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Fire-cracked rock

Other lithics (all)

Ceramics (all)

Other fired clay

Human remain(s)

Modified faunal

Unmod faunal

Oyster shell

Floral material

Uncommon Obj.

Rimsherds Other

Midden

Shell midden
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Dated features present at site
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Sheet midden

Planting feature

Road/walkway

Depression/mound
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All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts

Radiocarbon Data:
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Sample 7: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 8: +/- years BP Reliability Sample 9: +/- years BP Reliability
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The Chaney’s Hills site (18AN1084) was the site of a farmstead built and inhabited by English colonist Richard Chaney and his family between approximately 
1658 and 1685. It is located south of Maiden Creek Court, in the community of Davidsonville, and east of Flat Creek, which drains into the South River on 
Maryland’s western shore. At the time that the site was discovered, the area surrounding it was a secondary woodland containing sparse amounts of 
undergrowth, upon a level upland circumscribed by gentle to moderate slopes to the south and west. A large portion of the site has since been disturbed by 
the construction of a house.

The archival record indicates that several land transactions took place at the Chaney’s Hills site (18AN1084) during the period of 1658 - 1707. In 1658, 
Richard Chaney requested 100 acres of land for himself and his wife, Charity. In 1659, a land patent for 100 acres was issued to Richard Chaney, and the 
property was alternatively referred to as Cheney’s Hills or Chaney’s Hills in the same document. This was apparently the first historic period occupation of the 
site. A 1707 court record indicates that John Gray purchased the Chaney’s Hills property from Richard Chaney sometime before 1686. The property was later 
merged with other properties and lost the name Chaney’s Hills. It passed through many owners throughout the 18th and 19th centuries before it was acquired 
by CJV Joint Venture in 1971. Parts of the site had been plowed for cultivation until the early 20th century. By the mid 20th century, fallow agricultural fields 
had transitioned to secondary forest.

This site was identified in June of 1998 by Hettie Ballweber of ACS Consultants during a Phase I survey in advance of construction of the CJV Joint Venture 
housing development project. The area surrounding the site was surveyed with 28 shovel test pits at 15 meter intervals, combined with surface collection of 
ground exposed areas around perc tests and along the existing trail. Of the 28 tests, only STP 4 contained 2 brick fragments. Consequently shovel test pits 
were excavated at close intervals around the positive test and STP 27 yielded an additional artifact. The site limits were loosely defined based upon the 
surface collected material and positive shovel test pits. Based on the types of artifacts recovered, the site was determined to represent a late 17th to early 
18th century occupation. Artifacts recovered included clay pipe fragments, a redware vessel fragment, a silver plated utensil handle, a lead ball, and two brick 
fragments.

Between July 13 and August 27, 1998, ACS Consultants conducted Phase II testing of the site. Fieldwork consisted of shovel test pits at 20-foot intervals 
across the site and a series of 5x5-foot excavation units. Shovel testing yielded significant information concerning specific artifact concentrations. In total, 124 
shovel test pits were excavated across the hilltop, and artifacts were recovered in 56 of the pits. The test pits yielding artifacts were found across the site 
locus, but many of the positive pits were located on a south-facing slope suggesting that the artifacts were transported to their locations via possible 
downslope erosion. 

Artifact distribution indicated several discrete, functionally separate artifact clusters, which clearly denoted distinct activity loci or former buildings at the site. 
The pattern of distribution observed for the total artifact inventory was generally representative of the spatial pattern for the various functional groupings as 
well.

Several concentrations of architectural items, principally nails, were attributed to the possible presence of several structures within the site area. Kitchen group 
artifacts, which included ceramics and glass vessel fragments, were also found to be concentrated in one section of the site, particularly north of the existing 
trail bisecting the site. Tobacco pipes were also concentrated in the same general area. 

Based on the information gleaned from the shovel test pits, 10 units (measuring 5x5 feet) were excavated in areas of greatest artifact concentrations and 
around Shovel Test Pit 81 which yielded artifacts and soils’ data suggesting that a cultural feature was present. Two additional units were excavated in an 
area determined by Anne Arundel County archaeologists as containing potential cultural features after conducting a geophysical survey of the hilltop.

Feature 1 was a post hole and post mold. Feature 2 was the feature from STP 81. The STP yielded numerous brick fragments, window glass fragments, 
ceramic sherds, and nail fragments. Several Test Units were opened to explore this large feature. In plan view, the feature consisted of an amorphous shape. 
The matrix consisted of a 10YR 5/4 (yellowish brown) very friable silty loam containing charcoal and charcoal flecking. Numerous friable light orange to red 
brick fragments were found in the center of the feature along with a dense concentration of charcoal. The brick fragments contained small inclusions of ground 
quartz and sand making them extremely light and porous. The subsoil within the test units consisted of a 10YR 5/6 (yellowish brown) silty clay. The 7.5 feet 
long by 7.25 feet wide feature, in plan view, was tentatively interpreted as the remains of a possible chimney fall based on the presence of the charcoal and 
brick fragments. Also found while delineating the feature were window glass fragments, indicating that the feature was structure-related. 

Since the feature was only mapped in plan view and photographed, and was not excavated, an exact interpretation could not be made regarding its function. 
However, based on types of artifacts recovered from the test units, this feature clearly dates to the late 17th century and/or early 18th century.

Also defined in Test Unit 11 were the remains of another possible cultural feature, but it could not be delineated by troweling. This anomaly could be discerned 
only because it exhibited a slight textural difference from the silty clay subsoil. It could have been a residual anomaly associated with nearby Feature 2.

Artifacts collected by ACS during Phase I and II work on the site numbered 1,657, and they represent a late 17th-early 18th-century occupation. These 
included a late 17th-century key, tobacco pipe bowls indicative of the 17th century, tobacco bore diameters which yielded a mean date of 1692.42, window 
glass fragments with slight impressions indicating that the panes of glass were fitted into lead cames, an actual window lead fragment (but with no date 
impressed within), and late 17th-18th century ceramics.

Because the historical and archaeological evidence dated occupation at the site to the late 17th and early 18th centuries, and since there were intact cultural 
features at the site, it was determined that Phase III excavations should take place to add important information to the early history and development of Anne 
Arundel County.

Phase III excavations were conducted in 1999 by Anne Arundel County’s Lost Towns Project. The excavation of 87 additional 5x5-foot units by the Lost Towns 
Project revealed the footprints of two mid-17th-century earthfast structures. A 28x17-foot building, the larger of the two footprints, has an unusual 17th-century 
period layout with a front entrance set off to the left and two side-by-side rooms divided by an interior fireplace. An additional trash pit or possible cellar feature 
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(approximately 5x5 feet) was located about 90 feet to the south of the primary building. The surface dimension of this feature was recorded but no additional 
testing was conducted.

Recovered ceramics include types typically found at sites from the second half of the 17th century in the Chesapeake, including such temporally diagnostic 
pieces as Border Ware, North Devon Sgraffito Slipware, Spring Molded Blue and Manganese decorated Rhenish stoneware, and Rhenish brown stoneware. 
Lead-back tin-glazed (“Delftware”) earthenware, typical of the first half of the 17th century, was also recovered. White salt-glazed stoneware, very common on 
18th century sites, is not present at 18AN1084. 

A total of 1,689 clay tobacco pipe fragments were recovered from the site. Age estimation based on their bore width produced mean manufacture dates of 
1689 and 1691. The results obtained from the analysis of the recovered makers’ marks can be used to date the Chaney’s Hills site to between 1650 and 
1720, with the most likely dates between 1661 and 1689. An analysis of the style of each pipe found at the site was used to postulate a date range between 
1650 and 1680. A combined analysis of style and makers’ marks demonstrates that some of the clay tobacco pipes may have been produced as early as 
1651. These findings, augmented by existing archival records and recovered ceramics, support the theory that Chaney’s Hills was occupied from 1658 until 
just before Richard Chaney’s death in 1686.

The Phase III excavations also recovered two lead cloth bale seals, one with a crown-over-thistle motif. This 16mm seal has the crown-over-thistle motif with 
the number 3 next to it. A similar motif is sometimes seen in conjunction with the head of George I, but is also commonly associated with the reign of Charles 
II, an attribution that more closely fits the Chaney's Hills site's 17th-century chronology.

The Lost Towns Project conducted additional Phase III excavations at the site in 2005 and 2006. During these excavations, additional post hole remnant 
features were discovered adjacent to the location of the previously discovered hearth and post hole remnant features. It was determined that this must mean 
the structure was larger than 26 x 17 feet. 

Two fragments of a pewter tobacco pipe were also discovered, believed to be Native American in origin. Due to their fragile makeup, pewter pipes are rarely 
recovered in archaeological contexts. They typically occur on 17th and 18th-century sites, and are primarily associated with Native American burials. 
Ethnographic research and several primary and secondary sources suggest that pipes made of base metals (lead, pewter, iron) were fashioned and employed 
by Native American groups of the Northeast. Burial sites of the Seneca of upstate New York and the Susquehannock of south central Pennsylvania yield the 
largest number of pewter pipes on the eastern seaboard. The pewter pipe found by the Lost Towns Project is one of the few examples recovered in the 
Chesapeake region. Several sources classify pewter pipes specifically as “trade pipes”, suggesting that these pewter pipes held symbolic, social, and political 
significance, unlike the utilitarian pipes made of clay or terra cotta. One can best surmise that this was an item of trade, possibly obtained by Richard Cheney, 
who occupied the property between 1658-1686.

The full extent of 2005-2006 excavations is not known because no formal report of them was published. Between September 2009 and August 2010, a large 
house was constructed on the site. The construction appears to have disturbed a majority of the site area.


