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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

-~

The first light was a small wooden house with lamp hous1ng on top, 30 feet
above the ground on the northwest tip of Sharps Is1and

With the threat of furuher erosion of the island, a new screwpile structure
was erected approximately one (1) mile east of the previous position. 1In
1881, the house was carried away by ice causing the need for a third structure.

The third and present structure is a 14' diameter steel shell over brick,

on a 30' diameter steel caisson having four stories plus the 1ight tower
and a basement. The interior was much 1ike some of the.other caisson towers
built on the Bay, consisting of kitchen, 0-I- c Quarters, watch room and
quarters for two assigned watchstanders. :

The 54 foot hlgh brown tower, wh1ch was once painted purple, is situated in
10 feet of water. The nominal visibility is 10 miles to sea.

On October 1, 1957, the 1ight was converted from 10V battery pack to electricify.

The light started to lean as early as 1973 and leans even further as the result
of extremely heavy ice in the winter of 1976.

The 4th order lens was remo?ed May 3, 1977 and replaced with a 250 MM plastic
lens. The installed fog alarm system sounds from 15 September to 1 June.

\
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The Sharps Island Light was required to guide mariners away from the shoals

off Poplar Island and Black Walnut Point.. The Lighthouse Service decided on
the location even though it was known from earlier maps and charts that the

jsland was suffering severe erosion having diminished from 700 acres in 1675
to 480 acres in 1838 when the first light was built.

An act by the Maryland General Assembly on April 6, 1874 provided for "the
relinquishment to the United States, title and jurisdiction over land for
- sites of lighthouses, beacons and other aids"”.

Ten acres of land was acquired by deed in fee simple and in consideration of

( the sum of $600.00 from Joseph A. Reynolds and his wife Ann, on August 13,

s 1837 for the construction of the first 1ight. The structure built by Thomas - -
Evans was designed so it could be easily moved in the event that the severe
erosion of the island further threatened the 1ight.

As anticipated by the Lighthouse Service; the lTight was in fact threatened - - -
and plans were made to relocate the 1ight.

A tract of land measuring 10.2 acres assessed at a value of $1,022.00 was
acquired by condemnation on June 13, 1848. By this time the size of the
island had decreased to 438 acres.

In 1864 the Lighthouse Board reported to Congress that "the lighthouse at
Sharps Island in Chesapeake Bay is in imminent danger of being destroyed by
the washing away of the bank on which it stands". The absence of the usually
severe winter in 1865 granted the Tighthouse a reprieve. In 1866 a second
structure was built but it too was ill-fated. On February 10, 1881, the house
was lifted from it's foundation and carried away by the heavy moving ice floes.

The following year, in 1882,'the'present 1ighthouse was built on a five acre
circular plot deeded from the state of Maryland on February 16, 1878,

A 1950 U.S. Coast & Geodetic Survey chart showed the island to be about 300

Py yards long near the center. There is nothing in the records on hand to indicate

the size of the island at the time the 1ight was automated in August 1951.
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The site was visited by a Coast Guard Survey Board on August 3, 1955, Their
report states the island had diminished to about 300 yards. The total acquired
acreage (25.2) was deeded back to the state of Maryland by deed dated October

8, 1957 to clear the real estate records. The island has completely disappeared.

The light is presently serving as an unmanned aid to mariners in the area.

T
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Sharps Island Lighthouse T-477
Chesapeake Bay

1882

Private

The Sharps Island Lighthouse is a caisson lighthouse with a conical tower located ir: the
Chesapeake Bay approximately four miles southwest of the end of Tilghman Island, on the
ea.stem shore of Maryland. Built in 1882, the present light station replaced two earlier structures
that were destroyed by erosion or ice flows. The Sharps Island Lighthouse is architecturally
significant as a typical representation of a conical caisson lighthouse. It is also significant within
maritime history. For 125 years, from 1882 -2007, the light station aided mariners in avoiding
the shoals near Poplar Island and Black Walnut Point at the end of Tilghman Island.

The light station was automated in the 1950s and unmanned since then. In the late 1970s,
heavy icg: flows tilted the structure between 15 and 20 degrees. Declared structurally sound at the
time, the station’s tilt was never corrected. The lighthouse was disposed of by the federal
government in 2006 and sold to a private corporation in 2008. The light was extinguished in

2007 and officially discontinued in 2010. As of 2014, the station is severely deteriorated and in

danger of demolition by neglect.
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7. Description . Inventory No. T-477

Condition

__ excellent X__deteriorated
___good ____ruins
__fair ___ altered

Summary

The Sharps Island Lighthouse is located in the Chesapeake Bay, near the mouth of the Choptank River and
Tilghman Island on the eastern shore of Maryland. The present cast iron caisson structure, built in 1882, is the
third lighthouse to be erected on Sharps Island; severe erosion and ice led to the removal or destruction of the
earlier light stations. Severe erosion also led to the disappearance of Sharps Island by the mid-20" century.
Unmanned since the 1950s, the current lighthouse was tilted between 15 and 20 degrees by heavy ice flows
during the 1970s. The light was extinguished in 2007 and was officially discontinued by the United States Coast
Guard in 2010. As of 2014, the lighthouse continues to stand in the Chesapeake Bay at its now characteristic tilt
but is severely deteriorated.

Exterior

The Sharps Island lighthouse rests on a 30-foot tall cylindrical, concrete-filled, cast iron caisson base with a
diameter of 30 feet. A conical tower with a 14-foot diameter stands on the center of the base. Surrounding the
tower is a six-foot wide deck, referred to as a gallery, with metal railing lining the perimeter. The concrete of
the gallery is breaking and allowing water to penetrate the concrete substructure. There is an opening in the
railing above a metal vertical ladder, attached to the side of the caisson. Near the ladder, metal poles extend
from the edge of the gallery. Historically, poles would have been paired and included a pulley or winch system
that lifted boats out of the water by attaching a line from each pole to the bow and stern. The boat would then
have been gradually lifted until it was level with the galley. A July 1885 photograph from the United States
Coast Guard shows that there were two sets of these poles which would have allowed two boats to be lifted at
the same time. Currently, only one pole from each pair still exists. The other poles and associated equipment for
the pulley systems have disappeared. The entire galley was historically covered by a metal standing seam roof
with thin metal supports. This roof was installed in May 1882, three months after the light was commissioned. It
is unknown when this galley roof was removed.!

The 37-foot high conical tower is constructed of cast iron with a brick interior lining. The cast iron plates on
various sections of the tower and caisson are cracking and corroded due to exposure to the elements, paint
deterioration, and lack of maintenance. Originally, the entire structure was painted dark purple but was
repainted brown sometime during the latter half of the 20" century. As a federal lighthouse, the building was
repainted every seven years according to Coast Guard maintenance regulations, but the Coast Guard decided to
stop painting the tower in the 1990s due to high cost. Since the lighthouse was disposed of by the General
Services Administration in 2006 and sold to a private owner in 2008, there are no longer regulations that require

! Linda Turbyville, Bay Beacons: Lighthouses of the Chesapeake Bay (Annapolis, MD: Eastwind Publishing, 1995), 52-55; F. Ross
Holland, Maryland Lighthouses of the Chesapeake (Crownsville, MD: Maryland Historical Trust Press, 1997), 74-75; Kraig
Anderson, “Sharps Island, MD” Lighthouse Friends, accessed July 24, 2014, http://www lighthousefriends.com/light.asp?ID=430;
Historic Light Station Information & Photography: Maryland, Matthew Jenkins, “Sharps Island Light.” United States Coast Guard,
accessed July 24, 2014, http://www.uscg. mil/history/weblighthouses/lhmd.asp; Gredell & Associates, Structural Engineers, “Sharps
Island Lighthouse,” Maryland Historical Trust, Vertical Files: Sharps Island Lighthouse.
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the structure to be painted. The overall appearance, continued deterioration, and corrosion suggest that the
private owners have not painted the structure since they acquired the lighthouse.?

Four horizontal divisions on the exterior walls of the tower, where rows of cast iron sheets are welded together,
serve to delineate the presence of four interior levels. Small windows framed with cast iron and topped by
prominent pointed moldings are placed within the horizontal delineations. The rise of the succession of
windows corresponds to the rise of the inner spiral wooden staircase. Seven, evenly spaced portholes punctuate
the fourth delineation, right below the lantern galley at the top of the tower. The glass has been removed from
all windows except the portholes. At an unknown date, these portholes were inappropriately glazed with non-
ventilated acrylic which has contributed to poor interior ventilation.*

The tower is topped by a ten-sided lantern room with large glass panes on every side. The height of the light s
54 feet above the average high water level. The first, fixed light was produced by a Fresnel lens and was first lit
on February 1, 1882. In 1950, the light was automated. After heavy ice flows tilted the tower in the winter of
1976-1977, the Fresnel lens was replaced with a 250 millimeter plastic beacon, which was placed on a leveling
plate fastened to the lens pedestal. The light flashed white with one red sector from 159 to 262 degrees and
covered the shoals off Poplar Island and Black Walnut Point at the end of Tilghman Island. The light’s range
was nine miles. After selling the lighthouse, the Coast Guard continued to use its light, but it was extinguished
in January 2007 and no longer aids in navigation.*

The lantern room is surrounded by a cantilevered platform, known as the lantern gallery, which is constructed
of radial cast-iron segments with the flanges turned downward to create a smooth deck surface. A metal railing
lines the perimeter of the gallery. The overhang of the gallery is supported by metal brackets. The interior walls
of the lantern room are covered with painted vertical beaded paneling and feature ventilation openings. The
paint on the paneling is peeling.’

Interior

An open door on the gallery level provides entrance to the first floor of the lighthouse. This floor features the
original wooden floor, but the wood is currently severely rotted due to water infiltration from the open door and
windows. Water has penetrated the concrete below and infiltrated the lower storage level of the caisson. This is
contributing to the overall deterioration of the caisson base. Water infiltration has also caused spalling of the

2 Turbyville, 52-55; Holland, 74-75; Anderson; Gredell & Associates.

3 Turbyville, 52-55; Holland, 74-75; Anderson; Gredell & Associates.

4 Turbyville, 52-55; Holland, 74-73; Anderson; Gary Crawford, “Leaning Tower of Light,” Zidewater Times, March 2012, 139-149,
Talbot County Free Library, Vertical Files: Lighthouses; Gredell & Associates.

S Turbyville, 52-55; Holland, 74-75; Anderson; Gredell & Associates.
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brick that lines the entire interior of the tower. Most of the brick has been covered with painted paneling, which
is peeling and deteriorated.®

Below the first floor is a lower level of unknown height and diameter. Access to this level is achieved by a cast
iron stairway which follows the curved wall of the caisson cylinder. In this area are storage shelves and three
cisterns; it is unknown how old any of these features are. The floor is covered with iron. This lower level is
severely damaged due to water infiltration from an open coal chute from the exterior gallery. ’

An interior wooden stairway that follows the curve of the tower wall allows access to the second, third, and
fourth levels. The inside wall of the stairs is paneled with vertical boards. The floor of all upper levels 1s
constructed of radial segments of cast iron bolted together with the flanges turned upwards to create a smooth
ceiling below. The cast iron floors are covered by tongue and groove wood set on sleepers. The floors are
deteriorated due to poor ventilation, water infiltration, and exposure to the elements. ®

Deterioration is worst on the fourth level, also called the Watch Level, partly due the fact that the seven
porthole windows were glazed with non-ventilated acrylic. The walls and ceiling of this level are finished with
tongue and groove beaded board paneling. The paint on the paneling is peeling. A ladder from this level
provides access to the lantern gallery.®

¢ Turbyville, 52-55; Holland, 74-75; Anderson; Gredell & Associates.
7 Turbyville, 52-55; Holland, 74-75; Anderson; Gredell & Associates.
8 Turbyville, 52-55; Holland, 74-75; Anderson; Gredell & Associates.
° Turbyville, 52-55; Holland, 74-75; Anderson; Gredell & Associates.
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Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
__1600-1699 __ agriculture __ economics __ health/medicine __ performing arts
__1700-1799 __ archeology __ education __ industry __ philosophy
X 1800-1899 X architecture __ engineering __invention __ politics/government
X 1900-1999 __art __ entertainment/ __ landscape architecture __ religion
__ 2000- __ commerce recreation __law __ science
__ communications __ ethnic heritage __ literature __ social history
__ community planning  __ exploration/ X maritime history __ transportation
__ conservation settlement __ military __ other:
Specific dates 1882, 1976-1977, 2007 Architect/Builder Builder’s Iron Company

Construction dates 1882

Evaluation for:

National Register Maryland Register X not evaluated

State of Significance

The Sharps Island lighthouse is significant within maritime history and architecture. Built in 1882, the
lighthouse replaced two earlier structures on Sharps Island in the Chesapeake Bay. For the next 125 years, the
Sharps Island Light aided mariners entering and exiting the Choptank River on the eastern shore of Maryland
by highlighting the shoals near Poplar and Tilghman Island. Even after the station was tilted by heavy ice flows
in the late 1970s, it continued to act as a navigational aid until its light was permanently extinguished in 2007.
The station’s caisson form was one of many constructed in the late 19" and early 20" century, as the caisson
form was judged to be the most sturdy for withstanding heavy ice flows. Though caisson structures took on a
variety of forms, the Sharps Island Lighthouse is representative of a conical caisson form. In recognition of its
significance, the Sharps Island Lighthouse was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on October 29,
1982.

History

The Sharps Island Lighthouse was built near Sharps Island in the Chesapeake Bay, about three miles southwest
of Tilghman Island on the eastern shore of Maryland. The island no longer exists as it was subjected to severe
erosion throughout its history. In 1675, the island was recorded as being comprised of nearly 900 acres. By
1848, there were only 438 acres. That area had shrunk to 91 acres by 1900. In 1922, the newspaper in Easton,
Maryland reported that the latest governmental figures showed that the island had shrunk even further to 53
acres. The island disappeared completely by the 1950s.'°

The current station was the third attempt to sustain a lighthouse on or near the island. When Sharps Island was
still fairly large in 1837, Congress paid $600 for ten acres of land on the northwest tip and appropriated $5,000
for construction of a lighthouse. This first lighthouse was a comprised of a small wooden keeper’s house with a
lamp housed affixed to the roof. According to the Coast Guard, the lamp was 30 feet above the ground, but
there is no known written or graphic documentation that shows how the actual structure appeared. The light was
fixed and set in fourteen-inch reflectors until it was refitted with a fifth-order lens in 1855. Recognizing the

10 Pat Bryan, “Sharp’s Island Hotel Doomed from the Start.” Star-Democrat, November 19, 1982, Talbot County Free Library,
Vertical Files: Sharps Island; Turbyville, 52; Anderson.
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potential effects of erosion, the entire structure was built on wheels to allow for movement. In 1848, the entire
structure was moved further inland to escape erosion. This structure was destroyed by water by 1866.!!

Two years prior, in 1864, the Lighthouse Board (the agency that administered light stations at that time)
reported that the light station was in danger of destruction by encroaching water. The Board recommended that
a new lighthouse be built in the screwpile design. On April 7, 1866, Congress appropriated $15,000 for the new
lighthouse. The screwpile light station was constructed at a site one-third mile off the tip of Sharps Island and
four miles off Tilghman Island. It was completed in late 1866. The newly commissioned light featured a fixed
white light through a fifth-order Fresnel lens.'?

Though sturdier than the first light station, the new hexagonal screwpile was still susceptible to damage by
heavy ice flows. In 1879, two of the structure’s diagonal cast-iron braces were carried away by ice flows, which
necessitated the creation of detached ice-breakers about 200 feet south of the lighthouse. Despite this
precautionary measure, heavy flows on February 10, 1881 sheared the light station from its pile foundation and
carried it five miles down the bay until it grounded. Amazingly, the keepers inside the station survived the
entire journey.

The Lighthouse Board immediately sought and received an appropriation of $35,000 for a replacement light.
The Board decided to build the new light in the caisson form, as it was judged to be the heaviest and most
effective for withstanding the force of heavy ice flow. The building contract was awarded to the Builder’s Iron
Company of Providence, Rhode Island. '*

In August 1881, workers arrived at the present site of the Sharps Island Light, about three miles southwest of
Tilghman Island, and began to construct a temporary work platform. Meanwhile, the caisson and tower were
constructed separately at Oxford, Maryland. In September 1881, the caisson portion was floated to the site to be
installed and filled with concrete. This phase was completed on November 2, but work could not continue, as
the tower portion had not yet arrived. The tower finally arrived on November 21, 1881. On December 6, the
final sections of ironwork arrived and were in place by the end of the month. Also finished at the end of
December was the masonry lining inside the interior of the tower. In January 1882, the workers were called
away to repair other navigational aids but enough had been completed to allow the keepers to move in. The light
was first lit on February 1, 1882. In May 1882, the work crew returned to finish various miscellaneous tasks,

11 Anderson; Turbyville, 52; National Register Detail for Sharps Island Light, listed on the National Register of Historic Places on
October 29, 1982, Maryland Historical Trust, accessed July 24, 2014, http:/mht. maryland. gov/nr/NRDetail. aspx?HDID=692.

12 Turbyville, 52; Holland, 75; Jenkins; Anderson.

13 Jenkins; Turbyville, 52-54; Holland, 75; Anderson.

" Turbyville, 52; Holland, 75; Jenkins; Anderson
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including the installation of the roof over the gallery and installation of the water tank in the tower’s lower
level '3

For the next 125 years, the Sharps Island Lighthouse served as a navigational aid for mariners entering and
exiting the Choptank River off the Chesapeake Bay. With its range of nine miles, the light specifically lit the
shoals near Poplar Island and Black Walnut Point at the tip of Tilghman Island. In addition to the light, a fog
horn guided sailors during conditions of low visibility. On clear days, the station’s distinct conical caisson form
could be used as a visual aid.

Though there are many caisson lighthouses that continue to exist, the Sharps Island lighthouse is a typical
representation of a conical form. Many other caisson lighthouses such as the Sandy Point Light (AA-166) or
Baltimore Harbor Light (AA-945) have wider caissons and wider, square tower bases that do not grow smaller
as the towers extend upward. The conical tower shape is limited to only a few Chesapeake Bay Lighthouses,
and the Sharp Island Lighthouse is representative of all of them. The Bloody Point Bar light (QA-297) is an
almost identical match to the station at Sharps Island, but its interior burned in 1960 and, therefore, has less
integrity than the Sharps Island Light '

In 1950, keepers ceased to live at the Sharps Island station following the light’s automation by the United States
Coast Guard.!” During the winter of 1976-1977, the light station acquired its present tilt of between 15 and 20
degrees due to heavy ice flows.'® The new tilt required the removal of the light’s fourth-order lens on May 3,
1977 and replacement with a 250 mm plastic lens. The new lens was placed a leveling plate and secured to the
original light pedestal. Though the tilt was alarming to mariners and the Coast Guard, structural investigations
conducted at the time concluded that the lighthouse was structurally sound. '’

In 1982, the historical significance of the lighthouse was recognized when it was placed on the National
Register of Historic Places.?

15 Holland, 75; Jenkins;, Anderson; Turbyville, 54.

16 Sandy Point Light (AA-166), Baltimore Harbor Light (AA-945), and Bloody Point Bar Light (QA-297) Maryland Inventory of
Historic Places forms, Maryland Historical Trust.

17 Anderson;

18 Most sources name the winter of 1976-1977 as the time period when the lighthouse acquired its tilt, but the Coast Guard specified
the winter of 1978-1979 in its 2008 proposal to discontinue the light. No archival documents or other primary sources could be located
to confirm the exact time when the station was damaged by ice, so an exact determination of when the station tilted cannot be made at
this time.

19 Turbyville, 54; Anderson; Jenkins; Holland, 185; “Local Notice to Mariners,” United States Coast Guard, District: 5, Week: 09/08,
accessed July 24, 2014, http://www.navcen.uscg. gov/?Do=InmArchives&path=2008.

20 National Register Detail for Sharps Island Light, listed on the National Register of Historic Places on October 29, 1982, Maryland
Historical Trust, accessed July 24, 2014, http://mht. marvland. gov/nr/NRDetail. aspx7HDID=692.
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In 1996, the Coast Guard contemplated demolishing the lighthouse because of the high cost of continual
maintenance, such as the required repainting every seven years at the cost of $8,000. Also prominent were
concerns about the tilt and overall stability. The estimate at that time to correct the tilt was between $55,000 and
$250,000. Compounding the problem was the assumption among Coast Guard officials that the station was no
longer necessary for navigation and, therefore, had outlived its usefulness.?!

The possibility of the lighthouse’s intentional destruction elicited a public outcry. Lighthouse Digest magazine
placed the Sharp’s Island Lighthouse on their ‘Doomsday’ list as part of the effort to draw public attention to
endangered lighthouses that were endangered of being lost by demolition or neglect.?? City officials from
Cambridge, Maryland proposed moving the lighthouse inland to create a tourist attraction, similar to the
Hooper’s Island lighthouse that had been moved to the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum in St. Michaels,
Maryland.?® The Maritime Museum actually offered to take the lighthouse as long as somebody else paid for the
moving expenses.”* By May 1996, the Coast Guard announced that the lighthouse would stay where it is, citing
the insistence of boaters that the station was a necessary aid to navigation in that area of the Chesapeake Bay. %’

In 2006, the General Services Administration announced that the Coast Guard had declared the Sharps Island
lighthouse “in excess” to the needs of the Federal Government. According to the disposal process outlined by
the National Historic Lighthouse Preservation Act (NHLPA) of 2000, the light station would be transferred at
no cost to another federal agency, state or local government, nonprofit corporation, educational agency, or
community development organization. The receiving entity would have to comply with all aspects of the
NHLPA process. If no suitable entity could be found, then the historic light could be sold in a public sale. Since
the Sharps Island Lighthouse was listed on the National Register of Historic Places, its disposal had to comply
with the NHLPA process. When no suitable entity could be found to take ownership of the station, the Sharps
Island Lighthouse was put up for sale in September 2008 through an on-line public auction.?

2 Douglas Hanks IT1, “Coast Guard Eyes Lighthouse for Demolition,” Star-Democrat, February 6, 1996, 1A, 8A, Talbot County Free
Library, Vertical Files: Lighthouses; Douglas Hanks ITI, “Coast Guard: Sharps’s Island tower to stay,” Star-Democrat, May 14, 1996,
1A, 9A, Talbot County Free Library, Vertical Files: Lighthouses; Gredell & Associates.

22 Timothy Harrison, “The Doomsday List — America’s Most Endangered Lighthouses,” Lighthouse Digest, accessed July 24, 2014,
http://www.lighthousedigest.com/news/doomsdaystory.cfm .

23 John Griep, “Sharp’s Island lighthouse seen as Tourist Draw,” Star-Democrat, 1A, 10A, Talbot County Free Library, Vertical Files:
Lighthouses.

24 Douglas Hanks ITI, “Maritime museum interested in Sharp’s Island Lighthouse,” Star-Democrat, February 11, 1996, 1A, 11A,
Talbot County Free Library, Vertical Files: Lighthouses.

% Douglas Hanks ITI, “Coast Guard: Sharps’s Island tower to stay,” Star-Democrat, May 14, 1996, 1A, 9A, Talbot County Free
Library, Vertical Files: Lighthouses.

26 ~“National Historic Lighthouse Preservation Act of 2000,” National Park Service. accessed July 24, 2014,

http://www.nps. gov/history/Maritime/nhlpa/nhlpa htm ; Sharps Island Lighthouse, Covenant File, Maryland Historical Trust;
Anderson.
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The winner of the sale, with a bid of $80,000, was AFB, Incorporated from Bear, Delaware. No other
information is known about this entity. The corporation has not completed any known maintenance or
renovations on the structure since the purchase. As a result of the sale, the Maryland Historical Trust gained a
preservation covenant on the station for purposes of continual preservation.?’

In November 2007, the light was extinguished, and the Coast Guard decided not to relight it due to the
structural condition of the station. In February 2008, the Coast Guard announced a proposal to discontinue the
light. By November 2010, the light was officially discontinued.?®

Since 2010, no known activity has taken place at the site. As of 2014, the lighthouse is severely deteriorated and
vacant.

27 Anderson; Sharps Island Lighthouse, Covenant File, Maryland Historical Trust.

28 ~Local Notice to Mariners,” United States Coast Guard, District: 5. Week: 09/08. accessed July 24, 2014,
http://www.naveen.uscg.gov/?Do=InmArchives&path=2008 ; “Local Notice to Mariners,” United States Coast Guard, District: 3,
Week: 02/10, accessed July 24, 2014, http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?Do=InmArchives&path=2010.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property N/A
Acreage of historical setting N/A
Quadrangle name Tilghman Quadrangle scale: 1:24.000

Verbal boundary description and justification

The Sharps Island Lighthouse is located at the GPS coordinates of 38.6391 degrees N, 76.3757 degrees W.
The site 1s bounded by the structure itself and does not include any of the land on which it is set.
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Photo Log

Photo: T-0477 1885-07-03 01
Historic Photograph of Sharps Island Lighthouse, taken by Major Jared A. Smith on July 3, 1885.
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