S-52
Liberty Hall (Armstrong's Lott)

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.

Last Updated: 10-02-2003
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[f3 DESCRIPTION . S-50 .

. CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
— EXCELLENT .—DETERIORATED —UNALTERED : N ——ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED -—MOVED DATE
—FAIR _—_UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE - -

Liberty Hall is located in the vicinity of Manokin in Somerset County,
Maryland. - Basically similar in form to Linden Hill and Tudor Hall also
in Somerset County, it is a fine example of mid-eighteenth century
architectural style.  —— ——- - - - - Tt T

The main block of the house is clapboard with a shingle roof, three bays
wide and two bays deep. Two and one-half storys, it sits on a high brick
foundation with horizontally barred windows. The double door in the cen-
--ter-tar-fs-three-paneled-on the- exterior with-diagonal battens-on-the-
—-interior. - There is no transom. This door is graced by a fine broken,
scrolled pediment. The design of the stoop is of the period. First
. story windows are 12/12 and second story windows are 9/6. Enclosed gable
end chimneys are found on either side of the main block. The Federal
Direct Tax Assessment of 1798 accurately describes the present structure:

Particular list, Dwelling Houses: (this includes
houses worth more than $100 plus about one acre of
land). 1 Dwelling House built of wood 34 feet by

—_ 28 d° Two storey high 7 windows 5 1/2 feet by 3 d°
10 windows 4 1/2 feet by 2 feet 3 Inches 4 Garret
windows 3 feet 8 I [nches] by 2 feet 3 I [ncheg)
1 Kitchen 18 feet by 16 ditto 1 Milk house B feet
square 1 Smoake House 12 feet sgr 2 Negro Houses
18 feet by 16 d°, value $650.00

The old frame kitchen at the other end of the three-part plan was destroy-
ed circa 1935 and reconstructed by Mr. Theodore Dorman along the original
lines in 1975. A hyphen connecting the main block to this kitchen was
enclosed in about 1830. 1Its architectural elements are distinctly Greek
Revival as opposed to the Georgian influence in evidence throughout the
rest of the house. :

Most of the interior of the main block has remained completely intact.
There are three rooms and a stairhall downstairs and three chambers plus
a bath on the second floor. The house has a basic center hall plan minus
the hall west wall with the main entrance into the great room. The stair
hall is behind the great room and can be entered from the central rear
door. The dining room enters off the stair hall. The withdrawing room
is entered from the dining room only.

Parts of the interior of the house are finely paneled. There are four
corner fireplaces: one with a simple board molding and shelf mantel in

. the withdrawing room; one with an elaborate Georgian console mantel in
the dining room; and two with Federal mantels with pilasters and classic
friezes, one each in the great room and upstairs bed chamber. All the
rooms are paneled with dado and have cornices. The stair hall has mag-
nificent raised paneling.

(see continuation sheet #1)
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All of the door and window frames have dog-ear moldings. The great room

-and dining room have double dog-ear moldings. The stair hall and the

withdrawing room have simple wooden ceiling cornices while the great
room and dining room-have-more elaborate dentil cornices. - = - -

-Original pine floors exist throughout the house. An interesting feature

of Liberty Hall is that it has been painted only three times since its
construction: once by Foster Mathews (white); once by John Christophel
(brown and grey), circa 1954; and once by Theodore Dorman (multi-color),
1961.

During recent work on the fireplace opening in the great room, it was
discovered that at one time it was larger than at present. Cooking
utensils and remains of interior bake ovens were found. This gives rise
to speculation that the great room existed before "Liberty Hall" was
constructed. At the present time, there is no historical documentation

- to verify this hypothesis, interesting though it may be.

Liberty Hall stands today as a good example of some of the best archi-
tectural elements of the Lower Eastern Shore of Maryland.
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[£] SIGNIFICANCE
__PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
1EHISTORIC  __ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
__1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC - __CONSERVATION —lAW __SCIENCE
. —-1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS __ —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE . ~_ 7 _°
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X1700-1799 __ART _—ENGINEERING __MUSIC —THEATER
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—-1900- __COMMUNICATIONS — INDUSTRY © 7 _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —-OTHER (SPECIFY)

_INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES potween 1783 and 1798 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

F SIGNIFICANCE - . ]
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .3 addition circa 1830

—— Liberty Hail is—sigmificant in the architectural history of Somerset
_.—--County—for -several reasons.-- A building of typical style and propor-
tions for the period 1783~1798 in Somerset, it is, however, constructed
of frame rather than the brick more usually found in a structure of
this sort. The house retains in good condition nearly all of its 18th
century architectural features. Each of the downstairs rooms retains
full woodwork, including cornice, chair rail, baseboard, paneling,
and door and window moldings. A hyphen in the Greek Revival style,
built to connect the old kitchen to the main house circa 1830,
remains also as an example of well-executed interior work of that
style.

~ berty Hall stands on a tract of land patented for Matthew Armstrong
+n 1663 as "Scipers Plantation." These 600 acres consisted of two
parts, "Armstrong's Lott"™ and"Armstrong's Purchase," 300 and 200 acres
respectively. A separate patent was issued for the former in 1666.

Two deeds from Cecilius Calvert, first to Matthew Armstrong and Stephen
"Bond (1667) and then to Armstrong with altered boundaries (1670),

were also issued for "Scipers Plantation."l

In 1672 half of this land was sold to Daniel Curtis of Somerset County,
the tenant farmer on the tract, by Hannah Armstrong "of Boston in
New England widdow (the relict and sole executrix of Mathew Armstrong
late of Boston in New England marriner deceased)." For 4,000 pounds
of tobacco Mrs. Armstrong sold Curtis 250 acres, the upper part of
Armstrong's Lott and Purchase on which a house stood, plus half of
the cattle, hogs and other possessions owned jointly by Armstrong and
Stephen Bond. The deed also states that it is "to be understood that
after Daniell Curtis hath his halfe of the whole that was out uppon ;
the Land when A Tennant by Lease and divided after the expatriation I
of the lease he the said Daniell Curtis is to enjoy first the half .
of the whole and then to have the half of the other half left."2 ‘ j
|

Curtis died in 1681, leaving this property to his son James, who upon
his death in 1721 left it to his son Charles. Also in his will, James
provided for the care of his son and one of his daughters until they
ry—ached the ages of eighteen and sixteen respectively: "... and it

. my Will & desire y¥ my ExctT shall have all y© proffett & benifitt
of my son Charles & my Daughter Rachels Estate till they come to the
age aforesd provided he educate & bring them up & give my son Charles
four years schooling & cover y® south side of my dwelling house wth

see continuation sheet #2
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SIGNIFICANCE, continued

ress & cover my kitchen & milk house if need require so that my
3

cYp
sg son Charles may enjoy & possess his Estate . . . . .

Charles Curtis died in 1741, bequeathing "the Plantation or Land I

now live on called Armstrong's Lott" of 250 acres to his son James.
The tract was resurveyed in 1767 for 311 acres. On the Tax Assess-—
ment of 1783 James Curtis was taxed for this Resurvey and 147 other
acres. The improvements on Armstrong's Lott were as follows:

brick wall dwelling house out of repair.
Kitchen Barn milk house midling good other
houses sorry a small young apple & peach
orchard. other improvements midling

Curtis possessed seven slaves, four horses and twenty black cattle.
There were five white inhabitants on his property, two male and
three female.

James Curtis died in 1791, apparently without any surviving children.
He made the usual provisions for his "dear and well beloved wife,"
that if she did not remarry all of the estate, real and personal,
was to be hers to dispose of in a will. But if she married again

or died intestate, the personal estate was to go to two relatives
and the real estate to his nephew, William Curtis, or nephew John
Curtis if William had no heirs.

William is listed in the 1798 Federal Direct Tax as possessor of
Armstrong's Lott. On the Particular List of Lands for Great
Annemessex Hundred, which includes assessment on land and houses
worth less than $100, the improvements were as follows:

1 old Dwelling House 40 feet by 20 feet

2 o0ld Negro Houses 18' X 16' 1 Lumber House
12' square 1 -Barn 32' X 29' 1 Barn 24' X
20' 1 Corn House 22' X 8'

Oon the Particular List of Dwelling Houses, which includes houses
worth over $100, the improvements were:
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1 Dwelling House built of wood 34 feet by 28
feet Two storey high 7 windows 5 1/2 feet by 3

—m— -~ £t I0 window§ 4 1/2' by 2" 3" 4 Garret windows
-m-——————=-3'-8" by 2' 3" —1 Kitchen 18' by 16' 1 Milk

house 8' square 1 Smoake House 12' square 2

Negro Houses 18' by 16'

When the information from the 1783 and 1798 assessments is compared,
it is evident that the present structure called Liberty Hall was
built between the years of the two evaluations. There is an old
dwelling house on the 1783 assessment that appears again on the 1798
assessment in addition to Liberty Hall, thus indicating that the
original house on the tract was not incorporated in the present

—. structure as has sometimes been thought.

iPatents 6/224 and 10/551, Hall of Records, Annapolis.
2peed JJ/381, Hall of Records. -
3will EB 9/72, Hall of Records.

4Wwill EB 9/224; Patented Certificate #215 (Somerset
County) ; Lands and Property, Tax Assessment of 1783, Great
Annemessex Hundred, Somerset County; Hall of Records.

5Will EB 17/164, Hall of Records.
6Federal Direct Tax Assessment of 1798, Great _
Annemessex Hundred, Somerset County; Hall of Records.
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of Records, Annapolis, Maryland.

Tax Assessment of 1783 and Federal Direct Tax of 1798 for Great
Annemessex Hundred, Somerset County, Maryland; Hall of Records.
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VZRBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
""""" e 18 / 435650/ 4216120
Beginning at the right angle bend in the driveway to Liberty Hall, 1.3
-miles south of Maryland Route 361, then from a line northeast 1400 feet
to a point, then east, crossing the Annemessex Creek 1000 feet to a point,
then south 1200 feet to a point, then southwest 500 feet to a point on
said creek, then northwest 1600 feet to the point of the beginning.
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Jack Finglass, Architectural and Grants Administrator/
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ORGANIZATION DATE
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21 State Circle (301) 269-2438
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Annapolis i Maryland 21401 —_

EBJSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

v THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATEIS:
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {(Public Law 88-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that'it has been evaluated according to the

criter, d procedures sefpforth by the Natiopal Pagk Service.
. STATE HISTORIC Pnss a SIGNATURE
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$-52 1795
Liberty Hall

Westover vicinity

private

GReaT
3ited on the north branch of the B4 Annemessex River, Liberty Hall displays

the regional "telescope" or stepped form of house common to the Eastern Shores of
Maryland and, especially, Virginia. Extensive historical and architectural research
has developed a relatively clear picture of the changes made to Liberty Hall over a
period of two-hundred years.

First mention of a specific dwelling house was recorded in 1783 during the
ownership of James Curtis. The federal tax assessors found on his plantation a,
“Brick wall dwelling house, out of repair." Following James Curtis's death in 1791,
the 31l-acre property.was inherited by William Curtis, who began construction of a
new house (1795) in proximity to the old brick structure. Both buildings were identi-
fied in the 1798 tax assessment. William Curtis's dwelling and outbuildings were
described as,

| Dwelling House built of wood 34 feet by 28 feet two story

high 7 windows 5% feet long by 3 feet, 10 windows 4% feet

by 2 feet 3 inches 4 garret windows 3 feet 8 inches by 2 feet 3

inches, 1 Kitchen 18 by 16 feet, 1 Milk house 8 feet square, 1

Smoke House 12 feet square, 2 Negro houses 18 by 16 feet.
Also located on the property was, "1 old Dwelling House 40 by 20 feet." Zcis Twe
replacement ofzz;rlier dwellinge was common practice during the late eighteenth and

WD
early nineteenth centuries and/{repeated on several nearby plantations such as Tudor

iiam Cut1s's new heuse
Hall (S-55), and Waters River (S-54). v‘ﬁtﬁlﬁ&Jﬂlﬂ@(was fitted with raised panel
wainscoting, dentiled cornice moldings, ovolo molded door and window surrounds,
and elaﬁorate mantels that combine Georgiaﬁ and Federal period designs. The
dining room mantel is extremely similar to mantels of Workington (1793) and the Tull
farmhouse (1790s). Unlike most houses in Somerset County, the second floor bedrooms

and passage were trimmed with flush or raised-panel wainscoting.
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The 1798 tax assessment indicates that an eighteen foot by s{xteen foot
kitchen once stood separate from the main house. At a slightly later date the
kitchen was joined to the house by a colonnade, which by the second quarter of the
aineteenth century had been enclosed and raised to a two-story level, Around 1935,
the old kitchen was shoved off into the marsh. Finally in 1975, a two-story
addition using old materials was erected on the site of the old kitchen. This
architectural history of Liberty Hall points clearly to the complex development of
=any "telescope" houses, and at the same time, helps to dispell the often repeated
ar gugment that these houses were built strictly from the smallest section to the
largest as the family grew or the plantation income increased.

Liberty Hall stands on land known in the seventeenth century as "Armstrong's

Lott," and "Armstrong's Purchase,"

commonly known as "Scipers Plantation." Patented
to Matthew Armstrong, a Boston mariner, during the early to mid 1660s, his widow,
Bannah transferred ownership of a large part of "Armstrong's Lott to Daniel Curtis
on April 17, 1672 (JJ/341). Daniel Curtis's will of 1680 bequeathed ownership of
his plantation to his son, James Curtis, who in turn willed the family land to his
son, Charles Curtis, in 1721, Twenty years later Charles Curtis died, and like his
father and grandfather, he left "Armstrong's Lott"to his son, James Curtis, who had
the land resurveyed for 311 acres in 1767. James Curtis occupied his plantation
for a full half-century, and after his wife's death, "Armstrong's Lott" would pass
to his nephew, William Curtis (EB 17/164).

It was during William Curtis's ownership that the present house was erected,
and following William, Liberty Hall was inherited by his son and daughter-in-law,
John and Sarah Curtis. The farm remained in Curtis family hands until ﬂm/';ar-n was

sold in 1938 to C. Foster Matthews (JMT 113/550). The current owners have occupied

the house for the past twenty-four years.



Liberty Hall §-52
Westover vicinity, Somerset Co.,Md.
Northwest Elevation

5/86, Paul Touart, Photographer
Neg./Md. Historical Trust






Liberty Hall $-52
Westover vicinity, Somerset Co., Md.
North Elevation

7/86, Paul Touart, Photographer
Neg./Md. Historical Trust






Liberty Hall S-52
Westover vicinity, Somerset CO., Md.
Parlor Mantel Detail

7/86, Paul Touart, Photographer
Neg./Md. Historical Trust






Liberty Hall 5-52
Westover vicinity, Somerset Co., Md.
Gra8nary

7/86, Paul Touart, Photographer
Neg./Md. Historical Trust






Liberty Hall S-52
Westover vicinity, Somerset Co. Md.
Corner Brace on Corn House

3/86, Paul Touart, Photographer
Neg/Md. Historical Trust






Liberty Hall 5-52
Westamer, vicinity, Somerset Co, Md.
Main Street - Norkb Elevation

3/86, Paul Touart, Photographer
Neg/Md. Historical Trust






Liberty Hall S=52
Westover vicinity, Somerset co. Md.
Corn House With infill of Oyster Shells
3/86 Paul Touart Photographer

Neg/Md. Historical Trust






Liberty Hall, Somerset Co. Md. 5-£7Z
Mortise and Tenon Frame Wall of Corn House
3/86 Paul Touart, Photographer

Neg/Md. Historical Trust
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Town U zer Fadirmoumtnity
STREET NO. ZNAME T4 berty Hall 3-52

ORIGINAL OWNER (Curtis Family DATE OR PERIOD c. 1750

E ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

ORIGINAL USE  Duielling iLL;fTECT Colonial
PRESENT OWNERIr, Theodore Dorman BUILDER
PRESENT USE  Dwell¥ng
WALL CONSTRUCTION c1apboard 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE
NO. OF STORIESDL v/ siizller 2% add.
4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC

No

This s a very fine smaller house of the colonfal perfod

with 4 rooms downsta®rs and 4 up. It is 3 bays w'de and 2 deep.
The first storey :“‘ndows are 12/12, the ssccnd are 9/6. The central
broken scrolled pediment. The house s‘ts cn a high brick
“ofi with horizontalily barred w'ndcws.
The interior is fnely panelléd. There are 4 corner fire-
places, one with a sfmple cclunfal mantel, cne with a Gecrrfan ran-
tel with conscles and two w'th Federal .antels ‘th reeded :-7lasters
and classic frfezes. All of the rcoms are panelled up to the cha’r
ra‘l and have panelled uindow seats. All cf the deccr and window
frames Ahve;dcg ear moldings. Two rooms have siuple wcoden cefling
cornices and two have elaborate ones w'th centfls. There are brick
arches “n the basenent to supcort the chimmeys. There s an enclose
chfmrey st each end of the house. The one cn the right has the
crick exposed at the first stcrey level by the cmiss’cn of the clap-
bcards. The cne on the ieft s tow enclosed “n en zadd’tfon. Th's
add;ééo 4fs 2 bays -fde w/ 6/6 i riows. all of the windows and coor
fran ‘E%VE‘pedfmented Creek Zevival cornices of carved ood.

Th's s & very fine house. It was thought to have Zeen
originally a smaller hcuse enlarged tc “ts present sfze about 1750.
It s zlso thought that most of the fine panelling was taken from
another home n the area and “nstalled fn abcut 1795.

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE  Endangered {nterior Exterior

SUPPLEMENTAL INFOKMATION AND PHOTO" “)A.PHS MAY B

Excellently maintained and restorec.

@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH

8. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. :
Paul A. Brinkman

DATE OF RECCRD 5/8/67
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