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The Governor Bridge site (18AN1142) is the archeological remnants of a series of Middle and Late Archaic, as well as Early and Middle Woodland short-term 
resource procurement camps east of Bowie in Anne Arundel County. The site is situated on a wooded bluff on the eastern bank of the Patuxent River. Today, 
the property on which the site is located is owned and managed by the Anne Arundel County Department of Recreation and Parks. A freshwater spring lies 
just to the south and a small creek runs to the north. Much of the surrounding landscape is marshy. A few deteriorated 20th century buildings are situated on 
the same bluff, along with the remains of a 19th and early 20th century mill (MIHP# AA-849). Soils at the site are primarily Collington, Wist and Westphalia 
soils.

The site was first identified in 1950, however, it was not assigned an official Maryland State Site number until 1983. The site was discovered by Clifford Evans 
and Betty J. Meggers, two Smithsonian archeologists who first documented the site on property owned by Ms. Meggers parents. In 1950 most of the site was 
wooded, with the exception of three areas cleared for gardens. The site was identified in two of the garden areas, where artifacts were exposed by plowing 
and disking activities. The third garden had previously been dredged for gravel, which would have removed any artifacts present. 

From 1950 to 1955, Evans and Meggers conducted surface collection. This appears to have been fairly unsystematic, although approximate locations were 
recorded. Artifacts were recovered from an area roughly 67 m (220 ft) north-south by 30.5 m (100 ft) east-west in the two fields. Artifacts recovered included 
30 projectile points or point fragments, 1 biface, 1 large blunt-nosed stemmed scraper, flakes (minimally estimated at 5), and 2 small hammerstones. Among 
the projectile points are 3 triangular points, 4 possible Selby Bays, and 1 Rossville. No ceramics were encountered during the work of the 1950s. Eventually, 
this collection was donated to the Maryland Historical Trust and is included in the Maryland Archeological Conservation (MAC) Lab as accession 
1999.034.001. The site received no additional (documented) attention until 2009, when it was the subject of a state-sponsored survey.

In 2009, a multi-year study was begun to examine the Middle Woodland time period of prehistory. The Lost Towns Project, based out of Anne Arundel County, 
was awarded a non-capital grant from the Maryland Historical Trust to further examine the period with a focus on Anne Arundel County and Central Maryland. 
The site was visited in February of that year as part of the initial reconnaissance stage of the project. All of the known 169 previously recorded Middle 
Woodland sites in the county were re-visited and their potential to yield additional information was assessed. Literature review was also conducted as a 
means of background research. 

After the initial reconnaissance, Lost Towns determined that 18AN1142 had significant potential and included it in the list of eight sites that they would be 
revisiting to conduct more rigorous testing. Ultimately, time and budget constraints would only permit the researchers to re-visit four of the planned 8 Middle 
Woodland sites, but 18AN1142 was one of the sites that was tested.

During August of 2009, a Phase II-level of investigation was planned for the Governor Bridge site. However, as described below, a very low-density of 
prehistoric artifacts was observed during shovel testing, and excavation was aborted without proceeding to test unit excavation. By 2009, the cleared gardens 
that were present in the 1950s were entirely overgrown. However, based on the earlier maps, the 2009 investigations were placed in the area of the two 
gardens that produced artifacts from 1950-1955.

A grid was established on a north-south axis and a total of 22 shovel test pits (STPs) were excavated at 7.62-15.24 m (25-50 ft) intervals. No description of the 
excavation methods is provided in the project report, but presumably soils were screened through hardware cloth. The profiles revealed one or two strata that 
overlay subsoil, and varying amounts of gravel were noted in the soil column across the landform. A typical two horizon profile contained high amounts of 
gravel in the upper strata to a depth of about 30.5 cm (1 ft) and was underlain by culturally sterile subsoil. One STP located near the western edge of the bluff, 
possessed three horizons: an upper stratum of dark grayish brown sandy loam that overlay a similar gravel horizon seen elsewhere. Subsoil was a fairly 
consistent yellowish brown silty clay loam across the landform. This difference in stratigraphy is likely explained by varying amounts of historic period 
disturbance.

The 7.62 m grid was concentrated within the 1950s-era garden clearing that produced the densest concentrations of artifacts. While a number of fire-cracked 
rocks and several flakes were recovered from this area, only one sherd of prehistoric pottery and one projectile point were recovered. The gravelly soils made 
digging difficult, and a number of historic artifacts were recovered.

A total of 124 artifacts were recovered during the August 2009 excavations at 18AN1142. Of these, 65 were historic period ceramics, glass and architectural 
materials, while 51 were likely prehistoric fire-cracked rock and debitage. The only definitive prehistoric materials were one sherd of sand-tempered prehistoric 
pottery (possibly cord-marked Pope’s Creek) and 1 crude stemmed quartz point. The one oyster shell and 5 charcoal flecks recovered cannot be designated 
as either historic or prehistoric. They have not been included in the tables above.

Historic artifacts recovered included 2 window glass fragments, 1 red brick, 26 nails (wrought, cut, wire), 1 creamware sherd, 4 whiteware sherds, 1 gray salt-
glazed stoneware sherd, 4 redware sherds, 2 white clay pipe stems, and 24 vessel glass shards. The architectural materials clustered in the southeastern 
portion of the site, the reported former location of the miller’s house associated with the aforementioned 19th-20th century mill.

Presumed prehistoric artifacts included the rough stemmed projectile point, 5 cores or tested cobbles, 11 flakes, 4 pieces of shatter, 30 fragments of fire-
cracked rock, and 1 possible Pope’s Creek sherd. The prehistoric artifacts were rather evenly distributed across the landform, with a slight increase in density 
along the western edge. This may be more because of the historic mill and subsequent disturbance located on the eastern edge than a true reflection of 
prehistoric preference. No potential prehistoric features were noted in any of the shovel test pits. 

The prehistoric component of the Governor Bridge site, 18AN1142, was interpreted as a temporary resource procurement and camp site utilized throughout 
the Archaic and Woodland periods. The site appears to have been used sporadically, but not as a permanently inhabited village or hamlet. A large portion of 
the bluff is within the 100 year floodplain of the Patuxent, and the entire landform is encompassed by the FEMA floodplain. This suggests that the area was 
prone to flooding and would only have been utilized on a temporary basis. 

The low artifact density and apparent evidence of disturbance from the historic activities at the site limit the potential of the site to answer research questions 
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related to Maryland prehistory. The maximum interpretive value of the site may come primarily from the extant collections and documentation rather than from 
additional (future) excavation. In any event, the site is likely to be protected due to its location on Anne Arundel County park lands.


