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The Zebron Site (18AN1405) consists of the archeological remains of a Middle Archaic short-term camp, as well as a 19th and 20th century farmstead in 
Severn, Anne Arundel County. The site is situated on a ridge west of Severn Run. At the time of the site’s discovery, a large timber-framed structure dating to 
the late 19th century was present and much of the site consisted of the ridge surrounding this farmhouse. The surrounding landscape is largely wooded, with 
non-tidal wetlands in low-lying areas. Soils at the site are primarily Downer and Hammonton loamy sands.

Background information on the property where the site is located  revealed that the land was held throughout the 19th and into the 20th century by the Clark 
and Gardner families. The site encompasses an extant late 19th century structure listed on the Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties as the Disney Road 
Cross-Wing Farmhouse (MIHP# AA-1068). The farmhouse appears on USGS maps dating to 1907 and 1947.

The site was first identified during a Phase I survey in April and May of 2008 of the 15.1 acre Zebron Propert. Ultimately, the project was expanded to a Phase 
II level of inquiry. Plans had been submitted to the county to subdivide the property for residential development. The archeological work was carried out in 
compliance with Article 17, Title 6-502 of the Anne Arundel County Subdivision Regulations as requested by the Anne Arundel County Department of Planning 
and Zoning. This legislation requires consideration for archeological resources during the course of the subdivision review process.

The 2008 combined Phase I/II project entailed a systematic walkover survey, the excavation of shovel test pits (STPs), and 1 X 1 m test units. The Zebron 
property was first walked to locate extant above-ground features and to document the interior of an extant farmhouse dating to the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. Wooded areas of the property, where visibility was poor and archeological sensitivity was thought to be quite high, were shovel tested at 20 m 
intervals. In addition, STPs were placed judgmentally at the discretion of the field supervisor in order to ensure coverage of all areas of potential. STPs were 
35 cm in diameter and extended at least 10 cm into undisturbed natural subsoil. All manually excavated soil was passed through hardware cloth. A total of 78 
STPs were excavated within the Zebron property. This research led to the identification of Site 18AN1405. Based on the results of the pedestrian and STPs 
surveys, four 1 X 1 m units were excavated. These units were excavated by natural stratigraphy and where strata were thick, by 10 cm arbitrary levels. Written 
records were kept detailing the excavation of each unit and units were photographed and drawn in profile and plan as appropriate. Manually excavated soil 
was passed through hardware mesh to insure uniform recovery of artifacts. All excavation units were recorded on a map of the site and the soil profile of each 
unit was also recorded. Narrative field notes and photographs were also produced to document the results of the field investigation.

The pedestrian reconnaissance survey of the Zebron property revealed a number of cultural features typical of a 19th to 20th century farmstead. In addition to 
the historic farmhouse (see above) other standing structures included a barn, a garage, four wooden sheds, and an outhouse. A concrete foundation 
(probably associated with the barn) and possible cistern were also identified during the pedestrian survey.

A total of 78 STPs were excavated with 23 producing historic artifacts in the vicinity of the structural complex. The extent of the artifact scatter roughly 
corresponded to topographic boundaries of the high, relatively flat landform occupied by the house and outbuildings. Though the majority of the artifacts 
appeared to date to the mid to late 20th century, the Phase I assemblage also included four sherds of 19th century whiteware (1820-1890) and one pearlware 
sherds (1780-1830). In addition, 9 prehistoric lithics and 1 piece of fire-cracked rock were recovered from five adjacent STPs in the south lawn of the house. 
The prehistoric material was concentrated near the south end of the landform in apparent plowzone contexts that also yielded historic artifacts. A single flake 
was recovered from the sandy subsoil of one STP. Site 18AN1405 was defined as a multi-component site encompassing the farmhouse, outbuildings, and 
historic and prehistoric artifact concentrations.

The full Phase I assemblage from 18AN1405 consisted of 1 piece of wire, 3 brick fragments, 10 nails, 26 pieces of window glass, 7 ceramic sherds (1 
pearlware, 4 nineteenth century whiteware, 1 modern whiteware, and 1 ironstone), 23 pieces of bottle glass, 6 pieces of animal bone, 1 unidentified metal 
fragment, 6 quartz flake, 2 quartzite flakes, 1 quartz shatter fragments, and a piece of fire-cracked rock.  

The Phase II test units exhibited a typical plowzone/subsoil stratigraphy, with minor exception, all artifacts confined to the plowzone. These artifacts consisted 
predominantly of architectural debris (nails and window glass) along with smaller quantities of bottle glass and ceramics. Smaller quantities of prehistoric 
lithics were also recovered. No features were identified.

The full Phase II prehistoric assemblage consisted of 67 objects, all flaked stone lithics. The prehistoric items included a quartz Halifax side-notched point 
(Middle Archaic), 2 quartz biface fragments, 1 retouched quartz flake, 60 other quartz flakes, a worked quartz cobble, a worked quartzite cobble, and a rhyolite 
flake. The historic assemblage consisted of 10 activity items (5 toy parts, 2 pieces of lamp glass, a piece of hardware, a mechanical pencil, and a terra cotta 
flowerpot sherd), 372 architectural artifacts (5 pieces of brick, 1 architectural ceramic object, 82 pieces of window glass, 30 wire nails, 252 unidentified nails, 1 
construction staples, and a bolt), 2 clothing items (a brass clip and a brass button), 238 kitchen-related artifacts (98 ceramic sherds, 2 glass lid liners, 134 
pieces of container glass, 1 crown cap, and 3 animal bones), 1 tobacco-related artifact (a 5/64th ball clay pipestem), 1 arms object (a shotgun shell), and 35 
miscellaneous objects (11 unidentified metal pieces, a piece of plastic, 1 piece of charcoal, 19 pieces of coal, and 3 slag fragments). The ceramic assemblage 
included 1 piece of slipware, 6 pearlware sherds, 3 porcelain sherds, 22 ironstone sherds, 7 miscellaneous stoneware sherds, 46 whiteware, 5 yelloware, 4 
redware sherds, and 4 unidentified ceramic sherds.

The Zebron Site (18AN1405) was identified as encompassing most of the ridge upon which the Disney Road Cross-Wing Farmhouse (MIHP# AA-1068) 
stands. This multi-component archeological site exhibited both a confined prehistoric component as well as components associated with the 19th and 20th 
century occupation of the property. The Phase II evaluation in 2008 revealed that the site was confined to the plowzone and retained little integrity. No further 
archeological investigation of the site is warranted.


