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Site Location and Environmental Data:

m

m Site slope 6-10%

Name (if any) Rhode River

 Nearest Surface Water

Stream/riverOcean

Estuary/tidal river

Tidewater/marsh

Swamp

Lake or pond

Spring

SCS soil & sediment code 33) MvC2

Ethnobotany profile available

 Topography

Floodplain Saltwater Freshwater

Maritime site

Interior flat

Hilltop/bluff

Upland flat

Ridgetop

Terrace

Low terrace

High terrace

Hillslope

Unknown

Rockshelter/
cave

Other

Temporal & Ethnic Contextual Data:

Maritime-related

 Ethnic Associations (historic only)

Y=Confirmed, P=Possible

 Prehistoric

Village

Hamlet

Base camp

Multi-component

Rockshelter/cave

Shell midden

Rock art

Earthen mound

Misc. ceremonial

Quarry/extraction

Cairn

Burial area

Production area

Fish weir

STU/lithic scatter

Unknown

Other context

Physiographic province Western Shore Coastal 

Maryland Archaeological Research Unit No. 7

Site Function Contextual Data:

Domestic

Urban/Rural?

Homestead

Farmstead

Plantation

Mansion

Row/townhome

Cellar

Privy

Industrial

Mining-related

Quarry-related

Mill

Black/metalsmith

Furnace/forge

Other

Transportation

Canal-related

Road/railroad

 Wharf/landing

Bridge

Ford

Military

Commercial

Trading post

Store

Tavern/inn

Battlefield

Fortification

Encampment

Educational

Religious

 Historic

Church/mtg house

Ch support bldg

Burial area

Cemetery

Sepulchre

Isolated burial

Townsite

Bldg or foundation

Possible Structure

Post-in-ground

Frame-built

Masonry

Other structure

Non-domestic agri

Recreational

Midden/dump

Spring or well

Artifact scatter

Unknown

Other context

Flotation samples taken Y

 Prehistoric context samples Soil samples taken Y

Other samples taken Pollen,oyster 
shells

Flotation samples taken

Historic context samples Soil samples taken

Other samples taken

 Ownership

Interpretive Sampling Data:

Slave related
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Diagnostic Artifact Data:

 Projectile Point Types

Clovis

Hardaway-Dalton

All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts

Palmer

Kirk (notch)

Kirk (stem)

Le Croy

Morrow Mntn

Guilford

Brewerton

Otter Creek

Koens-Crispin

Perkiomen

Susquehana

Vernon

Piscataway

Calvert

Selby Bay

Jacks Rf (notch)

Jacks Rf (pent)

Madison/Potomac

Levanna

 Prehistoric Sherd Types

Marcey Creek

Dames Qtr

Selden Island

Accokeek

 Wolfe Neck

Vinette

Popes Creek

Coulbourn

 Watson

Mockley

Clemson Island

Page

Shepard

Townsend

Minguannan

Sullivan Cove

Shenks Ferry

Moyaone

Potomac Crk

Keyser

Yeocomico

Monongahela

Susquehannock

 Historic Sherd Types

Astbury

Borderware

Buckley

Earthenware

Other Artifact & Feature Types:

Flaked stone

 Prehistoric Artifacts

 Lithic Material Prehistoric Features

Ground stone

Stone bowls

Fire-cracked rock

Other lithics (all)

Ceramics (all)

Other fired clay

Human remain(s)

Modified faunal

Unmod faunal

Oyster shell

Floral material

Uncommon Obj.

Rimsherds Other

Midden

Shell midden

Postholes/molds

House pattern(s)

Palisade(s)

Mound(s)

Hearth(s)

Lithic reduc area

Storage/trash pit

Burial(s)

Ossuary

Unknown

Other

buried topsoil

Jasper

Chert

Rhyolite

Quartz

Quartzite

Fer quartzite

Chalcedony

Ironstone

Argilite

Steatite

Sandstone

Sil sandstone

European flint

Basalt

Unknown

Other

Dated features present at site

Middle Woodland - Late Woodland shell midden

 Historic Artifacts  Historic Features

Pottery (all)

Glass (all)

Furniture

Arms

Clothing

Personal items

Tobacco related

Activity item(s)

Misc. kitchen

Human remain(s)

Faunal material

Floral material

Misc.

Other

Const feature

Foundation

Cellar hole/cellar

Hearth/chimney

Postholes/molds

Paling ditch/fence

Privy/outhouse

 Well/cistern

Trash pit/dump

Sheet midden

Planting feature

Road/walkway

Depression/mound

Burial(s)

Railroad bed

Earthworks

Mill raceway

 Wheel pit

Unknown

Other

All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts

Radiocarbon Data:

Sample 1: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 2: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 3: +/- years BP Reliability

Sample 4: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 5: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 6: +/- years BP Reliability

Sample 7: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 8: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 9: +/- years BP Reliability

Additional radiocarbon results available

Architectural

Creamware

Jackfield

Mn Mottled

North  Devon

Staffordshire

Tin Glazed

Porcelain

English Brown

Eng Dry-bodied

Nottingham

Rhenish

 Wt Salt-glazed

Stoneware

Pearlware

Ironstone

Whiteware
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Summary Description:

External Reference Codes (Library ID Numbers):

External Samples/Data: Collection curated at Smithsonian Environmental Research Center

Additional raw data may be available online

Smithsonian Pier West (18AN285) is a Middle to Late Woodland shell midden located south of Edgewater in Anne Arundel County, Maryland. The site is 
situated on a broad low terrace along the shore, and near the mouth, of the Rhode River. The Rhode River is a tributary of the nearby Chesapeake Bay. 
Embayed Creeks are situated to the north and south. The water is brackish and there are no fresh water sources nearby, except seasonal or intermittent 
streams in shallow ravines to the north and south of the site. Although cleared and under cultivation in the middle of the 17th century and later, two phases of 
secondary forest growth now cover most of the surrounding landscape. Larger tulip poplar and sweet gum trees cover most of the area, with smaller locust, 
sweet gum, oak, elm, and tulip poplar in the western portions of the site area. Ground cover is heavy throughout, consisting of honey suckle, wild grape, 
poison ivy, greenbriers, and other low shrubs and climbing vines. The Rhode River would have provided a wide range of food resources, including fish, 
shellfish, waterfowl, leafy plants, tubers, and terrestrial and marine mammals and reptiles. The nearby Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries would also have 
served as a natural corridor for transportation, communication, and trade. Soils at the site are well-drained loamy soils with fine sand of the Marr-Westphalia-
Sassafras association, subject to severe erosion, particularly on slopes. These well drained soils would have been attractive to both prehistoric and historic 
peoples.

The site was first identified in 1967, by Henry T. Wright of the University of Michigan. At the request of the Smithsonian Institution, Wright conducted a survey 
of two land tracts that the Smithsonian had recently acquired and on which they would be developing what was then called the Chesapeake Bay Center for 
Field Biology. The survey would document sites on the properties, which might otherwise be unwittingly damaged by future development of the Center. 

Wright’s 1967 work consisted primarily of a walkover survey of the two tracts. Visibility was poor, as much of the formerly plowed landscape was overgrown 
ands treefalls, animal burrows, and other opportunistic subsurface exposures were rare. Nonetheless, two concentrations of shell were noted along a terrace 
near the mouth of the Rhode River. These two shell heaps were designated the Smithsonian Pier Site (18AN284) and Smithsonian Pier West (18AN285). 
Future researchers would eventually determine that these two sites were really one very large midden and subsequent practice has been to consider the 
entire midden 18AN284. That practice is followed here. See the synopsis report for 18AN284 for a synthesis of the work conducted at this large shell midden 
(18AN284/18AN285).


