Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
WA-HAG-243

274 E Memorial Boulevard

Hagerstown, Maryland

1930-2019

Public

Capsule Summary:
The historic district includes one contributing site, three contributing structures, seven non-

contributing buildings and thirteen non-contributing structures which together form former
recreational complex in use from 1930 until its formal closure in 2022. The 9.25-acre complex
includes exterior parking in the north, east, and south, the stadium and ballfield at the west side of
the property and associated buildings and structures ringing the south, west, and north edges of the
ballfield. Until its demolition in May of 2022 the Municipal Stadium was one of the oldest

surviving Minor League stadiums remaining in the United States.

The field is oriented so that the pitcher faces southwest and the batter to the northeast. A high
stone and concrete block wall, painted green, encloses the ballfield on the southeast and northeast
outfield sides. The stone portions of the wall are older, dating from the initial construction of the
stadium, with later twentieth century modifications. Chain link fencing encloses the remainder of
the field, separating the bleachers, grandstand, and concession areas from the playing field. A
gravel-surfaced border forms a perimeter around the baseball field. The pitchers’ bull pen is
located at the east edge of the outfield, nearly directly behind the pitcher’s mound. The batting
cage, constructed in 1999 is at the north edge of the field. The scoreboards are along the northeast
edge of the outfield wall, including both a manually operated scoreboard dating from 1984 and a

digital scoreboard installed in 2011.



In addition to the ballfield and original segments of the outfield wall, surviving historic
components of the Municipal Stadium include the west side bleacher structure, constructed circa
1948 or 1952, and the 1959 stonewalls bounding Town Run to the west. Although the Hagerstown
Municipal Stadium Historic District has many components that are less than 50 years old, it is
nevertheless historic in its role in professional baseball, both major and minor leagues, both for its
early adoption of night games and its association with several baseball stars such as Willie Mays,
Jim Palmer, and Bryce Harper who started their careers at Hagerstown. Although many of the
buildings and structures that are part of the stadium complex are less than 50 years old they are
part of the baseball complex and contribute to the feeling, association, and experience of the

ballpark.
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1. Name of Property Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex

historic

other

2. Location

street and number 274 E Memorial Boulevard __not for publication
city, town Hagerstown __ vicinity
county Washington

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name City of Hagerstown
street and number City Hall telephone 301-739-8577
city, town Hagerstown state  MD zip code 21740

4. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. courthouse liber 177 folio 286

city, town Hagerstown tax map 0307  tax parcel 0972 tax ID number 17022423

5. Primary Location of Additional Data

Contributing Resource in National Register District

Contributing Resource in Local Historic District

Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER

Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT

Other:

6. Classification

Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count
x__district x__public agriculture landscape Contributing Noncontributing

building(s) private commerce/trade x__recreation/culture 7 buildings

structure both defense religion 1 sites

site domestic social 3 13 structures

object education transportation objects
funerary work in progress Total
government unknown
health care vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resources
industry other: previously listed in the Inventory

0



7. Description Inventory No. WA-HAG-243

Condition
___excellent ____deteriorated
____good ____ruins
__ fair x__altered

The Hagerstown Municipal Stadium occupies an approximately nine-acre site located in southeastern Hagerstown, with the street
address of 274 E. Memorial Boulevard. The stadium complex occupies a triangular parcel bounded by Memorial Boulevard on the
south, Eastern Boulevard on the southeast, Cannon Avenue on the northeast and Town Run, a small creek confined between stone
walls on the west. The stone creek enclosure walls were constructed in 1959. The stadium fronts onto Memorial Boulevard.
Municipal Stadium has occupied this site since 1930 when the ball field was first constructed and continued in use through the 2019
season. The 2020 and 2021 seasons were not held, due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The stadium closed permanently and the local
baseball team, the Hagerstown Suns disbanded.

Hagerstown Municipal Stadium is recorded in this MIHP document as a historic district, because the complex includes a variety of
buildings and structures that supported the baseball operation, in addition to the playing field. The stadium is scheduled for
demolition, which prompted this recordation. The following physical description is based on a site visit on April 8, 2022, before
demolition began. The City of Hagerstown provided the construction dates for the various components of the stadium complex.
The stadium stands at the west side of the property with parking lots along the southeast and southwest portions of the tract. The
field is oriented so that the pitcher faces southwest and the batter to the northeast. A slight rise in terrain places the left field at a
slightly higher elevation than the rest of the field. A high stone and concrete block wall, painted green, encloses the ballfield on
the southeast and northeast outfield sides. The stone portions of the wall are older, dating from initial construction of the stadium.
The outfield wall was extended in height with concrete block and braced with steel buttresses in 1982. Lower portions of the wall
that are concrete block date from the early 1950s. Chain link fencing encloses the remainder of the field, separating the bleachers,
grandstand, and concession areas from the playing field. A gravel-surfaced border forms a perimeter around the baseball field. The
pitchers’ bull pen is located at the east edge of the outfield, nearly directly behind the pitcher’s mound. The batting cage, constructed
in 1999 is at the north edge of the field. The scoreboards are along the northeast edge of the outfield wall. There are two, a manually
operated scoreboard dating from 1984 and a digital scoreboard that was installed in 2011.

In addition to the playing field, another historic component of Municipal Stadium is the west side bleacher structure, which was
constructed circa 1948 or 1952. The bleachers are constructed of steel posts and beams, rising in height to elevate the seating.
Chain link fencing encloses the structure. The bench seats are metal. A metal pipe railing separates the first two rows of seating
from the rest of the bleachers. The first two rows have full seats rather than backless benches used for the remainder of the bleachers
and are reserved as VIP seating. The playing field, outfield wall, west bleachers and the Town Run walls are the historic components
of Hagerstown’s Municipal Stadium. The remaining structures and buildings date from the 1980s and later, most recently 2011,
and reflect the continuing use of the stadium for minor league baseball for 90 years.

The stadium’s main entrance is from the parking lot along Memorial Boulevard. The City of Hagerstown constructed a new entrance
plaza in 2005. It includes the entrance kiosk for ticket purchase and information. The entrance kiosk is a one-story rectangular
building constructed of rock-faced concrete block with a snap-joint standing seam hipped roof. The roof overhangs at each end of
the building, supported with concrete block columns. The overhang shelters the ticket windows. Just to the west of the entrance
kiosk is a larger one-story hip-roofed building, of rock-faced concrete block construction, which served as the Team Store.

Patrons accessed the stadium through a gate just to the northeast of the entrance plaza. Immediately to the west of the entrance gate
is a covered grandstand. It wraps around the west end of the field, immediately behind home plate. Atop the central section of the
grandstand is a shed-roofed frame press box with an adjoining open deck. A set of spiral metal stairs lead to the press box from the
back of the grandstand. The grandstand and press box were constructed in 1983. The grandstand is supported with steel columns
and has metal decking stepping upward with 12 rows of fold-down chair type seating separated into three sections. Metal pipe hand
railing runs up the center of each aisle of steps providing access to the rows of seats. Chain link fencing encloses the sides and back
of the grandstand, and netting covers the front to protect occupants from foul balls.

To the east of the main entrance is a second set of bleachers constructed in 1987. Like the older west side bleachers, this structure
has three rows of VIP seating at the front, field-side length of the bleacher structure. Situated immediately east of the south side
bleachers is a rectangular one-story hipped roof building constructed of rock-faced concrete block, which was built in 1992. It
houses the team offices, clubhouse, and locker rooms.
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A secondary entrance to the ballpark is located at the north end of the stadium, accessed from a small parking lot off Cannon
Avenue. A ticket booth for this entrance is a concrete block shed-roofed extension from the stadium wall. It appears to date from
approximately 1980. South of this entrance, between the left field wall and Town Run are various service and concession buildings
and structures. Immediately south of the north entrance ticketing area is a concrete block storage building with roll-up garage type
doors, that dates from 1984. Next, to the southwest, is a Beer Garden with an elevated wood deck and rows of wood picnic tables.
The beer garden was installed in 1992. To the southwest of the beer garden is a one story, hip-roofed concrete block kitchen and
food service building. To the west of the kitchen building is a one-story concrete block building with a hipped roof containing
restrooms.

Lighting for night games is an important part of the stadium’s components. Tall galvanized tapered metal poles tower above the
field, spaced at regular intervals. The poles have projecting spikes on either side to allow service personnel to climb to the top to
change bulbs and perform other maintenance work. At the top of the poles there is a small catwalk for access to the twelve lamps
atop each pole.

Although not used since 2019, the stadium appeared at the time of the site visit to be in good condition. The municipal stadium,
however, has through its history been prone to flooding from Town Run and the Marsh Run along Memorial Boulevard.

Property History
The City of Hagerstown acquired 8.43 acres of the present 9.25 acre site in 1927 with the purchase of the former Rowland property

(liber 177, folio 286). The remaining property was acquired from the William Bester estate prior to March 1930 (Hagerstown
Morning Herald March 18, 1930). The initial plans laid out by the J. B. Ferguson Company (Hagerstown Morning Herald February
27, 1930), called for a stadium with an 1800 seating capacity, with a ball field surrounded by a running track (possibly never
constructed), and sufficient acreage to permit use for “football, soccer, and all other outdoor sports. (Hagerstown Morning Herald
March 18, 1930).” It also proposed eventual improvements for tennis courts and playground implements, however these letter
elements do not appear to have ever been built. Funding for the project was raised by the Hagerstown Athletic Field Association
and several local funding raising drives, such as the “Buy-a-Board” effort. The original complex was constructed in six short weeks
in the spring of 1930, and opening night was held May 8, 1930 when the Hagerstown Hubs of the Blue Ridge League played
Frederick (Hagerstown Morning Herald May 8, 1930). Later, in July of 1930 the City announced the intention to install lighting
for night games, and the first night game at Hagerstown was held at the stadium August 12, 1930 under lights supplied and installed
by the American Daylight Floodlighting Company (Hagerstown Daily Mail, August 12, 1930).

Maintenance appears to have been an issue during the Depression years, and by 1938, the stadium complex was in sufficient disrepair
that it was approved for renovation under Work Program Administration (WPA) funding (Hagerstown Daily Mail, March 4, 1938).
The program called for “...completing the grading inside the park, repairing and painting the fences, and putting the night lighting
system in first class condition (Hagerstown Daily Mail, March 4, 1938).” When completed in April of 1939, the final WPA work
included rebuilding the fence around the field, including moving both the right and left field fences to locations roughly 300 feet
from home base, improving and painting the grandstand, and grading work in the outfield (Hagerstown Daily Mail, April 22, 1939).

By 1948, there was again talk of rebuilding the stadium (context indicates this refers primarily to the grandstand and bleachers)
(Hagerstown Morning Herald June 12, 1948). It is possible that the westside bleachers date from this period, but it seems more
likely that they date from 1952 (Hagerstown Daily Mail, April 15, 1952). In general, a number of improvements were made in the
early 1950s, including improvements to the infield with soils brought from Montgomery County, construction of a new clubhouse,
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and new lights (Hagerstown Daily Mail, March 12, 1954). Stonewalls were added along Town Run in 1959 to help control seasonal
flooding which impacted to the stadium fields (City of Hagerstown, personal communication 2022).

Sometime prior to 1970 a fire at the stadium destroyed a number of earlier features, including the earlier grandstand facilities. A
1970 review by the National Association of Professional Baseball Leagues concluded that the Municipal Stadium facilities at that
time were inadequate to support a Minor League team, citing the lack of grandstand, poor concession facilities and inadequate
restroom provisions (Hagerstown Morning Herald November 4, 1970). Minor League baseball would not return to the stadium until
1981, and a series of improvements and renovations took place across the early and mid-1980s, with a second program in the mid-
1990s. Although the stadium continued to host professional and amateur baseball up until 2019, it never recovered prominence in
the regional baseball system. After two years of Covid restriction (2020 and 2021) the stadium was closed. The complex was
demolished in May 2022.

An important draw at the stadium were Minor League games for the Hagerstown Hubs (Blue Ridge League (1930), the Middle
Atlantic League (1931) and the Interstate League 1941), the Hagerstown Owls (Interstate League 19411 949, the Hagerstown Braves
(Interstate League 1950—1952 and the Piedmont League 1953), the Hagerstown Packets of the Piedmont League (1954-1955),and
finally the Hagerstown Suns (the Carolina League (1981-1988), the Eastern League (1989-1992), and the South Atlantic League
(1993-2020). A small number of Negro League games were also hosted at the stadium although they do not appear to have ever
been a regular offering. And throughout the 1930s, later 1940s, 1950s, and 1950s the stadium was the site of fiercely contested local
amateur leagues. After the mid-1960s national and possible local spectator focus appears to have shifted not just football over
baseball, but also to Major League over Minor League. Fewer reports of local games appear in the Hagerstown papers, but this may
have been a function of reporting rather than actual participation and attendance.

A sampling of the local newspaper entries through the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s documented the wide range of events the stadium
hosted and its important role as a center of community interaction. The stadium played hosts to local and occasional national events,
including high school baseball, local amateur baseball leagues fielded by businesses and local entities, high school football games,
boxing and wrestling matches, music concerts, and even the occasional dog show and auto show. The 1988 US baseball team play
at exhibition game at the stadium prior to the Olympic Games (Bob Savitt, personal communication, 2022).



8. Significance Inventory No. WA-HAG-243

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
__1600-1699 __agriculture __economics __ health/medicine __ performing arts
__1700-1799 __archeology __ education __industry __ philosophy
__1800-1899 __architecture ___engineering __invention __ politics/government
x1900-1999 __art x_entertainment/ __landscape architecture __ religion
__2000- __ commerce recreation _law ___science
___ communications __ ethnic heritage __literature __social history
__ community planning  __ exploration/ __ maritime history __transportation
__conservation settlement __ military __ other:
Specific dates 1930-2019 Architect/Builder  J.B. Ferguson Company

Construction dates 1930, 1939, 1947, 1959, late 20"-early 21 century

Evaluation for:

National Register Maryland Register X not evaluated

Although the Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Historic District has many components that are less than 50 years old, it is nevertheless
significant under National Register Criteria A and C. The stadium was one of the first in professional baseball, both major and
minor leagues, to offer night baseball, and several baseball stars such as Willie Mays, Jim Palmer, and Bryce Harper played at
Hagerstown during their early careers. The design of the field with its unusual slightly elevated left field is an original feature of
the stadium, dating from 1930. Portions of the original outfield wall were also intact at the time of this recordation. The west
bleachers structure dating from the 1940s is another historic component of the stadium complex, along with the walls along Town
Run. Although many of the buildings and structures that are part of the stadium complex are less than 50 years old and therefore
labeled as non-contributing, they are part of the baseball complex and contribute to the feeling, association, and experience of the

ballpark.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property 9.25 acres
Acreage of historical setting 9.25 acres
Quadrangle name Hagerstown Quadrangle scale: 1:24.000

Verbal boundary description and justification
The delineated boundary defines a triangular parcel bounded by Memorial Boulevard on the south, Eastern Boulevard on
the southeast, Cannon Avenue on the northeast and Town Run, a small creek confined between stone walls on the west.
Municipal Stadium has occupied this site since 1930 when the ball field was first constructed.
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organization EAC/Archaeology, Inc date 11/21/2022
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The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Maryland Department of Planning
100 Community Place
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023
410-697-9591
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1940 Photograph, from 1939-1948 Interstate League Pamphlet. Courtesy of Bob Savitt.
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Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Photo Log
MIHP No.: WA-HAG-243
MIHP Name: Hagerstown Municipal Stadium

County: Washington
Photographers: Paula Reed
Dates: April 05, 2022

Image File Name

Image Description

Photographs inserted on continuation sheets

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_01.tif

Stadium, View N from S side, Memorial Blvd

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_02.tif

Stadium, view NW

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_03.tif

view W. Town Run & Memorial Blvd

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_04.tif

Main entrance ticket booth, view S

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_05.tif

N entrance interior ticket window

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_06.tif

View NW from grandstand entrance area

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_07.tif

View NE from grandstand entrance area

WA-HAG-243_2022-04-05_08.tif

View to grandstand from outfield wall. View SW

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_09.tif

View SE toward clubhouse

WA-HAG-243_2022-04-05_10.tif

View SW along left field

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_11.tif

View N along left field

WA-HAG-243_2022-04-05_12.tif

View NE from clubhouse, toward bullpen

WA-HAG-243_2022-04-05_13.tif

Hagerstown Suns logo on outfield wall near
scoreboard

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_14.tif

Grandstand, view W

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_15.tif

Grandstand and bullpen, view SW

WA-HAG-243_2022-04-05_16.tif

Grandstand concession area, view SE

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_17.tif

Bleachers along south wall, view SE

WA-HAG-243_2022-04-05_18.tif

Bleachers, W side, view NW

WA-HAG-243_2022-04-05_19.tif

View E along S wall, bleachers and clubhouse

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_20.tif

W side bleachers, view SW

Additional digital image files are located at the Maryland Historical Trust

WA-HAG-243_2022-04-05_21.tif

Grandstand from main entrance area, view N

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_22.tif

Batting cage view SE

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_23.tif

Stadium concession area, view SW

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_24.tif

Grandstand Concession building, view NE

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_25.tif

Grandstand concession stand, view E

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_26.tif

Grandstand concession building, interior

WA-HAG-243_2022-04-05_27.tif

Concession stand behind grandstand, view NW

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_28.tif

Concession stand behind grandstand, interior

WA-HAG-243_2022-04-05_29.tif

Beer garden, view NW

WA-HAG-243_2022-04-05_30.if

Storage building (right), view SW

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_31.tif

Additional concession stand, view W

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_32.tif

Team store building, view SW

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_33.tif

Clubhouse, offices, and locker room, view SE

WA-HAG-243_2022-04-05_34 tif

Clubhouse interior, locker room

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_35.tif

Clubhouse interior, coach's office

WA-HAG-243 2022-04-05_36.tif

Bull pen and east outfield stadium wall
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Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
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WA-HAG-243

Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland
Paula Reed

April 5,2022

Stadium, View N from S side, Memorial Blvd
1/20
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WA-HAG-243

Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland
Paula Reed

April 5, 2022

Stadium, view NW

2/20
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WA-HAG-243

Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland
Paula Reed

April 5, 2022

Town Run & Memorial Blvd, view W.

3/20
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WA-HAG-243

Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland
Paula Reed

April 5, 2022

Town Run & Memorial Blvd, view W.

4/20
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Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland
Paula Reed

April 5, 2022

A N entrance interior ticket window.
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WA-HAG-243

Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland
Paula Reed

April 5,2022

View NW from grandstand entrance area.
6/20
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WA-HAG-243

Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland
Paula Reed

April 5, 2022

View NE from grandstand entrance area.
7/20
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Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland

Paula Reed

April 5, 2022

View to grandstand from outfield wall. View SW.
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WA-HAG-243

Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland
Paula Reed

April 5,2022

View SE toward clubhouse.

9/20
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Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland
Paula Reed

April 5, 2022

View SW along left field.
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WA-HAG-243

Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland
Paula Reed

April 5, 2022

View N along left field.
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Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland
Paula Reed

April 5,2022

View NE from clubhouse, toward bullpen.
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WA-HAG-243

Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex

Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland

Paula Reed

April 5, 2022

Hagerstown Suns logo on outfield wall near scoreboard.
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Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland
Paula Reed
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Grandstand, view W.
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Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland
Paula Reed

April 5, 2022

Grandstand and bullpen, view SW.
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WA-HAG-243

Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland
Paula Reed

April 5,2022

Grandstand concession area, view SE.
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Name Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex Inventory No. WA-HAG-243

WA-HAG-243

Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland
Paula Reed

April 5, 2022

Bleachers along south wall, view SE.
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WA-HAG-243

Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland
Paula Reed

April 5,2022

Bleachers, W side, view NW.
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WA-HAG-243

Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland

Paula Reed

April 5, 2022

View E along South wall, bleachers and clubhouse.
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Hagerstown Municipal Stadium Complex
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland
Paula Reed

April 5, 2022

West side bleachers, view SW.
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