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The Cranberry Swamp site (18AN129), also known as the Cranberry Bog site and Wright # S/MA-2, is a stratified Early Woodland and Late Woodland base 
camp near Crownsville in Anne Arundel County. The site is situated on a terrace above a tributary creek to the Severn River. The cranberry bog, from which 
the site draws its name, is located northeast and adjacent to 18AN129, a type of eco-niche which is relatively rare this far south. The surrounding landscape is 
largely comprised of gently rolling upland terrain and low bluffs or terraces dissected by intermittent drainages and small areas of tidal wetlands. The diverse 
local fauna would be expected to include upland species such as whitetail deer, rabbit, fox, raccoon, squirrel, wetland species such as ducks, geese, a variety 
of shore birds, muskrat, and several species of crab and turtle, as well as fish and shellfish species present in the Severn River. Soils at the site consist 
largely of Sassafras and Evesboro well-drained sandy loams overlying clayey loams.

The first documented archeological work at Site 18AN129 occurred in the late 1950s. At that time, Dr. Henry Wright from the University of Michigan, 
Department of Anthropology, tested the site with the excavation of three formal test units and a surface collection. The interpretation of the findings was that 
the site was stratified and evidenced the remains of multiple Woodland components. One of the units also produced evidence for what was classified as a “fire 
pit associated with Marcey Creek ceramics”. Artifacts recovered during the 1958-1959 fieldwork include 1 sand-tempered sherd, 28 shell-tempered sherds, 7 
quartz-tempered sherds, 28 steatite-tempered sherds, 2 quartz lanceolate points, a rhyolite biface, 2 quartzite bifaces, 3 quartz scrapers, 7 chert flakes, at 
least 2 jasper flakes, 18 rhyolite flakes, 23 quartz flakes, 26 quartzite flakes, 2 hammerstones, 33 pieces of hematite, 15 pebbles, 67 pieces of ironstone, fire-
cracked rock (estimated at 10 pieces), 21 pieces of shell, 17 charcoal fragments, and 5 pieces of bone.

No additional documented work occurred at the site until 1992, when a combined Phase I survey and Phase II testing program led to examination of the site. 
The work was carried out because of (then) planned upgrades to an existing Baltimore Gas and Electric (BG&E) 115kV transmission line. Phase I work was 
carried out throughout the electrical line right-of-way (ROW), but since 18AN129 was a known site that fell within the ROW, Phase II testing was immediately 
carried out in the Cranberry Swamp area.

Phase II testing at 18AN129 consisted of the excavation of nine 1 m test units excavated down to an average depth of 90 cm. The shallowest unit was 
excavated to a depth of 35 cm, while the deepest extended to a depth of 1.5 meters. With the exception of a test unit which evidenced deep fill soils, all test 
units were excavated down to the point where the water table made further excavation impossible and/or down below the maximum depth of the cultural 
deposits. Test units were excavated using arbitrary 10 cm levels within identifiable strata. All hand excavated soil matrices were screened through hardware 
cloth and all units were backfilled after recordation. Recordation included field notes, profile description, photos, and drawings.

Seven of the Phase II test units were placed in the area of direct impact for the transmission line upgrades. The testing resulted in the recovery of 523 
artifacts, including 453 prehistoric items and 70 historic/modern objects. One hundred and thirty-five of the artifacts were recovered from the A horizon 
mantling the site or from fill levels. The remaining 388 artifacts were recovered from the B horizon or subsoil levels of the site. Artifacts were recovered from 7 
of the 9 test units and the test unit profiles appeared to be entirely undisturbed in four of the units. These undisturbed units exhibited a profile of a 20-25 cm 
thick A horizon comprised of a brown sand. The A horizon was underlain by a 10 to 20 cm thick subsoil horizon comprised of tan/yellow colored coarse sand, 
which was in-turn underlain by additional subsoil levels consisting of fine yellow/white sand. Prehistoric artifacts were recovered down to a depth of up to 80 or 
90 cm, in 3 of these units. Those below 70 cm were very small (tertiary flakes) and could have migrated from above through the sandy matrix soils of the site.

Undisturbed midden soils were located in three of the units located on the periphery of the highest point of the site. This suggests disposal of food wastes 
away from the principal habitation/work areas. The midden deposits were comprised of fragments of oyster and clam shell, as well as a few fragments of 
burned bone, including what were identified as fragments of turtle carapace and a single fragment of long bone. The largest of the turtle carapace fragments 
was less than 1.27 cm (1/2 in) square, and could therefore not be speciated. The long bone fragment was 2.54 cm (1 in) long by .64 cm (1/4 in) wide and .64 
cm thick, and could have only come from a large mammal. The only types of large mammal native to the area during the Woodland period would have 
included deer, bear and elk. Although all of these species have been identified in the faunal assemblages at prehistoric sites, bear and elk are rarely 
represented, while deer remains often constitute the bulk of the food remains associated with terrestrial species. Aside from the midden, no additional cultural 
features were encountered.

The prehistoric assemblage recovered during the 1992 Phase II testing included 7 lithic tools, 411 pieces of flake debitage, 26 fragments of fire-cracked rock, 
and 9 pieces of pottery. The seven stone tool s included a quartzite bifurcate point, a quartz lanceolate biface, a rhyolite biface, a quartz contracting stem 
biface fragment, a quartzite contracting stem biface fragment, a quartz uniface, and a quartzite uniface. The prehistoric ceramics included 1 Marcey Creek 
sherd, 1 Mockley sherd, 3 Potomac Creek sherds, 1 Townsend sherd, and 3 unidentifiable pottery fragments. The diagnostics that were recovered from the 
four units that exhibited no evidence of disturbance included younger artifacts uin the upper strata and older artifacts in the lower strata. The debitage 
consisted of 260 quartz flakes, 79 quartzite flakes, 51 rhyolite flakes, and 21 other flakes (chert and jasper). The recovery of raw materials in the four intact 
test units exhibited a pattern that suggests horizontal integrity in addition to the vertical integrity exhibited by the distribution of diagnostics. Units exhibit 
relatively large proportions of rhyolite and quartzite in the lower levels, while quartz tends to dominate in the upper strata.

Historic artifacts, all of which were recovered from the A horizon of the site and introduced fill levels, consisted mostly of fragments of modern bottle glass, 
wire nails, shell casings, occasional fragments of plastic, coal and slag. These materials have not been included in the artifact tables above.

The stratigraphic and artifactual data obtained in the course of the testing all tend to indicate that the undisturbed portions of Site 18AN129 are largely 
confined to the eastern half of the Baltimore Gas and Electric ROW and may extend further east. Diagnostic artifacts recovered from the upper levels of the 
site along with faunal remains indicate that the Late Woodland occupation of the site involved the procurement and processing of upland, wetland, and 
estuarine resources, as well as some base camp maintenance activities including tool manufacture and the maintenance of curated tool kits. The Late 
Woodland occupation may have consisted of a series of short-term procurement camps which were revisited for purposes of obtaining seasonally available 
resources. Alternatively, it could represent a micro-band base camp occupied on a somewhat more permanent basis. The Early Woodland occupation 
appears to have been somewhat more restricted, and based on the data recovered to date, appears to represent a specialized procurement camp, evidencing 
a limited range of activities which included tool maintenance and hunting.

Evidence for additional components is sparse, but does include a number of artifacts, all of which were recovered from disturbed contexts. These include an 
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Early Archaic component represented by a bifurcate point and two additional Woodland components each represented by a single sherd of pottery. These 
Woodland components are evidenced by Marcey Creek soapstone-tempered pottery dating from ca. 1000 BC to ca. 800 BC, and a Mockley corded sherd 
dating from ca AD 200 to ca. AD 800.

Based on the Phase II testing at the Cranberry Swamp site (18AN129), the site is known to have a relatively high degree of integrity and research potential. 
The site has been determined to be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. There is evidence of stratification at the site, with Late 
Woodland period artifacts overlying an Early Woodland component with contracting-stem stone tools.  While the excavations revealed disturbed soils in the 
western portion of 18AN129, the eastern part of the site appeared to be intact. The physical integrity of this eastern portion and the demonstrated potential of 
the site to provide important information on the prehistoric themes of settlement, subsistence, technology, and environmental adaptation all suggest that the 
site is an important resource capable of contributing to our understanding of Maryland prehistory.


