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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The first light was a small wooden house with lamp housing on top, 30 feet 
above the ground on the northwest tip ~f Sharps Island. 

With the threat of further erosion of the island, a new screwpile structure 
was erected approximately one (1) mile east of the previous position. In 
1881, the house was carried away by ice causing the need for a third structure. 

The third and present structure is a 14' diameter steel shell over brick, 
on a 30' diameter steel caisson having, four stories plus the light tower 
and a basement. The interior was much like some of the-other caisson towers 
built on the Bay, consisting Of kitchen, 0-I-C Quarters, watch room and 
quarters for two assigned watchstanders. 

The 54 foot high brown tower, which was once painted purple, is situated in 
10 feet of water. The nominal visibility is 10 miles to sea. 

On October 1, 1957, the light was converted from lOV battery pack to electricity. 

The light started to lean as early as 1973 and leans even further as the result 
of extremely heavy ice in the winter of 1976. 

The 4th order lens was removed May 3, 1977 and replaced with a 250 MM plastic 
lens. The installed fog alarm system sounds from 15 September to 1 June • 

• 
\ 
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Navigation 

The Sharps Island Light was r~quired to guide mariner~ away from the shoals 
off Poplar Isl and a·nd Black Wal nut Point.. The Lighthouse Service decided on 
the location even though it was known from earlier maps and charts that the 
island was suffering severe erosion having diminished from 700 acres in 1675 
to 480 acres in 1838 when the first light was built. 

An act by the Maryland General Assembly on April 6, 1874 provided for "the 
relinquishment to the United States, title and jurisdiction over land for 
sites of lighthouses, beacons and other aids". 

Ten acres of land was acquired by deed in fee simple and in consideration of 
the sum of $600.00 from Joseph A. Reynolds and his wife Ann, on August 13, 
1837 for the construction of the first 1 ight. .The structure built by Thomas 
Evans was designed so it could be easily moved.in the ·event that the severe 
erosion of the island further threatened the light. 

As anticipated by the Lighthouse Service-, the light was in fact threatened· 
and plans were made to relocate the light. 

A tract of land measuring 10.2-acres assessed at a value of $1,022.00 was 
acquired by condemnation on June 13, 1848. By this time the size of the 
island had decreased to 438 acres. 

In 1864 the lighthouse Board reported to Congress that "the lighthouse at 
Sharps Island in Chesapeake Bay is in imminent danger of being destroyed by 
the washing away of the bank on which it stands". The absence of the usually 
severe winter in 1865 granted the lighthouse a reprieve. In 1866 a second 
structure was built but it too was ill-fated. On February 10, 1881, the house 
was lifted from it's foundation and carried away by the heavy moving ice floes. 

The following year, in 1882, the present lighthouse was built on a flve acre 
circular plot deeded from th~ state of Maryland on Febru·ary 16, 1878. 

A 1950 U.S~ Coast & Geodetic Survey chart showed the island to be about 300 
yards .lo_ng near ~he center. There is nothing in the records on hand to indicate 
the size of the island at the time the light was automated in August 1951. 
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The site was visited by :a Coast Guard Survey Board on August 3, 1955. Their 
report states the island had diminished to about 300 yirds. The total acquired 
acreage (25.2) was deeded back to the state of Maryland by deed dated October 
8, 1957 to clear the real estate records. The island has completely disappeared. 

The light is presently ~erving as an unmanned aid to mariners in the area. 

\ 
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The Sharps Island Lighthouse is a caisson lighthouse with a conical tower located in the

Chesapeake Bay approximately four miles southwest of the end of Tilghman Island, on the

eastern shore of Maryland. Built in  1882, the present light station replaced two earlier structures

that were destroyed by erosion or ice flows. The Sharps Island Lighthouse is architecturally

signiflcant as a typical representation of a conical caisson lighthouse. It is also signiflcant within

maritime history. For  125 years, from  1882 -2007, the light station aided mariners in avoiding

the shoa]s near Poplar Island and Black Walnut Point at the end of Tilghman Island.

The light station was automated in the  1950s and unmanned since then.  Tn the late  1970s,

heavy ice flows tilted the structure between  15 and 20 degrees.  Declared structurally sound at the

time, the station's tilt was never corrected. The lighthouse was disposed of by the federal

government in 2006 and sold to a private corporation in 2008. The light was extinguished in

2007 and officially discontinued in 2010. As of 2014, the station is severely deteriorated and in

danger of demolition by neglect.
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1. Name of Pro (inc[cate preferred name)

historic                        Shalps Island Lichthouse

other                          N/A

2. Location
street and number     Chesapecke Bay                                                                                                                                not for publication

city, town                    near Tilghman Island                                                                                                            a   vicinity

co u nty                          Talbot

3.  Owner of property         (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name                           AFB, Inc.

strect and number    227 Marinersway                                                                                          telephone       N/A

city, town                    Bear                                                                          state       DE                       zip code           19701-2295

4. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.    N/A                                                                                Iiber    N/A   folio  N/A

cfty,town                     N/A                                                 taxmap N/A         taxparcel     N/A                       taxlDnumber      N/A

5. Primary Location of Additional Data
Contributing Resource in National Register nstrict

_ Contributing Resource in Local Historic Dstrict
2L Determined Elig ble for the National Register/Maryland Register
_ Determined I neligible for the National Register/Mar)riand Register

Recorded by llABS/LIAER
_ Hstoric Structure Report or Research Report at MHT
X       Other:    Books as cited in biblionrachv: United states coast cinard

6. Classification
Categ a ry                O`rme rsh ip

di stri ct              _pu bli c
jLbuildi n g(s)        .|private

structure          _both
site

_Object

Current Function
_agriculture

commeroe^rade
defense
domestic
education

_funerary
_apvernment

health care
_industry

landsoape
recreation/culture

_religion
social

_transportation
_work in progress
_unknown
Xvacant/not in use

other:

Resource Cou nt
Co ntri but ng           Noncontri buti ng

buildings
0             sites
0             str uctures

Objects
0              Total

Nun ber Of Contributing Resouroes
previoiisly listed in the Inventory



7.  Description                                                                                                          Inventory No. T-477

Condition

_ excellent       2L deteriorated
_ good           _ ruins

fat r               _ altered

a

®

Summary

The Sharps Island Lighthouse is located in the Chesapeake Bay, near the mouth of the Choptank River and
Tilghman Island on the eastern shore of Maryland. The present cast iron caisson structure, built in 1882, is the
third lighthouse to be erected on Sharps Island; severe erosion and ice led to the removal or destruction of the
earlier light stations. Severe erosion also led to the disappearance of Shaxps Island by the mid-20th century.
Unmarmed since the 1950s, the current lighthouse was tilted between 15 and 20 degrees by heavy ice flows
during the 1970s. The light was extinguished in 2007 and was officially discontinued by the United States Coast
Guard in 2010. As of 2014, the lighthouse continues to stand in the Chesapcake Bay at its now characteristic tilt
but is severely deteriorated

Exterior

The Sharps Island lighthouse rests on a 30-foot tall cylindrical, concrete-filled, cast iron caisson base with a
diameter of 30 feet. A conical tower with a 14-foot diameter stands on the center of the base. Sunounding the
tower is a six-foot wide deck, refened to as a gallery, with metal railing lining the perimeter. The concrete of
the gallery is breaking and allowing water to penetrate the concrete substnicture. There is an opening in the
railing above a metal vertical ladder, attached to the side of the caisson Near the ladder, metal poles extend
from the edge of the gallery. Historically, poles would have been paired and included a pulley or winch system
that lifted boats out of the water by attaching a line from each pole to the bow and sterrL The boat would then
have been gradually lifted until it was level with the galley.  A July 1885 photograph from the United States
Coast Guard shows that there were two sets of these poles which would have allowed two boats to be lifted at
the same time. Currently, only one pole from cach pair still exists. The other poles and associated equipment for
the pulley systems have disappeared. The entire galley was historically covered by a metal standing seam roof
with thin metal supports. This roof was installed in May 1882, three months after the light was commissioned. It
is unknown when this galley roof was removed. 1

The 37-foot high conical tower is constructed of cast iron with a brick interior lining. The cast iron plates on
various sections of the tower and caisson are cracking and corroded due to exposure to the elements, paint
deterioration, and lack of maintenance. Originally, the entire structure was painted dark purple but was
repainted brown sometime during the latter half of the 20th century. As a federal lighthouse, the building was
repainted every seven years according to Coast Guard maintenance regulations, but the Coast Guard decided to
stop painting the tower in the 1990s due to high cost. Since the lighthouse was disposed of by the General
Services Administration in 2006 and sold to a private owner in 2008, there are no longer regulations that require

I Linda Turbyville, Bay Becoous.. £I`gdrhouses a/ihe Chesapccke Bay (Annapolis, M): Eastwind Publishing, 1995), 52-55; F. Ross
Holland, Miny/ed fjgfrfAoases a/the Chesapccke (Crownsville, M): Maryland Hstorical Trust Press, 1997), 74-75; Kraig
]haderstn,  "stqpr Isl-qrd, hop I.ichthousc Friends, accesscd J`ily 24. 2014, htt_D://www. Iighthorisefriep_ds_.cqu/light.ap?H=43q ;
IHstoric Licht Station Information & Photography: Maryland, Matthew Jchkins, "Shaps Island Licht," United States Coast Guard,
accessed July 24, 2014, http://www.uscg.milthistorv/weblichthousesAhmd.aap_ ; Ciredell & Associates, Stnictural Enrineers, `:Shaps
Island Lichthouse," Maryland ELstor.ical Trust, Vndcal Files: Sharps Island Lichthouse.
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the structure to be painted. The overall appearance, continued deterioration, and corrosion suggest that the
private owners have not painted the structure since they acquired the lighthouse.2

Four horizontal divisions on the exterior walls of the tower, where rows of cast iron sheets are welded together,
serve to delineate the presence of four interior levels. Small windows framed with cast iron and topped by
prominent pointed moldings are placed within the horizontal delineations. The rise of the succession of
windows corresponds to the rise of the inner spiral wooden staircase.   Seven, evenly spaced portholes punctuate
the fourth delineation, risht below the lantern galley at the top of the tower. The glass has been removed from
all windows except the portholes. At an unknown date, these portholes were inappropriately glazed with non-
ventilated acrylic which has contributed to poor interior ventilation. 3

The tower is topped by a ten-sided lantern room with large glass panes on every side.  The heieht of the light is
54 feet above the average high water level. The first, fixed light was produced by a Fresnel lens and was first lit
on February 1, 1882. In 1950, the light was automated. After heavy ice flows tilted the tower in the winter of
1976-1977, the Fresnel lens was rephced with a 250 millimeter plastic beacon, which was placed on a leveling
plate fastened to the lens pedestal. The light flashed white with one red seetor from 159 to 262 degrees and
covered the shoals off Poplar Island and Black Walnut Point at the end of Tilghman Island. The light's range
was nine miles. After selling the lighthouse, the Coast Guard continued to use its light, but it was extinguished
in January 2007 and no longer aids in navigation.4

The lantern room is surrounded by a cantilevered platform, known as the lantern gallery, which is constructed
of radial cast-iron segments whh the flanges turned downward to create a smooth deck surface. A metal railing
lines the perimeter of the gallery. The overhang of the gallery is supported by metal brackets. The interior walls
of the lantern room are covered with painted vertical bcaded paneling and feature ventilation openings. The
paint on the paneling is peeling.5

hterior

An open door on the gallery level provides entrance to the first floor of the lighthouse. This floor features the
orisinal wooden floor, but the wood is currently severely rotted due to water infiltration from the open door and
windows. Water has penetrated the concrete below and infiltrated the lower storage level of the caisson. This is
contributing to the overall deterioration of the caisson base. Water infiltration has also caused spalling of the

®
2 Turbyville, 52-55; Holland, 74-75; Anderson; tredell & Associates.
3 Turbyville, 52-55., Holland, 74-75; Andersen; Gredell & Associates.
4 Turbyville, 52-55; Holland, 74-75; Andersen; Gary Ci.awford, ..Leaning Tower ot` Light," ri.dew4fer rj.meg, March 2012,139-149,

Talbct County Free Library, Vchical Files: Lichthouses.,  Ciredell & Asscoiates.
5 Turtyville, 52-55., Holland, 74-75; Anderson; Chedell & Associates.
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brick that lines the entire interior of the tower. Most of the brick has been covered with painted paneling, which
is peeling and deteriorated.6

Below the first floor is a lower level of unknown height and diameter. Access to this level is achieved by a cast
iron stairvey whieh follows the curved wall of the caisson cylinder. In this area are storage shelves and three
cisterns; it is unknown how old any of these features are. The floor is covered with iron. This lower level is
severely damaged due to water infiltration from an open coal chute from the exterior gallery. 7

An interior wooden stairvey that follows the curve of the tower wall allows access to the second, third, and
fourth levels. The inside wall of the stairs is paneled with vertical boards.  The floor of all upper levels is
constructed of radial segments of cast iron bolted together with the flanges turned upwards to create a smooth
ceiling below. The cast iron floors are covered by tongue and groove wood set on sleepers. The floors are
deteriorated due to poor ventilation, water infiltration, and exposure to the elements. 8

Deterioration is worst on the fourth level, also called the Watch Level, partly due the fact that the seven
porthole windows were glazed with non-ventilated acrylic. The walls and ceiling of this level are finished with
tongue and groove bcaded board paneling. The paint on the paneling is peeling. A ladder from this level
provides access to the lantern gallery. 9

®
6 Turbyville, 52-55., Holland, 74-75., Anderson; Gredell & Associates.
7 Turdyville, 52-55; Holland, 74-75; Andersen; caedell & Associates.
8 Turbyville, 52-55., Holland, 74-75; Anderson; Chedell & Associates.
9 Turbyville, 52-55; Holland, 74-75., Andersen; Gredell & Associates.
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Period                  Areas of significance             Check and justify below

1600-1699          _ agriculture
1700-1799          _ archeology
1800-1899          X   architecture
1900-1999          _ art
2000-                  _ commerce

communications
= community planning
_ conservation

economics
educaton
engineering
entertainment/

recreation
ethnic heritage
exploration/
settlenent

X

health/medicine
industry
invention
landscape architecture
law
literature
maritime history
military

performing arts
philosoprty
politics/government
religion
science
social history
transportation
other:

Specific dates                1882,1976-1977, 2007                                         ArchiteeUBuilder      Builder's Iron company

Construction dates      1882

Eval uation for:

National Register Maryland Register X        not oval uated

State of Significance

The Shaaps Island lighthouse is significant within maritime history and architecture. Built in 1882, the
lighthouse replaced t`ro earlier structures on Sharps Island in the Chesapeake Bay. For the next 125 years, the
Shaxps Island Light aided mariners entering and exiting the Choptank River on the eastern shore of Maryland
by highlighting the shoals near Poplar and Tilghman Island. Even after the station was tilted by heavy ice flows
in the late 1970s, it continued to act as a navigational aid until its light was permanently extinguished in 2cO7.
The station's caisson form was one of many constructed in the late 19th and early 20th century, as the caisson
form was judged to be the most sturdy for withstanding heavy ice flows. Though caisson structures took on a
variety of forms, the Sharps Island Lighthouse is representative of a conical caisson form. In recognition of its
significance, the Sharps Island Lighthouse was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on October 29,
1982.

History

The Sharps Island Lighthouse was built near Sharps Island in the Chesapeake Bay, about three miles southwest
of Tilghman Island on the eastern shore of Maryland. The island no longer exists as it was subjected to severe
erosion throughout its history. In 1675, the island was recorded as being comprised of nearly 900 acres. By
1848, there were only 438 acres. That arcs had shrunk to 91 acres by 1900. In 1922, the newspaper in Easton,
Maryland reported that the latest governmental figures showed that the island had shrunk even further to 53
acres. The island disappeared completely by the 1950s. L°

The current station was the third attempt to sustain a lighthouse on or near the island. When Sharps Island was
still fairly large in 1837, Congress paid $600 for ten acres of land on the northwest tip and appropriated $5,000
for construction of a lighthouse. This first lighthouse was a comprised of a small wooden keeper's house with a
lamp housed affixed to the roof. According to the Coast Guard, the hemp was 30 feet above the ground, but
there is no known written or graphic documentation that shows how the actual structure appeared. The light was
fixed and set in fourteen-inch reflectors until it was refitted with a fifth-order lens in 1855. Recognizing the

10 Pat Bryan, .`Shalp`s Island Hold Doonied from the Start," Star-Democrat, November 19,1982, Talbot County Free Library,

Vertical Files: Sharps Island., Turbyville, 52; Andersen.
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potential effects of erosion, the entire structure was built on wheels to allow for movement. In 1848, the entire
structure was moved further inland to escape erosion  This structure was destroyed by water by 1866. I 1

Two ycars prior, in 1864, the Lighthouse Board (the agency that administered light stations at that time)
reported that the light station was in danger of destruction by encroaching water. The Board recommended that
a new lighthouse be built in the screwpile desigrL On April 7,1866, Congress appropriated $15,000 for the new
lighthouse. The serewpfle light station was constructed at a site one-third mile off the tip of Sharps Island and
four miles off Tilghman Island. It was completed in late 1866. The newly commissioned light featured a fixed
white light through a fifth-order Fresnel lens. L2

Though sturdier than the first light station, the new heragoral screwpile was still susceptible to damage by
heavy ice flows. In 1879, two of the structure's diagonal cast-iron braces were carried away by ice flows, which
necessitated the creation of detached ice-breakers about 200 feet south of the lighthouse. Despite this
precautionary mcasure, heavy flows on February 10,1881 sheared the light station from its pile foundation and
carried it five miles down the hay until it grounded. Amazingly, the keepers inside the station survived the
entirejouney.13

The Lighthouse Board immediately sought and received an appropriation of $3 5,000 for a replacement light.
The Board decided to build the new light in the caisson form, as it was judged to be the hcaviest and most
effective for withstanding the force of heavy ice flow. The building cormact was awarded to the Builder's Iron
Company of providence, Rhode Island. L4

In August 1881, workers arrived at the present site of the Sharps Island Light, about three miles southwest of
Tilghman Island, and began to construct a temporary work platform. Meanwhile, the caisson and tower were
constructed separately at Oxford, Maryland. In September 1881, the caisson portion was floated to the site to be
installed and filled with concrete. This phase was completed on November 2, but work could not continue, as
the tower portion had not yet arrived. The tower finally arrived on November 21, 1881. On December 6, the
final sections of ironwork arrived and were in place by the end of the month. Also finished at the end of
December was the masonry lining inside the interior of the tower. In January 1882, the workers were called
away to repair other navigational aids but enough had been completed to allow the keepers to move in. The light
was first lit on February 1, 1882. In May 1882, the work crew returned to finish various miscellaneous tasks,

®
I I Andersen; Turtyville, 52; National ReSster Detail for Sharps Island Light, listed on the National Register Of IHstoric Places on

October 29, 1982, Maryland Historical Trust, accessed July 24, 2014, httD://inht.marvland cowhr/NRDetail. asox?IDID=692 .
12 Tulbyville, 52., Holland, 75., Jchkins; Andersen.
13 Jchkins; Turdyville, 52-54., Ifolland, 75; Andersen.
[4 Tutbyville, 52; Holland, 75., Jchkins; Andersen
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including the installation of the roof over the gallery and installation of the water tank in the tower's lower
level.15

For the next 125 years, the Sharps Island Lighthouse served as a navigatioral aid for mariners entering and
exiting the Choptank River off the Chesapeake Bay. With its range of nine miles, the light specifically lit the
shoals near Poplar Island and Black Walnut Point at the tip of Tilghman Island. In addition to the light, a fog
horn guided sailors during conditions of low visibility. On clear days, the station's distinct conical caisson fonn
could be used as a visual aid.

Though there are many caisson lighthouses that continue to exist, the Shaaps Island lighthouse is a typical
representation of a conical form Mny other caisson lighthouses such as the Sandy Point Light (AA-166) or
Baltimore Harbor Light (AA-945) have wider caissons and wider, square tower bases that do not grow smaller
as the towers extend upward. The conical tower shape is limited to only a few Chesapeake Bay Lighthouses,
and the Sharp Island Lighthouse is representative of all of them  The Bloody Point Bar light (QA-297) is an
almost identical match to the station at Sharps Island, but its interior burned in 1960 and, therefore, has less
integrity than the Sharps Island Light.16

In 1950, keepers ceased to live at the Shaxps Island station following the light's automation by the United States
Coast Guard. 17 During the winter of 1976-1977, the light station acquired its present tilt of between 15 and 20
degrees due to heavy ice flows.L8 The new tilt required the removal of the light's fourth-order lens on hhay 3,
1977 and replacement with a 250 mm plastic lens. The new lens was placed a leveling plate and secured to the
original light pedestal. Though the tilt was alarming to mariners and the Coast Guard, structural investigations
conducted at the time concluded that the lighthouse was structurally sound. L9

In 1982, the historical significance of the lighthouse was recognized when it was placed on the National
RegisterofHistoricPlaces.20

®

15 Ifolland, 75; Jenlins; Anderson., Turtyville, 54.
'6 Sandy Point Ligiv (AA-166), Baltimore IIarbor I.igiv (AA-945), and Bloody Point Bar Licht (QA-297) Maryland Inventory Of
mstoric Places forms, Maryland IEstorical TmsL
17 chderson;
'8 Most sources name the winter Of 1976-1977 as the time pchod when the lichthouse acquired its tilt, but the Coast Gund specified

the whter Of 1978-1979 in its 2cO8 proposal to discontinue the licht. No archival dcounents or other primary sources could be located
to confirm the exact tine when the station was damaged by ice, so an exact determination of when the station tilted cannot be made at
tthistime.
]9 Turbyville, 54; Anderson; Jcnkins; Ifolland,185; "Local Notice to Mariners," Uhited States Coast Guard, District: 5, Weck: 09m8,

acoessedJuly24,2014,httD://www.navcen.uscg.gov/roo=lnmArchives&Dath=2008.
20 National Register Detail for Shaxps Island Light,listed on the Nndonal Redster Of ELstoric Places on October 29,  1982, Maryland
lfistorical Trust, aooessed fuly 24, 2014, httD: /hht.marvland qovthr/NRDetail. asox".DID=692 .
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In 1996, the Coast Guard contemplated demolishing the lighthouse because of the high cost of continual
maintenance, such as the required repainting every seven years at the cost of $8,000. Also prominent were
concerns about the tilt and overall stability. The estimate at that time to correct the tilt was between $55,000 and
$250,000. Compounding the problem was the assumption among Coast Guard officials that the station was no
longer necessary for navigation and, therefore, had outlived its usefulness.2[

The possibility of the lighthouse's intentional destruction elicited a public outcry. I,].gJ!£7Io#se DJ.gesf magazine
placed the Shaxp's Island Lighthouse on their `Doomsday' list as part of the effort to draw public attention to
endangered lighthouses that were endangered of being lost by demolition or neglect.22 City officials from
Cambridge, hharyland proposed moving the lighthouse inland to create a tourist attraction, similar to the
Hooper's Island lighthouse that had been moved to the Chesapealce Bay Maritime Museum in St. Michaels,
Mryhand. 23 The Mritime Museum actually offered to take the lighthouse as long as somebody else paid for the
moving expenses.24 By May 1996, the Coast Guard announced that the lighthouse would stay where it is, citing
the insistence of boaters that the station was a necessary aid to mvigation in that area of the Chesapeake Bay. 25

In 2006, the General Services Administration announced that the Coast Guard had declared the Sharps Island
lighthouse "in excess" to the needs of the Federal Government. According to the disposal process outlined by
the National Historic Lighthouse Preservation Act (NIHPA) of 2000, the light station would be transferred at
no cost to another federal agency, state or local government, nonprofit corporation, educatiorral agency, or
community development organization. The receiving entity would have to comply with all aspects of the
NIHPA process. If no suitable entity could be found, then the historic light could be sold in a public sale. Since
the Shaxps Island Lighthouse was listed on the National Register of Historic Places, its disposal had to comply
with the NIELPA process. When no suitable entity could be found to take ownership of the station, the Sharps
Island Lighthouse was put up for sale in September 2008 through an on-line public auction.26

21 Douglas Honks Ill, "Coast Guard Eyes Lighthouse for Demolition," Sha7--Demae7ia[!; Febmary 6,1996,1A, 8A, Talbot Ccunty Free

Library> Vchical Files: Lighthouses; Douglas Honks Ill, hcoast Guard:  Sharps's Island tower to stay," S!ar-Zle7ilacrar, May 14,  1996,
1A, 9A, Talbot County Free Library, Vchical Files: Lichthouses; Gredell & Associates.
22 Timothy IIarrison, "The Doomsday List -Amtrica' s Most Endangered Lichthouses," dr.gfalho!!se Dfgesf, accessed July 24, 2014,

httD://www.Iichthousedigest.com/hews/doomsdavstorv.cfin.
23 Jchn Griap, "Sharp's Island lichthouse sem as Tourist thaw," S}a7'+Deneowic]!;  1A,  10A, Talbct County Free Library, Vedical Files:

Lichthouses.
24 Douglas Hanks Ill, "Maritime musetm intercs(ed in Sharp's Island Lighthouse," S}a7'+Democrtzf, Fchniary 11,1996,1A,llA,

Talbct County Free Library, Vedical Files: Lichthouses.
25 Douglas IIanks Ill, fucoast Guard: Sharps's Island to\ver to stay," Sha7LDemocrar, May 14,  1996,  lA, 9A, Talbct County Free

Lih-any, Vertical Files: Liththouses.
26 `'Naticmal lfistoric Lichth]use Preservation Act Of 2000," National Park Service> accessed July 24, 2014,

httt]://wiow. nDs. sov/historv/Maritime/hhlDainhlDahm ; Sharps Island Lichthouse, Covenant File, Maryland IEstorical Trust;
Anderson.
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The winner of the sale, with a bid of $80,000, was AFB, Incorporated from Bear, Delaware. No other
information is known about this entity. The corporation has not completed any known maintenance or
renovations on the structure since the purchase. As a result of the sale, the hfaryland Historical Trust gained a
preservation covenant on the station for purposes of continual preservation. 27

In November 2007, the light was extinguished, and the Coast Guard decided not to relight it due to the
structural condition of the station. In February 2008, the Coast Guard announced a proposal to discontinue the
light. By November 2010, the light was officially discontinued. 28

Since 2010, no known activity has taken place at the site. As of 2014, the lighthouse is severely deteriorated and
vacant.

®
27 Andersen; Sharps Island Lichthouse, Covenant File, Maryland ELstorical TrLLst.
28 ulLocal Ndrice to Mariners," Uulted States Coast Guard, nstrict: 5, Wet:k: 09^)8, accessed July 24, 2014,

httD: //www,navcen.uscg. gov#Do=llimArchves&Dath=2008 ; `Local Notice to Mariners," Uhited States Coast Guard, Ihisinct: 5,
Wedc: 02/10, accessed July 24, 2014, httD://www. navcen. usc£. cov#Do=lnmArchives&Dath=2010 .
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage Of surveyed property
Acreage Of histolical setti ng
Quadrangle name Tilchman                                                     Quadrangle scale:    1 :24.000

Verbal boundary description and justificaition

The Sharps Island Lighthouse is located at the GPS coordinates of 38.6391 degrees N, 76.3757 degrees W.
The site is bounded by the structure itself and does not include any of the land on which it is set.

11. Form Prepared by
nameAltle                            Rebecca schmitt, Preservation Basement Intern

organization                        Maryland ELstorical Trust                                                       date                July 28, 2014

street & number                 100 Community place                                                             telephone      (410) 514-7642

city or town                        Crownsville                                                                         state              ho

The Maryland Inventory Of Historic Properdes was officially created by an Act Of the Maryland Legislature
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181  KA,
1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only
and do not constitute any inffingemert of individual property nohts.

return to:                       Maryland Historical Trust
Maryland Department Of planning
100 Communfty Place
Crowrlsville, MD  21032-2023
410L.514-76cO



Maryland Historical Trust

®     #j%]r::dp]r:Vpeenrttj°e¥F°:rm

Name: Shaxps Island Lighthouse
Continuation Sheet

Numberi  Page 1

Inventory No. T-477

®

Major Bibliographical References

Anderson, Kraig. "Sharps Island, NI)." £z.g*fhowse F}ileiads. Accessed July 24, 2014.
http://wi^rwJighthousefriends.com/light.asp?ID=430.

Baltimore Harbor Light (AA-945). Maryland Inventory of Historic Places. Maryland Historical Trust.

Bloody Poim Bar Light (QA-297). hfaryland Inventory of Ilistoric Places. Maryland IIistorical Trust.

Bryan, Pat. "Shaap's Island Hotel Doomed from the Start." S!air-Democm4 November 19,1982. Talbot Courty
Free Library, Vertical Files: Sharps Island.

Crawford, Gary. "Leaning Tower of Light." 7t.c7igwater 7t.mes, March 2012:  139-149. Talbot Couty Free
Library, Vertical Files: Lighthouses.

Gredell & Associates, Stmctural Engineers, "Sharps Island Lighthouse," Maryland IIistorical Trust, Vertical
Files: Sharps Island Lighthouse.

ELnks, Douglas Ill. "Coast Guard Eyes Lighthouse for Demolition " Star-De7»ocra4 February 6,1996:  1A 8A
Talbot County Free Library, Vertical Files: Lighthouses

. "Coast Guard: Sharps's Island tower to stay." Star-Democraf, hhay 14, 1996:  1A, 9A Talbot County
Free Library, Vertical Files: Lighthouses.

. "hfaritime museum interested in Sharp's Island Lighthouse." Sfor-Democraf, Febnrary 11,1996:  1A,
11 A, Talbot County Free Library, Vertical Files: Lighthouses.

Harinrrison,Timothy."TheDoomsdayList-America'sMostEndangeredLighthouses."Zj.8*£howseDj.gesf.
Accessed July 24, 2014. htto ://www liflhthousedigest. com/news/doomsdavstorv. cfin.

Holland, F. Ross. A4cnyhai!cJ Zj.gfofj!o!4ses a/ ribe Chesopecrfe. Crownsville, hAI): Maryland Historical Trust Press,
1997.

Griap, John. "Sharp's Island lighthouse seen as Tourist Draw." SharDe"ocma*  1A,10A Talbot County Free
Library, Vertical Files: Lishthouses.

Jenkins, Mtthew. "Sharps Island Light" on Historic Light Station Information and Photography: hharyland
United States Coast Guard Accessed July 24, 2014.
httD://www.uscQ.mil/historv/webliqhthouses/lhmd.asp



Maryland Historical Trust

®     #j:%[r::dp]r:Vpeenrttj°e¥ F°:rm

Name: Shaaps Island Lighthouse
Continuation Sheet

Numberi Page 2

Inventory No. T-477

"I,ocal Notice to Mariners." Uhited States Coast Guard. District:  5, Week: 02/10. Accessed July 24, 2014.

http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?Do=lnmArchives&path=2010.

"Local Notice to hhariners." United States Coast Guard District:  5, Wedc: 09/08. Accessed July 24, 2014.

http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?Do=lnmArchives&path=2008.

`National Historic Preservation Act of 2000." National Park Service. Accessed July 24, 2014.

httD://www.mos.govthistorv/Maritime/nhlDa/nhlDa.htm.

Natioml Register Detail for Sharps Island Light, listed on the National Register of Historic Places on October
29,1982. hharyland Historical Tnrst. Accessed July 24, 2014.
httD://inht.marvland.gov/ur/NRDetail.asDx?IIDID=692.

Sandy Point Light (AA-166). hharyland Inventory of Historic Places. Maryland Historical Trust.

Sharps Island Lighthouse, Covenant File, Maryland Historical Tmst.

Star-Democmf. Talbot County Free Library, Vertical Files: Lighthouses.

Turbyville, Linda. Bq}/ Be¢cour.. £].givlho#.sef a/ fhe CheREpeche Bq}/. Armapolis, MD: Eastwind Publishing,
1995.

Photo Leg

Photo: T-0477  1885-07-03   01
Historic Photograph of Sharps Island Lighthouse, taken by Mjor Jared A Smith on July 3, 1885.
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