disturbance.

Ten 1 X 1 m test units, placed to locate intact subsurface features (e.g., head race, tail race, outbuildings, etc.) were excavated in the site. These were 
excavated using shovel and trowel by arbitrary 10 cm levels within natural strata to sterile subsoil (on average, 62 cm below surface). All soils were screened 
and data were recorded on standardized forms. Representative plan views and profiles were drawn and photographed to professional standards. Again, soil 
profiles demonstrated the disturbed character of the site.

One test unit was placed 5 m southwest of the stone foundation in an attempt to determine if the foundation extended in that direction. Four test units were 
placed abutting the foundation in an attempt to locate a builder’s trench. No clear-cut evidence was located, but an apparent spoils pile from a de-construction 
episode was located. The remaining 5 units were placed to the south and east of the existing foundation in an attempt to locate a headrace, tailrace, or other 
associated features. Ultimately, the test units failed to locate any of the features researchers hoped to identify, or any other significant intact cultural features 
or artifact bearing strata.

A total of 1,233 historic artifacts were recovered in shovel tests and test units excavated in 1992 at Wallace’s Mill. Of these 1 was a transportation-related 
activity item, 918 were architectural materials, 4 were clothing objects, 141 were kitchen-related artifacts, 4 were personal items, and 165 were miscellaneous 
objects. Most of the architectural materials were nails and nail fragments (631 pieces), of which 521 were machine-cut, 28 were wire, 16 were spikes, 13 were 
hand-wrought, and 53 were unidentified. A total of 252 fragments of window glass , 1 piece of brick, 5 pieces of mortar, 3 bolts, 3 tacks, 3 staples, 7 screws, 2 
tiles/shingles, and 11 miscellaneous architectural items were also recovered. The kitchen assemblage consisted of 37 ceramic sherds, 98 pieces of kitchen 
glass, 3 animal bones, and 3 metal pot/pan fragments. No description is provided for the other classes of artifacts in the full site report. Diagnostics (primarily 
nails) date prior to the last quarter of the 19th century.

Again, the stratigraphic sequence revealed by both the shovel tests and test units reflects the generally disturbed nature of the site. In certain areas, slopes 
within the site area approach 45 degrees. Artifacts from the historic site were recovered in association with recent debris, including plastic cups, lids, and 
Styrofoam. Given the site’s proximity to the dam and spill way, it is likely that many of the historic remains found in the site were transported to this location in 
fill soils used in the construction of the dam, or they were carried in overburden from the periodic release of water from Lake Waterford.

Systematic efforts at locating either a headrace, a tailrace, a builder’s trench, or outbuildings associated with the mill foundation were not successful. Intensive 
subsurface testing also failed to locate or identify any significant intact cultural features, artifact-bearing strata, or spatially discrete artifact assemblages. 
Hence, the site lacks discrete units worthy of further analysis. The site has been extensively impacted by the construction of an adjacent paved parking lot, by 
Maryland Highway 648, and by an asphalt trail. These nearby construction activities have compromised the archeological integrity of the Wallace’s Mill site. 
Further archeological investigations at the Wallace’s Mill Site are not necessary or warranted.


